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111160) No. 1. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received April 1.) 


No, 85.) 
‘Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 1, 1900. 
TIS Majesty’s Consul-Genoral at Bushire telegraphs as follows, 81st March : 

“On the 20th March the Arab Sheikh at Henjam sont twenty-four armed Arabs 
during the afternoon into the limits of the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department to 
make good their repeated protests against tho action of the Customs representative in 
commencing building operations. ‘Pho Customs representative, who is an excitable 
youtig man, seized a rifle and prepared to fire, and it was only with difficulty that the 
‘Arabs vero restrained hy the Assistant Superintendent of Tatograph Departinent fsom 
Going violence to him pending the arrival that night of His Majesty's ship ‘Fox.! 
‘The Sheikh, with a following of 100 armed Arabs, had an interview yesterday morning 
with the Commander of His Majesty's ship ‘Fox,’ who reports that le was under 
control, though noisy.” 


Following also received from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire in 
continuation of above :— 


“Phe Sheikh complained that no definite answer to his representations to me had 
been received. ‘The Arabs refuse to allow Persians to hoist Persian fi of any 
building, and demand the removal of Persians now resident on the: It is 
difficult under these circumstances for us to delay making a definite communication: 
to the Arabs, but could we not inform the Persian Government that, while we 
recognize thief nominal sovereignty over the island politically, we are obliged, by the 
hecessity of considering the safety of our staff and in view of the past history of these 
Arabs, to insist that the status quo be maintained as far as the Arab village is 
concemed—ie, that no customs duty nor other form of taxation be lovied, and: that 
Persian officials exercise no interference. 

“At present the property and lives of our telegraph staff are not in danger, but it 
svill, in all. probability, be found unsafe to leave the station without a guard oF a ship 
for some time to come if we make an entirely unfavourable communication to the 
‘Arabs, unless rosults to them of our reoceupation are mitigated in some such way as 
that suggested, for the Arabs will bitterly resent our action. 

“Tf, however, it is determined that there is no alternative to informing the Arabs 
that we consider them completely under the jurisdiction of Persia, then I think that, 
rather than leave the Arabs to be coerced by Persian troops, we should ourselves take 
the necessary stops, by locating a ship or guard, for the maintenance of order, Such 
‘a course woilld be less datnaging to our pre 

“T expect the Admiral here to-morrow, and he is to remain till the Sth April, 

‘Addressed Tehran and repeated to Calcutta.) 
retrial B 





‘The events referred to in the former of the above telegrams were communicated 
to the Mushired-Dowleh, and his Excellency sent orders through the Customs 
Department to suspend the building operations. I propose, in accordance with 
Consul-General’s suggestion, and subject to telegraphic sanction from you, to try and 
arrange with Persian Government to. allow Arab village to remain in statu quo. 1 
have asked Bushire to furnish mo with particulars of the exact measurements of the 
limits of the ‘Telograph Concession, and Tam doing what I can to effect a satisfactory 
settlement of this question. . 

Negotiations are rendered very difficult by the fact that the Shah is constantly 
absent from ‘Tehran, 





[11234] No, 2 


ir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 
(No. 197.) 
Sir, Constantinople, March 26, 1906. 
WINH reference to. my despatch No. 188 of the 20th instant, on the subject of 
the Turco-Persian frontier dispute, I have the Honour to report that the Persian 
Ambassador called to-day and left with me a copy of the telegram, herewith 
inclosed, from his Government, on which he desired to haye my opinion before 
replying, 
HT hid that T/dld nok think 1b advisablo‘al the present moment to suggest the 
‘appointment of Anglo-Russian Commissioners; that the proposal was not likely to be 


accopted by the Turks; and that it was calculated, moreover, to provent their 
consenting to the more pressing demand for the appointment of a Turco-Persian 
Commission, 

‘The intervention of England and Russia was in no way compromised by a dual 
Commission, and, in fact, tho two mediating Powers wore only justified in intorfering 
in caso of disagreement between Turkey and Persia. : 


Aw regarded point 8 in the telogram, I thought his Excellency should continue 
to insist upon the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops from Passova before dispatching 
Porsian Commissioners to carry out local inquiry with Turkish Commissioners, 

Princo Riza Khan said that the advieo given him on this subject by the Russian 
Ambassador, whom he had seen before calling upon me, was to the same effect as 
hint which I had just tendered, 

Mo added that, acting on the suggestion of the Grand Vizier, ho was sending 
copy of the Anglo- Russian frontier map of 1865 to the Chief Turkish Commissioner. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR, 


Tnclosure in No, 2. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Persian Minister at Constantinople, 


(Mségraphique,) Le 24 Mars, 1906. 

VOS derniors télégrammes ont ét6 soumis A Sa Majesté Impériale, Elle a 
exprimé sa satisfaction pour vos services et la manidre dont yous aver jusquiici 
conduit Vatair, 

2, Dans mon télégranme transmis dopmis quelques jonrs je vous disais de yous 
concerter ayeo les Ambassadeurs, ot apris avoir pris Jour avis de déolarer A la Porte 
que impossibilité Waplanir te différend par la Commission des deux Gouvernements 
® déji été prouvés par expérience, ct qwil est néeessaire que In Commission soit 
composée do Délégués des quatre Puissances. A ce sujet vous n’avez pas répondu 
{usqu’h présent, ct vous ne ditos pas dans votre dernier télégramme si yous avez 
consultéles Ambassadeurs. Tl est nécessaire que le Gouvernement Persan soit fixé sur 
Ta composition le la Commission. 

3, Je lis dans yotre dernier télégramme que vous avez répond officiellement & le 
Porte qu’en eas de Vévacuation de Passova Ia Perse enverra une Commission & la 


8 


avez-vous reen une réponse, et, si non, les Délégnés de In Commission qui 
sont dg préts, peuvent-ils partir ou doivent-ils attendre votre réponse ? 
Les noms des Délégués Persans sont les suivants :-— 
(2.) Nazem-ol-Molk. 
(,) Yamin-Nezam, qui stait au Seistan, adjoint au premier, 
(c) M. de Brak, Premier Ingénieur, 
(d.) Sadegh Khan, Interpréte, 
{c.) Un Mounchi (Secrétaire) ot un Médecin. 





11170) No. 3. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 


T addressed the communication in question to M. Hartwig, as such a course would 
accentuate the friendly and unofficial nature of the communication, and would be loss 
likely. to give rise to an offical roply. With the same object, T alluded to. the 
Treaty stipulations under which Persia is bound to refer disputes of thia nature to 
Great Britai 

Colonel Napier will also take an opportunity of explaining the nature of the Award 
to the military wuthorities, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CEOM, SPRING-RICE 


Tnclosure in No. 8. 


Mr, Spring-Rice to M. Hartwig, 
Cher M. Haruwig, Le 25 Mars, 1906, 

VOUS avez, bien voulu faire savoir & Sir ©, Hardinge et & moi persontellement 
ui capitis les ranports qui wont parvenus au Gouvernement Tnpria, la deiion 
arbitrate du Colonal MaeMalion au sujet do la distetbution de Teau du Hlelinend senate 
6 communiquée au Karguzar de Seistan X titre confidentiel et X la condition 
observer a son égurd le georet le plus absolu, et que ce fait aurait dound loud. dos 
foupgons an sujet de la bonne foi do cette décision, Eu meme temps, vous aver. bion 
vouli exprimer Vopinion que, dans V'intérét de nos bonnes relations on Purse, on ferait 
bien dlusor d'une parfaite franc! ‘tant cette aflaire commo d'autres do pareillo 
nature, 

Mon Gouvernement partage cette manidre de voir, et pour fiire prenve do os 
sentiments diamitié envers le Gouvernement Impérial, et de gon déeir devi 
toute apparence de vouloir ardor Ie secret au sujet de In decision arbitrate, 

Je. plaisir de vous informer que j'ai regu Pautorisation de communiquer Ie texterde 
la décision avec la carte explicative, que je vieus de recevoir du Foreign Office 

Votre Excellence verra que Ia decision a été donnée comme complément de 
Varbitrage effectué par Sir F, Goldsinid en 1873 en vertu de VArticle VI du Traité de 
1867. (apie la deetnou Geldaris la: Peree aura le drole aun eaux oterear pour 
arroser les terres Persanes.” Tl résulte de Venquéte fuito par le Colonel MacMahon (ue, 
en matidre d'ean, le Scistan souflre plutdt d'un surplus que d'un déficit, et que dans les 
derniers trente-cing ans est seulement au cours de trois ans que les terres Porsanes ont 
souffert d'un défaut sous ot rapport. Aprés un calcul approfondi de Ia quantits 
deeau dans le tleuve, Ie Colonel MacMahon a abouti \ la conclusion que le tiers du 
volume entier d'eau qui entre dans le district de Seistan 4 Bandar-i-Kaal, siflira pour 
arroger lea terres Persanes actuelleinent en culture, et fournir en debora uh surplus, on 
vue de Vextension éventuelle du district arrosé 

Les termes de cet arbitrage out donné lieu A un malentendu, Bandar-i-Kamal, en 
territoire Afghan, est le point ol le fleave entre de tont son volume dans le district 
dar du Seistan et of les travaux dlirigation commencent, En conaéqueio, Io 
Galsuel MapMabéa' prin’ paisk: pours ostueter eau area pour les hesoins des 





4 


is Ia di i g ge a usage 
1s parties, Mais la digue de Band-i-Kohat, ot est détournée Veau destinge a Vusag 
deere Porsans (Geetdir, le tiers du volume qui pase pat Je point de Bandar 
Kamal), est située environ 90 Kilom, en aval de Bandar-1-Kamal, et cest ict que, evan 
Varbitrage, on avait Mbabitude de calouler la quantité eau & partager. On cru que 
était A Bandsi-Kohat (oi naturellement le volume deau est de Leaucoup inférieur 
celui du fleuve X Bandar-i Kamal) que Vean doit étre partagée selon la décision du 
Holonel MacMahon. eA ae my 
eo arate de Sa Majeaté Britannique ne saurait quexprimer sa surprise 
ie le Gouvernement Persan, qui, ’apr’s nos rapports, recevra par le partage du 
Molonel MacMahon une quantité dea, beaucoup plus considérable. quvaupsravant, ait 
cru devoir protester contre cette décision comme injuste et nuisible aux intérd 
Porsins. ; ‘ eae 
Bin vous communiquant ee qui préetde, je me permets cneore une fois de souligner 
le duane ie Gonvoretent Anglais veut age en parfute franchise envers le Gouverne: 
ment Russo, dtaut convaineu qu'une telle franchise est le meilleur moyen ¢’éviter tou 
Sea ajouter que le Colonel MacMahon nic, de la fugon Ta plus eatégorique, quill 
ait vonlu gander le aceret sur Ios tormes de Wi décision ou quil'y ait inséré dans 
Tos lettres par lesquelles il a fait parvenir cette déeision aux Commissaires Persan 
ft Afidhan quolyue passage que ce fit qui ptt donner lien 2 une telle supposition. 
Veuillez, &e. ene. 
(Signé) | CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(11171) No. de 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Greye—(Received Aprit 2 
(No. 212.) 


Petersburgh, March 27, 1906, 
ing light a « possible conditions of 


Anglo-Russian understanding ani artic! a = to-day in the 
jor with a somewhat anti 


in question 
‘The “Slovo” state aderance in 
‘Appears to mean Beluchistan, ‘The Slovo” state nderace in 
Vorsin is alroady an acknowledged and accomplished fact, ing wot 
winod by Russia by its formal recognition on the part of Engl The confirmation 
‘fa fact already rious ns cannot be considered as an. equivalent 
to. tho recognition on our part of any sort of exclusive influence of England over 
‘Afghanistan, whieh sce have always opposcd and which is highly disadvantageous to us, 
hot to speak of the frontior Khanates and the Pamirs 
Tresach are the views takon by youotally well-informed circles in Russia as t@ the 
conditions of an understanding with England, it is not to be wondered at if the 
Russian Government should hesitate in formulating its terms, 
Thave, &e. . Es 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(11174) No. 5. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivedt april 2.) 


ae! Sh. Petersburgh, March 28, 1900. 

"1 BEG to thank you for the communication of the Memorandum of the Director of 
Military Oporations, dated. the «relative to the ness Russian road from, 
Kees o Hanada, . 

T yonture to sullmit the folloysing: observations 

Sone years ago the «da. Concession for the construction of a 
from Khanikin to Kermaistiah, which lapsed owing mainly to, the determined oppos 
tion of the Ru on, which, [ beliove, threatened the Shah's Government with 
tle most sorio the road were constructed and worked by the 
Goris 


Should the Anatolian line be continued to Bagdad, and & branch line constructed 
to the Persian frontier at Khanikin, and the former German Concession for the 
Kermanshah line be revived, the Germans would eontrol the pilgrim route to Kerbelah, 
which is the only line in Persia which is certain to pay. ‘The traffic on it would be 
considerable and constant. 

‘The newly-appointed German Minister to Persia, who, as I hear, will be provided 
with strong letters of recommendation from the Sultan to the Shah, has been connected 
for some time with the Deutsche Bank and the Bagdad Railway, on which subject he 
is considered a specialist, Tt is riot unreasonable to suppose that his mission may be 
not unconnected with a project for linking up the Bagdad Railway with Persia by 
means of a road via Khanikin. Such a scheme will nearly affect Russian interests in 
Persia, It will also have a wider significance, for the Russian railway system now 
extends fo Julfa, on the Araxes, and a road is constructed to, Tabreez which can be 

converted into a railway, From Tabreez to Hamadan vid Kazvin, aa is pointed 

the Memorandum of tlie 2nd February, the construction of @ railway may be 

said to be in preparation, ‘Phe line to Tabreed should be a paying undertaking, as the 

xd is one of considerable fertility, ‘The continnation to Hamadan would 

parently be profitable. But from Jan to Bagdad (should line be con- 
structed) the pilgrim traffic insures the profitable nature of the undertak 

Compared with th wouite to Bagdad (unless the projected irrigation works 
are completed, which would be the work of years), the Russian toute vid Persia would 

, from the commercial point of view, a more promising underiaking, and one 

more attractive to capitalists. ‘Thus, in the race to Bagdad, 

Russian enterprise might have a reasonable chance of winning, if supported by the 

y capital, ‘The obstacles are mainly political— ie, the objections of England 

and of Germany in Turkey, Sliould these objections De overcome, Russia 

woul! command a direct route to die south via Persia and Bagdad, If, at the'same 

time, England were intrusted with the construction of a line from Koweit to Bagdad, 

the interests of Germany, England, and Russia would all have due consideration, It 

lore were objections to the division of the line into spheres of interests, the whole 

system, with its ramifications, could he internationalized, ind worked in the 
common interests of the world, 

The French Ambassador informs me that some stich plan would be viewed not 
unfavourably in Paris, whore it is believed that unless England and France participate 

will eventually be constructed by: 

iL without the consent of Russia the 
p > Ih cly playing into Germany's hands, 
and quite needlessly ali ssin for the beneliteof Germany. But if Russia 
could be induced 10 withdraw her opposition, France would’ gladly exter into the 
¢ T hive since understood, though not with positive certainty, that 
Count Witte me 10 the construction of the Bigdad Railway on the under- 
standing that Russia receives the right of joining up ler own system with the pr 
line. T venture to point ont that if a litle were constructed from the Gulf to B 
England would also receiy ercial facilities. whic 
value. It might thus be possible to reconcile the conflicting. interests by a ge 
schenie which would do justice to the claims of all parties coneemed, But 
evident that if Germany obtains the concession to Kermanstiah and Hamadan the 
combination above outlined becomes impossible, and that it might, therefore, be as well 

the Governments of England and Russia should interchange views as t0 the course 

to he taken in view of such an eventuality 

Tn conversation with M. Hartwig, have touched lightly on. these considerations, 
He has expressod himself strongly on the subject of a possible German Railway 
Concession in Persia, and told mo that he did not believe that his Government could be 
brought to consent to it. 

1 have, &e, 
(Signed) GECLL SPRING-RICK, 








{11159} No. 6. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley.—(Communicated by Initia Office April 2.) 


(Telographic.) P. __ March 31, 1906. 
Coen ee dated the 20th instant. I repeat, for your information, follo 
tolegrams regarding riots in Seistan :— 


1, From Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan :— 


“Officer Commanding escort from Dalbanddin addressed 
General, Quetta, yesterday in following terms : 

“+ Superintendent of Police, Robat, reports as follows :— 

‘+ With referenge to your telegram of the 28th instant, | Plague measures have 
given rise to disturbance in Seistan, and an attack on the Consulate is expected. | Tlave 
received written requests from Macpherson to wire fo you to come up as quickly as 
possibile.” J ‘ 
Poo" Ruther particulars, whieh [immediately telegraphed for, from Macpherson ad 
Bonn haye not yet reached. me from them, Further telegram to them will at once be 
vent, Meanwhile T am pushing on with escort with all possible speed. 


“No further intelligence has reached us from Seistan owing to want of direct 
telegraphic communication with that place.” 


2, Prom Consul-Goneral, Meshed, dated the 20th instant 


“ Approach to Seistan city of large mobs from Bunjar village is reported by Consul 
at Soistant Mob froin samo village was in 1903 instigated to trouble British Consul by 
is Russian colleague % 
einer Mestages are Using’ sent by Governor-General, Kioramsan, and conduct, 
6f Governor of Seistan is good.” 





{11160} No. 7. 
Government of India to Mr, Morley.—(Communicated by India Ofice April 2.) 


(Velographic,) P. April 1, 1906. 
Li ener aa toy tWlogram dated the 30th ultimo, Disturbances in 
Soiatan, : a 

Tustnctions have already been given to Officer Commanding detachment en route 
for Robat that, except in the ease of extreme urgency, of which Consul on spot must 
jiidzo, ho is not to cross frontier without direct order from Government of India. As 
it seems unlikely that Consulate will be attacked, these instructions will be repeated. 

‘The following telegram was sent on the 28th ultimo hy His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran to the Woreign Offico, and repeated to Seistan and to the Government of 
India s— 

“Seistan disturbances. f 

“Authority to protect British Consulate was telegraphed in my presence to 
Governor-General, Khorassan and Seistan, by Mushir-ed-Dowleh, whom I at once saw 
on receiving the’ news, Offence will be given here by dispatch of troops from 
Robat.” 





f161) No. 8. 
Government of Indin to Mr. Morley.—(Communicated by India Office Aprit 2.) 


(Welographic.) P. re Aprit 1, 1906. 
MY telegram of yesterday, Disturbances in Seistan. a: 4 
Macpherson, Seistan Consul, has now communicated following infonnation : 

Riot, duo to plague measures, took plice on morning of the 27th. Consul and 

Consulate doctor wore struck by clods, and dispensary was wrecked by crowd. 


Customs official's attempt, contrary to Consul’s advice, forcibly to remove plague 
patient to hospital, was immediate cause of outbreak. Movement was due, in tho 
opinion of the Consul, to Russian instigation, inspection of women by Russian doctor, 
and to tactlessness of the Customs officer, Cattersel; but Russians attribute it to 
propaganda of Persian doctor who has recently arrived. 

Hughes, Assistant Superintendent of Police at Robat, left for Seistan with 
twenty-three sowars on the 30th ultimo, Macpherson, having asked him to move to 
Seistan with available Chagai militia sowars, as night attack on Consulate was 
threatened. Consulate has been reinforced by all available Afghans ; up to mornin, 
of the 28th no attack was delivered on it. Unfortunately, liowover, on aftarngon of 
same day arms lind not reached Robat. 

Consul has agreed that any arrests of rioters should be deferred for the present: 
till things quiet down; meanwhile Deputy Governor is doing his best to quiet pépulaco, 





[10387] No. 9, 
Memorandum communicated to Count Benckendorff, April 2, 1908, 


ON the 22nd instant, the Russian Ambassador made a communication in which 
it was suggested that His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople should adopt a 
more energetic attitude towards the Sublime Porto, in the question of the Turco- 
Persian frontier dispute, in order fat the British and Russian Governments might 
act in complete unison in the matter. 

Sir N. O'Conor reports that on the 15th ultimo he received a visit from the 
Russian Ambassador at Constantinople, who agreed with him in the opinion that it 
might be difficult to induco the Porte to withdraw from Passova, or to consent to the 
arbitration of Great Britain and Russia, as provided in the Anglo-Russian Agreomont 
of March 165. Sir N. O'Conor and M. Zinoviow considered that it would he woll to 
report the state of the question to their respective Goveramonts before making an, 
formal proposal to the Porte implying a reference of the question to the decision 
of the British and Russian Governments, lest the Porte should refuse and the two 
Governments be placed in the position of submitting to something in the nature of a 
rebul, or of going further than might he desirable, 


Foreign Office, April 2, 1908, 





(11451) No. 10. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office —(Received April 3.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, April 2, 1906, 

I AM directed by iny Roan to call your attention to the serious fact that the 
Persian Government still refuse to permit. our Company to levy tolls on the Kum— 
Sultanabad Road, notwithstanding that the Company have expended very large sums 
upon that road since it took over the Concession from the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Prior to the transfer from the Bank to us, the Persian Minister of Roads 
had personally assured the representative of tho Imperial Bank of Persia that he would 
recommend the granting of tolls after a very moderate sum of money had heen 
expended on the rol in making eertan improvements which had been indicat, 


‘This assurance was followed hy his letter dated the 17th May, 1901, of which the text 
is as follows :— 


“ Aussitbt que les réparations de Is chaussée entre Kom et Sultanabad (réparations 
estimées 9,000 tomans) seront terminées, et 1n chaussée ainsi entidrement achevée, je 
ferai les démarches nécessaires auprés du Gouvernement Impérial pour vous faire 
octroyer le Firman établissant votre droit de percevoir au péage sur l'intersection de 
Ia route entre Kom et Sultanabad.” 


Not only were these improvements actually completed by the Bank before they 
transferred the road to us, but, in addition to this, we have ourselves expended a 
sum of over 3,001. in widening and improving the rond, which not only is now incon- 
testably in an infinitely better condition than when taken over fromthe Bank, but 


















also is incontestably wider and better than the Resht-Kasyin Road when tolls were 


granted on that undertaking, a 
My Board refrained from applying to the Persian Government for permission to 
Jevy tolls before these considerable works had been executed, although they would 
have been well within their rights had they applied at a much earlier period, and it 
appears to them that it is a grave injustice on the part of the Persian Government 
slill to persist in their refusal to grant tolls, and that any further outlay under 
isting. conditions will only inyolve the Company in a heavy cost without any 
ertainty that the end in view will he attained. 

Under these circumstances we are compelled to ask your intervention in this 
matter. We claim from the Persian Government the right to levy tolls on the Kum. 
Sultanabad Road in terms of the Concession taken over by us from the Imperial Bank 
of Persia, which has since been amended in soyeral respects. 

‘he Coneession does not specify any definite 
road should be a commorcial road, and we m 
already, as the Department of Posts us 





























It states that the 
intain that it fulfils that. condition 
it for the transmission of their mails by 
“fourgons"} in fact, they pey us regularly under contract @ money consideration for 
tho privilege of running on it vehicles carrying mails 3 

A supplementary Article to. the Con 
uy a right to construct “caravan roads, i 
mountainous districts, or districts presenting d 
ase of the Sultanabad Road we hiave not availed ourselves of this 1i 
open to us to do so, a8 we intend that this road should he, as 
throughout, 

Tis pertinent also to recall the fact that when tolls were first granted on the 
Russian Road from Buzeli to Tehran, the width of that roud on the mountainous 
section between Kudan and Usbashchai was in parts less than 12 ft, Tt is evident 
that width is of more importance on a mountainous road than on a road running. 
‘ucross a plain, 

Tt should be noted that we are applying primarily for the sanction of the Persian 
Government to the levying of tolls by us on beasts of burden, The Persian Govern- 
iment appear to forget that under our Concession we liave the monopoly of wheclot 
traffic on our roads. Consequently, we can charge vehicles what we please ; and in 
consenting that the Persian Government should fix for us the tolls to be collected from 
v we aro concoling, not usking, 1 favour, 

‘A report. on, this ron i deen drawn up by the Persian Minister of 
Roads and his, engineer ty ition of the Persian Government, whose 

J upon it, We inclose a copy of 

























ight, though it was 
t now is, carriageable 
























the inforn 
refusal to sanction tle levy of tolls Tiad been tase 
Uhisrpert 
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we general width of the road is 18 fect to 24 feet in many parts more—a width 

ily ample for the needs of a very important highway, Yet the traflie on 
this part id is at prosent very small, and will develop only gradually. Tt is 
trie th tain parts the width is fess than this. But our agents in ‘Tehran inform 
us that two mecting carriages can now pass in some of these narrower places by 
ordinary eae ng, though at some specially awkward points it may be necessary 
to unliitch one or more wing horses where vebieles with four horses harnessed abreast 
‘are concerned. 





























‘At the present ime the number of vehicles passing along the road averages forty- 
five por mensem, ox one every sixteen hours, and for this and a much greater tra 





the fac ‘mpl 

‘he widening of the road, as suggested by the Persian engincer, cannot be recom- 
mended ox undertaken, Tt would involve very large expenditure in connection with 
the widening of an embankment nearly 16 miles long, besides other unnecessary 
works, But we may note here, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, 
that, should any further facilities for the crossing of vehicles be considered advisable 
by Ilis Majesty's Legation at ‘Tehran either now or as the traffic expands, we should 
ie quite propated {o provide more crossing places, and, further, to endeavour to fulfil 
finy other suggestions which the Legation may put forwant. 

Our engineers advise us that the fords or paved crossings demanded by the 
Persian engineer are not necessary at present, and that the existing arrangements are 
in no sense a source of danger to either foot or wheel tratli. 

‘As regards the metalling of the rond, the Persian engineer expresses an opinion 
that under certain conditions the road may become impracticable for a distance of 
miles, ‘This statement implies that, at the time of inspection, the stretch under 
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notice satisfied the requirements of traffic, but that, owing to the want of ballast, it 
might become impracticable in the future, We understand, from our knowledge of 
the country and soil, tliat there will be no difficulty in maintaining this section in 
ciicient order, The upkeep of the roadway will form part of the ordinary business 
of the road—in short, will be a part of the every-day maintenance work, We most 
emphatically claim that we may be trusted to see that the surface which at any given 
time is in order shall reeoive adequate attention at any future time. Actual metalling 
of this section is out of the question. Metal is not ayailable locally, and it would be 
impracticable—given the enormous expense—to carry it from the distant places where 
it is procurable. We understand that the enginecr of the Minister of Roads 
appreciated this difficulty. 

The question, then, of the road, and with it the qu 
us to depend on the political situation, not on the engineering aspect. 

We respectfully impress on you that’the Persian Government, by refusing the 

tion, have succeeded in arresting our entire operations. ‘The spring is at hand, 
which is the season for further rond construction, and it would be obyiously imprudent 
continue amy such further construction until tolls have been grante(! on the 
Kum-Sultanabad road, ‘This entails that we haye to keep our engineers, engaged 
under agreement, out there without adequate return to us in work accomplished for 
their salaries; that we have to disband our staff of trained road-makers; and that the 
time at which these roads might be expected to pay their way is still further 
pstponed.. ‘Thelloss of tho spring praotically means the loss of the year, 

Meantime the road is being constantly used by transport. of all kinds, and the 
cost of maintaining the surface worn in this way falls entirely upon this Company 
without any compensation, 

T am. instructed by my Board to say that they bear in m 
contained in the concluding’ paragraph of your letter of the Sth instant,® to which 
they desire to conform, but at the same time they feel it to be their duty to point out 
the serious loss and injury to the Company's interests which is involved by theattitude 
of the Persian Government, As regards the continuation of the 'ehran—Kuim Road 
to Ispalian, my Board will await the advice of His Majesty's Government as to when 
the moment may be considered opportune for reopening this matter, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) PRANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretary, 





























ion of the tolls, appears to 
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Tnelosure in No, 10. 


AM. de Brucg to the Sadr Azam, 
Altesse, Octobre 1905, 

J'AI Vhonnour de présenter respectueusement i votre Altesse le présent rapport 
sur I’état de la route entre Koum ct Sultanabad, 

Cotte route s'étend sir une distance de 22 farsukhs environ, 

Te dirai ci-dessous les défauts qu'elle mia pari présenter, et auxquels il semble 
qu'il y aurait liew de remédier avant, d’6tablir In perception des péages, puisque 
coux-ci sont pergus en échange des facilités de transport offertes aux voyages ot 
transporteurs. 

Prenitre Remarque—En différents endroits la route est trop étroite pour permettro 
Je eroisement de deux véhicules, 

Co fait a liew notamment — 

















(a) A lo sortie de Koum, of la route est resserrée entre un large fossé d'irrigation 
et les murs des jardins sur une distance d'environ 500 metres 5 

(0,) Aux environs de Raligird, oi 1a route coupe des escarpements sur une distance 
environ 1 farsakh 5 

(c) Enfin entre Shabsaverun ct Shayeli, et au dela vers Sultanabad, sur une 
distance de 4 farsakhs, Sur cette distance la route n'est que 3 matres 60 centim, de 
largeur. Ce fait est d'autant plus regrettable que la route est on remblai, comprise 
enleo ene ages fons6s, VEeuG) dade EnMiyinian na) eHarane WsoLan EH, 


11 est, hors de doute que deux yéhicules venant en sens contraire seront forced: 

ment arrétés, car la disposition des Heux ct In nature des terres constituces 

par le Kevir ne permettent pas que Tun d'enx sorte de I'étroite route, et ec défaut 
* Forwarding loter to Company of Decemabur 22,1905 


[1647] 
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it) 


palpable est aggravé par le fait qu’on a négligé d’établir au moins de distance en 
Aistance des sortes d'élargissements oi le croisement serait possible. 

"Ainsi je ne parviens pas & comprendre comment, avec une telle route, on pourra 
assurci le trafic dans les deux sens. 

Deucitue Renurjue—La route croise en divers points des thalwezs (“flood 
streams”) importants, oh aucune construction n’a été faite en vue de faciliter le 
passage des pictons, véhicules, ou bétes de somme au moment de la venue des 
Gaux, tels que. ponts, ertés, arches d'inondation, ou romblais en pierre. 
Entre autres, je citerai le thalweg uommé Roudsez, qui so trouve immédiatement 
avant le Café de Djedil ct Mamalek, et trois autres entre ce point ct Koum, un 
autre prds du caravanserai Sangua, un autre entre cclui-ci et Sombolobad, un autre 
prés de Salifschekin, soit au moins sept thalwegs que la route eroise, et pour lesquels 
hep ertaimement tis pénible au tnoment de la fonte- des nelges, si on n'y 
fait pas quelque constructto Te citerai de plus un_profond fossé prés de 

ssaire, ct qui semble y avoir 6t6 projeté, mais n’a 


oor de nombreux 
empierrements ne présentern pas, 
‘est lors de doute que pour les parties comp: 
dol vers Sultanabad, soit sur une distance de 4 farsakls enyiron, Ie manque 
Wempicrrements, par suite de In nature du sol, aura pour résultat qu’au moment des 
pluies li route sera convertie en un bourbier impraticable. 
Welles sont, Altesse, les principales remarques que ffai cru de mon devoir de 
présenter d yotre Alt 
Niayant pas cu i ma disposition ni le contrat d'entreprise ni le cahier des charges 
de cote entreprise, je ne puis conclure sur le fait de sayoir si la Compagnie a rempli 
sos onuay ‘ou nowt, Mais il semble juste Wajouter que le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majoute Tinpérato lo Sola ost en droit @exiger quravant de lisser dtablir des péages, 
TiLy a iol ane la routs ds Roun A. Sultandind, que ecto route sot. praticablo, et 
selon moi, dans son état actucl cle deviendra rapidement impraticable és. les 
promibies pluies 
Var, &e, 
L'Ingénieur, Clef Directeur des 
Ponts et Chaussées, 
(Signs) AD. be BRUCQ. 





(11479) No. He 
Lidia Office to Foreign Office (Received April 3,) 


‘M11 Uniler-Seoretary of State for India preseuts his compliments to the Under 
Scoreuiry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, relative to the disturbances in Seistan. 


India Office, April 3, 1906. 


Tnclosure in No. 11. 
Government of Tutin to Mr. Morley 


(elegraphic,) B. April 2, 1906, 

MY provious telegrams since the beginning of the present month regarding 
disturbances im Seistan, Macpherson’ latest report, dated the 20th ultimo, addressed 
to the Foreign Department of the Governnent of India and repeated to Meshed and 
"ehieau, is as follows — 


“Tam informed by M. Cattorsel tliat Russians turned out 150 men, including 
lage mumber af Bel g threatened disturbances yesterday. ‘There was 
reserve of 60,000 rounds of ammunition ; rifles appeared to be all of stme pattern. 
Situation much quieter 





1 


(11478) No. 12, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 8.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unde 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, relative to quarantine arrangements on the 
Perso-Afghan border, 


India Office, April 3, 1906. 


Tnelosure in No, 12. 
Government of India to Mr, Morley. 


phic.) April 2, 1906, 
AS frontier from Hastadan to Siah Kol Bandan is undemarcated and line on map 
does not ind oun das Russians ) 


treaty with Russian Bank for loan of 30,000 tomans, hs started quarantine posts on 
Perso-Afghan border uorth of Duroh. 

Disputes with Afghans, wo could perhaps point ont, are likely to he involved, and 
right to be consulted hefore establishment of cordon might bo claimed by us, Further, 
ve might require, if cordon is thought riecossary, that we should control it, as frontier 
questions are involved by it, 

If these proposals ave your concurrence, we might send Clemenger from 
Nasratabad Ispe to the region in questions and, as Macpherson in. his telegram of the 
2st ultimo recommended, we would depute four hospital assistants if cord 
established, Macpherson ean perhaps arrange for sending other men temporar 
pending arrival of these persons. 

(Addressed British Minister at Tehran; repeated Secretary of State for India, 
Seistan, and Meshied,) 





[10806] No, 13, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(Xo, 5h) 
(olegraphic.) 2, Rortign Office, April 3, 1906, 

BAKHITIARL road. i 

ygrams Nos. 69, 71, 76, and 80 of the 20th, 21st, 24th, and 28th March 
respectively, 

With regard to corresponding with Chiefs you m ise your diserotion, 

We widerstand that TajiAli Kuli Khan is proceeding 10 Toluran, aud, in that ease, 
you should utilize the presence of the three principal Chiefs to attempt to, effect 
ettlement of accounts and outstanding questions with the Company. 

We concur in your sugiestion that there will be no necessity for His Majest 

pusul to-visit the Bakhtiari road, and aro informing the Company in that sens 





(10766) No. M4, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, 
WITH refe 
Sir E. Grey to inform 
Tnilia that copies of certain papers regarding the pr 
to be taken in anteipation of the breaking up of the existing! order of things in tho 
Jhould he laid before the Commitice offmperial Defence. 





Tain to add that Mr. Grant Duff's despatch No, 35 of the 2nd Febraary and my 
loiter 10 you of the 6th March have already been communicated to the Committee by 
this Depiartinent. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) F, A. CAMPBELL, 





(10806) 
Foreign Office to Persian Trausport Company. 


Foreign Office, April 3, 1906. 
inform you that he has had under his 
Affaires at ‘Tehran, the 


From reports recvived from Mr. Grant Dufl it appears that His Majesty's Vice- 
y. Nhas only: recent] id from Ram Hormuz, and that he states that 
the split between the Chiefs remains at present a family quarrel, which hi 
ais hie ean see, extended to the tribe Tt seems, further, that Major Morton, an 
cugiveer of the Tudian Grrigation Depariment, has just visited the Al 
roid, anid has drawn up a report on its condition which will shorily rv 
In the ciroumstances, Sir B, Grey de that it will 
for His Majesty's Viee-Consul at Ahwaz to again visit Ram Hormuz for 
the present or to furnish a Second report on the road. 

‘As regards the safety or otherwise of the road for the Company's caravans, it is of 
course Impossible for His Majesty vermnent to undertake the responsibility of 
advising you in the mutter, but Mr, Grant Duff is inclined to the opinion that its 
Condition is uot more dangorous at the present monuent than at other times, Hestates 
fuirtlier that he las recently obtained payment of the greater part of the claims for 
tubberies on the road, According to a telegram dated the 20th ultimo from His 
Majesty's Consul-Gene Ispahan, traffic on the road has now commenced. 

Tin to add that eopies of your letters have been forwarded to His Majesty's 
Chargé-d’Affaires at Tehran, who’ will furnish his observations in due course. If, a: 
Sir M. Groy is given to understand, the three principal Bakhtiari Chiefs will shottly 
niet at Tehran, Mi, Grant Duff will take the opportunity to endeavour to effect a 
Aotilemient of the various outstanding questions hetween the Chiefs aud your Company. 

Tam, & 
E, GORST. 





{11568} 
India Office tn Foreign Office —(Received April 4.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the Sr April, relative to the riots in Seistan. 


India Office, April 4, 1906, 


Tnclosure in No, 16, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Welegraphic) 2. April 3, 1906. 
MY telegram of the 2nd April regarding riots in Seistan, 
Before reading the telegram repeated in mine above cited, the following telegram 
mm Macpherson, dated the 29th March, addressed to the Government of India, 


Foreign Department, and repeated tb Meshed, Tebran, and Foreign Office with Viceroy, 
should be read : 


“Large crowd came this morning from Birjan, and, failing compliance with its 
demands, threatened to attack, Comprised in these demands were : 


1, Prohibition of Belgian interference in plague operations 
“2, Handing over for punishment of a British trader accused of (groups 
unintelligible 


“3, Written agreement that no puuishment should be inflieted on rioters of the 
27th Mach, 


“Great excitement still prevails, Populace remain masters of the situation and 
there is no security, as Deputy Governor still fears to make arrests, though crowd was 
eventually induced by him to disperse. Merely because he was British servant one of 
our local levies was roughly handled in city last night. Excitement being now chiefly 
directed against Belgians, latter liave taken up their residence in Russian Consulate 
day, We could with difficulty defend Consulate premises if serious attack were made 
vtaliation, as threatened, and Tam therefore at present upable to demand tat 
iders should be punished. 1 shall, hiowever, be in much stronger position when 
levies from Robat. arrive, as I shall then have thirty or forty extra rifles. Ample 
justification now exists for taking advantage of recent riot to send in the extra arms 
and ammunition for the Consulate, and I hope this will be done, Double company 
should reach Robat with the arms about 15th April, and advisability. of matching it in 
is also for consideration, Neighbouring villages are now certain also. to become 
infected, and as daily average in the city has already reached seven, I tear there will be 
great extension of the disease there, since further plague meastres are out of the 
question at present Time for reconsideration of question as to whether we should not, 
preferably in concert with Persian doctor, assume direct control over plague operations 
has, 1 venture to think, in view of incompetence shown by the Belgians, arrived. As, 
however, we should have to contend against maximum. of Russian intrigue, besides 
possible local opposition, this will not be possible unless a strong force is maintained! av 
Robat, Fazl Rahman and the compounder, latter of whom. received rather severe 
contusion on arm, were, in addition to myself and Kelly, struck with clods, 
Removal of basins, &c., and destruction of outer doors of hospital, all furniture, and 
majority of medicines, constituted damage done to our hospital on the 27th Marci.” 





{11629} No. 17. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived april 4.) 


(Welegraphic,) Py Tehran, April 4, 1906. 

FOLLOWING sent to India:— 

“Your telegram of 2nd April: Afghan frontier quarantine ports. 

“Neitlier the Sanitary Council nor the Customs Department know anything of 
the establishment of such ports, and are inquiring, T have warned the Customs 
Department that their establishment might lend to complications with Afghanistan. 
‘The dispatch of a Russiun doctor to Birjand is confirmed, the Persian Government 

ing given way before the threat of the Russian Government to close the whole 


(No. 88.) 
1 


havi 
Khorassan frontier. Until we obtain more definite evidence that Russia intends to 
establish a cordon, I deprecate representations to the Persian Government in the sense 
suggested, A reliable doctor aight meanwhile be dispntelied to Bixjand, but please 

Know if you decide on this step, 

Any action likely to raise the Porso-Afghan frontier question would, I think, he 
impolitic ‘in the present unsettled condition of Persia, and would only be justified if 
it were of really vital importance, 
























































{11708} 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 5.) 


Sir, India Office, April 4, 1906. 

WITH reference to Sir B. Gorst’s letter of the 26th March, T am directed by 
Mr, Secretary Morley to say that he concurs in Scoretary Sir B, Grey's view that the 
decision not to @idrantee a loan to the Governor of Kain, which was conveyed to 
Sir A, Hardinge in Lord Lausdowne’s telegram of the 28th July, 1905, stiould be 
adhered to. 














Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) ' A. GODLEY. 
(12705) No. 19. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 5.) 





VHB Under-Seorctary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Porcign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Vieoroy, dated the Ath instant, relative to the Seistan disturbances. 


Inilia Office, April 5, 1906, 








Inclosure in No. 19. 





Government of India (o Mr. Morley. 
(leleginphic,) P, 
1 REPEAT, 





April 4, 1908. 
clograms, dated respectively the 20th and 
‘bances in Seistan :— 





for information 





Situation much quieter.” 

“Mhere is undoubted possibility of real trouble, situation being again very 
serious, I shall temporize as much as possible as to the concessions whieh, according 
to atest information, Mullahs intend to demand, and to enforce if not granted, But 
orders to move up with all dispatch will, | hope, be sent to troops on the way up. As 
they may he rauired to transport supplies to Seistan, camels with reserve supplies for 
HHOWIT eonipangy Mboull bo Also. OrdarGl to. Htanl Tash ato Roba Arrangésenls for 
immetinte dispatch of further reinforcements in case of necessity should, 1 would also 
suggest, be considered, It hing been given out by Russians, though this may be bluff, 
that 600 Cossacks are coming: 


Arrival if Hughes, who shotild have reached Nasratabad on the Srd Api 
halfway between Rolat and Nasratabad, has been telegraphed by the Agent 
Govertior-General in Baluchistan, 
Arms will be sent on with sinall escort as soon as possible to Consul, whose action, 
with reference to foregoing messages, I propose to approve, We are consulting military 
igs on Consul’s proposals for detaining camels at Robat and his suggestion for 
further reluforcement, as well as on question, which will be considered with reference to 
situation existing there on their arrival at Robat, of sending whole of double company. 
stan, From experionce gained here, our medical officers cau advise as to carrying 
as are possible, due regard being had, as in India, to customs 
people, for prevention and spread of plague, and services of 
ht he offered to Persian Government to assist their authorities in 
fenance of order, if Russians, as stated by Reuter on the 2nd April, are complaiuing 
of failure of quarantine aud extension of plague, Should situation be eritieal, L propose 
to send double company without further parley if Persian Government decline offer. 
As present break in communication might be dangerous, it seems also desirable to press 
for immediate completion of Seistan telegraph line. 
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{11749} No. 20. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 5.) 
(No. 90.) AR ce 
(Telegraphic. P. _Peliran, April 5, 1906. 
TN Reuter’s telegrams to-day the Russian Legation heres quoted as authority for 
a statement that a cordon is being formed at Birjand and that Russian Cossacks are 
being sent from Askabad for the purpose, I haye been informed in writing by the 
Russian Chargé d’Affaires that this is a mistake, and that what he reported was that 
Cossacks of the Tehran Brigade, to the number of 100, were being sent for service in 
Khorasan from Tehran, 




















[11859] No. 21. 


Mr, B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 5.) 
(No, 





1.) 








Teliran, April 6, 1906, 


n Government aro placing 
heikh Jam, His Excele 





Brigade, under Pe 
from Khorassan 
His F: y assurance that the Persian Government 
would permit no Russian troops to enter their territory, and added that aw intimation 
to this effect had heen made to the Russian Chargé d’AfTaires, 
Tt appears that we are already represented at Bixjand by a doctor. 




















{11708} No, 22, 


Sir Eehoard Grey to Mr. fi, Grant Duff 
(No. 53.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April ©, 1906. 
WE see no reason to modify the opinion expressed in, our tolegram No. 61 of tho 
28th July, 1905, respecting the Toan to the Governor of Kain. 
Above is with referonce to your telogram No, 72 of the 22nd March, 














(21461) No. 28, 
Sir Bilward Grey to Mr. B. Grant Duf) 

53.) 

Foreign Office, April 5, 1906. 

T TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your observations and for such action as you 
‘ean properly take, copy of a letter from the Persian Transport Company relative to the 
refusal of the Persian Government ty permit the levying of tolls upon the Kum= 
Sultanabad road ‘ 

‘The communication from the Foreign Office of the 5th ultimo, to which reference 
is niade in the concluding paragraph of this lotter, forwarded the assurance of the 22nd 
December, 1905, regarding the Kuin-Ispaban road, but added that, in view of the 
political situation in Persia and the attitude of the Persian Government, any action by 
the Company likely to provoke serious objections or opposition on their part was at tho 
present moment to be deprecated. 




















Tam, &, 
(Signed) EDWARD, GREY, 
























(11895) No. 24. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 6.) 
Tehran, April 6, 1904 


Seistan telegrams of the 5th instant, 

Compensation for the damage done, and exemplary punishment of the ring- 
leaders, should, I think, be demanded, but the Mollahs lave become more powerful 
of late, and the Persian Government are weak and penniless, and it is unlikely that 
‘ve shall obtain adequate punishment of important Mujteheds, ‘There will probably 
filso be delay in paying compensation for damage. ‘The Kuh-i-Malik-Sial: extension 
and a free grant of Ue land required might be asked for. 

‘De Seistan disturbances may be reproduced elsewhere in Persia at any moments, 
Dut, generally, the feeling of the people is much Tess against Europeans than against 
the Goverment. Tis Majesty's Consul alone ean be the judge of the real urgency 
for the dispatch of Indian troops or for further plague measures. 





(12075) 5. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 7.) 
(No, 904) 
(Polographic.) P. Tehran, April Ty 

SHISUAN, ‘Telegrain No, 212 of the (ith instant from His Majesty's Consul in 

fo Government of India, 

Mounted troops are being sent to Seistan from Mestied by the Persian Govern- 
Ment, bub men from the elvan Cossick brigude under Porsian officers will eventually 
roliove thea 

‘Mie ‘Voliran Cossacks; it should be remembered, are in Russian uniform, and are 

‘nde Russian influence to some extent, but Persia possesses no other 
ly roliable troops. 

T have heen assumed by the Mushived-Dowleh that tho ringleaders of the 
disturbances will be punished: 

The dispatch of Indian troops aevoss the Persian frontier will greatly annoy the 
Shall, and vill probably cause the Persian Government, whose obstructiveness has been 
nuthet less pronounced of late, to sulk for many months. Before souding troops 

as the frontier, [is Majesty's Government will doubtless take these points into 
nisideration, 

If, on the other hand, complications are not likely to be caused elsewhere by such 
action, a salutary elect might in the long ran be produced by sending troops to 
Seistian and keeping them there until the riot and plague questions are thoroughly 
scitled, It would shovy the Persian Government that our endurance has limits, 

Viless we meant to sco the matter through Lam entiroly opposed to sending any 
force at all, und if oie is sent it should be an adequate one, 





{11895} No, 26. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Grant Duff. 
(No. 54) 
(elographic.) 2. Foreign Office, April 

SEISTAN riots, Your telegram No. 94 of 6th April. 

‘You should impress on Persian Government that they will he held responsible for 
the presont serious state of affairs in Seistan, Recent events show that the telegraph 
extensions is more than ever necessary, and you should press for immesiate permission 
to construct it, Before danger of further rioting is over and until state of affairs 
Hecomes tiormal, ft seems premature to demand punishment and compensation. 





11629) 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

(Confidential.) BEER ye 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 7, 1906. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd instant, I am directed by Secretary 

Sir E. Grey to transinit to you herewith copy of # telegram from His Majesty's Charge 

@Affaires at Tehran,* replying to the telegram of the Sad instant from the Government 


of India, relative to quarantine posts on the Afghan frontier. 

Tam to state that Sir E. Grey is disposed to concur in the view expressed by 
Mr. Grant Duff that, until more definite evidence is obtained of the intention of the 
Russians to form a cordon, any representations to the Persian Government in the senso 
suggested by the Viceroy are to be deprecated, and that it would be impolitic to, take 
amy action at the present moment likely to raise the question of the Porso-Afghan 
frontier 


GORST. 





(12076) 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey 


Tehran, April 8, 1906, 
TURKISH frontier dispute, 
His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreey telegraphs as follows, the 7th instant: 
“Tam informed, confidentially, by the Turkish Consul-General at ‘twhreca that 
@ has received a report from his Viee-Consul at Urmi to the effect that a, Purkish 





[12258] No. 29. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received April 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Ingia presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Seeretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the Gth instant, relative to tho Seistan plague riots, 


India Office, April 9, 1906. 


Tnelosure in No, 20. 
Mr, Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, Aprit 6, 1906. 
PLAGUE in Seistan. Your telegram dated the 4th April, “Except that services 
of our men should not be offered to, Persian, Government, T approve your propotale: 
Statement that foree is required for defence of Consulate should be advanced to, moot 
fections by Persian Government, I assume dat your officors and men will in no 
se be concerned in forcing upon population sanitary or preventive measures which 
are contrary to the prejudices and customs, religious or other, of the people. 





[1617] 





(12324) 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Bcioard Grey,—(Received April 9.) 

(No. 95.) : 

(Velegraphic.) BP. Tekran, April 9, 1906. 
DAROY Concession and Bakhtiaris. 


Shuja- 

personal property. 
Drothor of the Shatiah 
who is now in ‘Tehran. 

T was asked by the Shuja-es-Sultan and the Persian Government to suggest that, 
pending the settloment of the dispute, the second of the annual instalments of 2,000L 
due by the Syndicate be held up. I replied that this course would involve breaking 
the Auieoment, and that the Company would, therefore, probably decline to adopt it. 
Apparently the two Signatori in Tehran think that the matter can be settled 
Hetween the Bakhtiaris themscly. 

‘The present paramount Ch expected shortly, and T have arranged that, on 
his aitival, a meeting will he lield to discuss the oi and road questions, which I hope 
may then be definitely settled. 

Yestorday the Chiofs agreed to pay immediately the ontstanding claims for 
robherie 





(12456) No, 31. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received April 9.) 
(No, 99.) 
(Welegraphic.) PB. Tehran, April 9, 1906. 

GOVERNMEN loan made through Lmperial Bank of Persin. 

Porsiun Government have made a payment of interest. Only 5,500/ has been 
paid out of the 28,2700, 7s. due, but Lam informed by the Manager of the Bank that 
tho Persian Government have promised further instalments, and aro showing a 
disposition to pay. 





[12258] No. 82 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, BE. Grant Duff 

(No. 58, 

(Pelographic.) DP. Foreign Office, April 9, 1906, 
YOU should as Vieoroy,to ropent to you his teleqram of tho Ath instant, and our 

roply of the Gth instant, ihe has not already done 0, 





{12360} No. 
India Office to Koreign Office.—( Received April 10.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction, of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards horowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 29th March, relative to riots in Seistan 


India Office, Aprit 9, 1908. 


Tnclosure in No. 33. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India, 
(Telegraphie.) P. March 29, 1906. 
RIOTING in Seistan, 
Please let me know what information you have on this subject 


. Seo telegram 
$2, dated the 28th March, from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. 
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{12401} No. 34. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 10.) 

(No. 100.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

PROPOSED Indo-Persian Parcel Post Convention. 

‘he proposal put forward in Lord Lansdowne’s despatch No, 85 of the 17th June, 
1905, is not refused by Persian Government, but they hope that, if they accopt it, 
Indian post-offices will, on their side, allow letters addressed to India by Porsians in 
south to be stamped with Persian stamps. ‘They represent that loss is caused to the 
Persian Exchequer by insisting on the use of Indian stamps for such correspondence, 


Tehran, April 10, 1906. 





(12670) No. 35, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.), 
0, 102, 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 18, 1906. 

SEISTAN Water Award. 

My despatch No. §9 of 20th Mareli, and Sir A, Handinge’s despatch No, 156 of 
the 10th November, 1902, 

Mushir-cd-Dowleh writes, in reply to my note of the 8th March, that in his note 
of the Oth November, 1902, the Arbitration Commission and final referonce to decision. 
of § y of State for Foreign Affai only accepted by the Persian Govern- 
ment on condition that the awant of the Commission or decision of Seeretary of State 
should be nent with the Goldsmid Award. 

Yamin-i-Nizam, who was the Persian Representative with the Commission, is now 
in Tehran, and I have asked the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, in view of the obseurity of the 
Persian note of the 22nd 8 to allow him to communicate to mo in concise 
form the objections of the P enment to the award, 





(12767) No. 36. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Crey—(Received April 14.) 
(No. 108.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 


Tohran, April 14, 1906. 
TITS Majesty's Consul in Seistan telegraphs as follows :— 


“TE seems that no orders to make arrests have so far been recived by the Deputy 
Goyernor. Unless he is strongly pressed he will certainly not move in the matter, for, 
as L have previously reported, it is practically certain that he and the Mustaufi ane at 
ation, He is now living 4 miles outside the city, and 
communication with hin. is rendered almost impossible by floods. I would therefor 
suggest that orders be sent to him to return to the city’at oneo and remain there until 
the business is sett no time to go and see him, and lie declines to come and 
mie. Nothing to.a speedior settlement, than to oblige him to remain 

in the city until it is effected, for he is in great torror of the plague.” 


[have sent the following reply, which I repeated to Foreign Office, India, and 
Meshed :— 

“Your telegram No, 101, 

“In the opinion of His Majesty’s Government it would be premature to demand 
the punishment of the ringleaders and compensation for damage before things are 
again in.a normal condition, and there is no further danger of rioting, Iam mean- 
while asking once more for the telegeaph extension, and have impressed on the Persian. 
Goversmane tie weavity ot the araneon, ani intone tees (any shiey ‘will Nene 
responsible for it, 

“<T have moreover asked them to order tlie Governor to return to the cit 








(12768) No 37. 


Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced April 15.) 
(No. 105.) 


(Volegraphic.) _P. Tehran, April 15, 1906. 
HIS Majesty’s Consul in Seistan telegraphs as follows :— 


“There have been no further disturbances here, but the situation continues most 
unsatisfactory, Our traders are subjected to petty annoyances, and there are no 
officials left with whom I can transact business, here is no security, and the 
British trader and Customs Mirza, accused of giving religious abuse, as 
reported in my telegram of the 29th March, are unable to leave the Consulate and 
Customs preinises respectively, owing to fear of assault. Meanwhile constant 
communications pass between the Russians and the ringleaders, and the Russians, as 
far as I can gather, are endeavouring to incite the ringleaders to further disturbances. 
Some excitement has also been caused by news of the riot at Meshed, which hae 
reached the peop 

“TL venture to think that either our troops should march straight to Nasratabad 
nd restore onder, or that an ultimatum should be given to the Persian Governm 
stating that unless our demands for punishment of ringleaders are complied: w 
within a fixed tine, which should he a short one, the troops will be marched in ; 
seventeen days have already passed since the occurrence of the riot, 

(Addressed ‘oliran, and repeated to India and Mesied.)” 


ie Depuity-Governor has been oriered by the Mushired-Dowleh by telegraph 
to return to Nasratabad.  Mushir-ed-Dowlel states that the town must be restored to 
its normal condition bofore the Persian Government can punish the ringleaders, 
Nearly three weeks have now elapsed since the riot, and 1 would therefore suggest 
iit if the Persian Government linye taken no steps in a week from to-day I should 
Je mithiorized to inform them that British troops will be sent to protect the Consulate, 
fos ae unto stops are ton for the punishnnent of the ringleaders 


T would venturo to remind you that during the last year and «-hialf no fewer than 
four British officers have now heon attacked. None of the assailants have as yet been 
punished by the Persian Government, and this state of affairs is having a most 
duplorablo effect on our prestige. 





{18016} 0, 38; 
Major Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived April 17.) 


2, Commereial,) 

Bushire, March 18, 1906. 

1 HAVE tlie Honour to forward, for your information, a Confidential note dat 
the Ist instant drawn up by Vige-Consul Richards, in which he discusses the aspects 
and prospects of the seuborne trade botween Russia and the Persian Gulf, as at present 
indieated by the operations of the Russian Stean Navigation and ‘Trading Company's 
iret steamers from Orlessa, 

‘Phe nature and sources of Me. Richards’ information make it undesirable that 
hhis note should form part of a published Trade Report, I therefore submit it 
independently, 

‘Vhe British shipping Companios which come within the purview of the Vi 

u's allusions, namely :— 


ish India Steam Navigation Company 
rabian and Persian Steam Navigation Company > 
Bueknall Brother 
West Hartlepool Company, 


, ibis to be loped, and maintain such a vigilant watch 
upon the operations of thi ily dized Russian rival as will enable them to 
Know at once when its artificial competition seriously affects their own interests and 
earnings. T therefore hesitate to be tuo prodigal with good advice, Tam, however, 
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by no means alone in holding the opinion that the practically unopposed predominance 
Which British lines have so long enjoyed in the control of the carrying trade to Muscat 
and the Persian Gulf ports, lias made them prone to a somewhat rigid and intolerant 
Tine of policy towards local traders, which it will surely be necessary for them to 
modify before long if they are to continue to keep out foreign competition as success- 
fully as they have in the past, especially State-aided conipetition like that represented 
hy the Odessa Line. 

Mr. Richards has been at pains to study the question, and I venture to recommend 
that, if you see no objection, his conclusions may he communicated confidentially to the 
Tonclon agents of the Companies mentioned, 

Thive, &. 
(Signed). Z, COX. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 38. 


Report on the Direct Trane from Russia with Bushire and Bunder Abbas, during the 
Years 1904-1905, ly the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company's Direct 
Steamers from Odessa. 


IT will be scen from statements attached that the total imports into Bushire 
and Bunder Abbas during the year 1905, show an increase of 1,261 packages over that 
of 1904. 

When this is taken with the following facts— 


(a.} ‘That nearly three-quarters of the cargo brought forward in 1905 was during 
the first six months of the yeai 

(d,) The disturbed state of Russia generally, and Odessa in particulan 
Ais apparent that this nde with Rossi, through divet steamers, i making scaly 
advance, 

Besides the inroads the Russians are making in the trade of cotton piece-goods 
‘nd prints in the south of Persia, thre is the other danger toe feared of thoit seriously 
affecting the British steam-ship Companies by capturing part of their trade, which, if 
they do, the British steam-ship owners have only themselves to blame, 

3, At present, owing toa combination or ring of the Companies running direct 
steamers from the United Kingdom to the Persian Gulf, and what is particularly a 
monopoly of the Indian trade held by the British Indian Steam Navigation Company, 
together with their arbitrary and harsh rules, &,, the merchants of the Gulf are very, 
discontented and would welcome any steam-ship Company, whether Russian, Gerinan, 
or French who would release them from what they consider the harsh eluiches of 

nation aud monopoly. 

4, Directly Russia, and Odessa in particular, have recovered their normal state, 
and this Steam-ship and ‘Trading Company, which is strongly backeid by the Russian 
Government, can concentrate its energies to its advancement, an attack on tho carrying 
trade to the Gulf can be looked for, and it is on the transhipment eargo, from Port 
Said and Suez, where it is likely to be first felt, the present treatment. of which is most 
obnoxious to the merchants, 

5, Secing that the trade from the continent to the Persian Gulf is 20 per cent, of 
the total and that to Bussorah must be also abont the same proportion, if not bigger, 
ving to the great quantity of cargo which is sent forward from there’ to Asia Min 
and Persia, it can be easily seen that the combination, and British India Steam 
Navigation Company especially, can be very seriously hit, should the Directors of the 
Russian Steam Navigation Company and Trading Company, or any other Company, lay, 
themselves open to capture this trade route, 

G, Lt is greatly to be regretted that the British steam-ship Companies triding with 
the Gulf, do not take more notice of complaints made to them, either direct or through 
otlier sources, instead of adhering so steadfastly to the clauses on their bills of lading, 
which purport to freé themselves from all responsibilities whatsoever, regardless of 
\wliat they might or might uot do with the cargo they carry 

. Whetlier all these clauses ou the bills of lading are legal or not remains 
uuproved, as the poor merchant fears to set the law in motion against such a strong 

bination and Company, prefering: to grin and bear his present treatment to risk 

< rm into heavy lewal expenses, even should he win thecase, but he would welcome 
the advent “i anotler Company to free hin from his present position, and, therefore, 

WAT G 
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sliould the Directors of the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company seriously 
set themselves to capture this trade route, they will find the way well prepared for an 
0) 
With the capturing of this trade route the imports from other countries, to tho 
detriment of English: goods, can be expected to show an inerea: 

9. The combination and monopoly by their behaviour not only jeopardize their 
own position but the trade of the (Gulf, and Persia generally, with the United 
Kingdom, 

10, ‘Phe effect combinations have on the trade with the United Kingdom is clearly 
shown by the disastrous result of the combination of the lines running steamers from 
ie United Kingdo 5 Is are now 
Jing ousted to the ady 0, be carried some 
1,000 miles further, and no doubt it will he the same in the Persian Gulf should the 
Russians get a firm hold of the carrying trade. 

11. At present the lussian 1 the south of Persia is greatly handicapped 
Auainst his British confrére, inasrauch that he has to learn the trade of the country, 
whereas the other man has alrea 


conceivable manner, the trader who 

‘nt hia may the men he can trust, and, what is mo 

the Russian merchant has to letra, and falls an 
ivho yoos to him with a fixed intention of obtaining goods for which 
Ht also to the ontinary, merebant, who is to all intents and purposes a trustworth 
snin, bit who will never miss an opportunity to take advantage of the ignorance aud 
gullibilily of « forcign morchant new to the trade of the country. 

19. Tho Russian is propared and does give credit and facilities always on better 
forms than th sh merchant, and is satistied with smaller profits, therefore he 
Ouglit to druy he hotter class of man, hut at present he himself is not trusted by the 

iv the Bnglishiman, therefore as yet in the south of Persia, as far us 1 ean 
« the only. people who will deal with him are those of decidedly shady 
chatuotor who ean’ eonmand very litle, if any, credit elsewhere, a 


Imports into Bushire. 


Colton ant Pirce-qoods,—Vhese iu the statements attached should be taken 
togeilier, ds, although’ thi jered soparately in the documents which 1 have 
Yoon able 1) peruse * Ieart. from other sources, one and the same 
‘Whose hay aearly ntry, principally to Shiraz, but a fev 
went on to Tspabai 
It is in this article of cotton prints that the Russians ean challenge 
chunce of suecoss the English) manufncturer, and their success, more especially 
north of Persia, is, T learn from azonts of lew ling houses, doing serious damago, 
‘Miey appeur to have studied the English prints whieh ire put on the Persian 
Hetail, aud 1 have been shown rad in Russia 
copy and colour of registered pattorus” of an English manufacturer, the 
difference Dying that it is printed ou better, or rather thicker, shirting, hearing a 
Wor oF more jslossy fn 
‘This, {understand izhi it makes the article slightly dearer, does, in certain 
parts of tho country, forable to the English article, especially in the north 
or cooler climates, Wut so fi Persia’ is concerned it has had rather 9 
otering effect on the selling than otherwis 
Another adverse element in te south of Persia at present is the Russian measure 
ments not being understood hy the Persian merchants, ke. the Arshan equivalent to 
2 inches and the width of Russian eloth of 22-25 inches, as against 25-28 inches of 
Snglishiclothis. They only knove the— 


Poesy ar : 42 chen 
: So 
His < . se 
but this difficulty will be very soon nvereome. 
Dales which were brought by andre E, Terk agent for 
elsibler ind Cp, for a hiss firm in ail Behbahian, were refused. 
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‘These have since been sold by M. E. Torletsky at reduced prices to get rid 
of them. a 
Samples (A) are of prints which are doing so much damage to the British goods, 
and have been brought by agent for Messrs. Carl Scheibler and Co. "4 
Sample (AT) is of Russian manufacture with Russian width, whieh the indentor 
Donghit at 70 cents per Euglish yard. if 
Sample (A.2) is of English manufacture which, although on coarser cloth but bigger 
width, cannot now fetch 70 cents, which was hitherto its price. ‘The other saimples ars 
of a class which is uot dealt with by British merchants out he 2 
‘Tho samples (B) iuelosed are what is known in the trade as “fancy goods,” they 
also been bronglit forward for sale by M, Alexandre E. ‘Terlataky, agent for 
Carl Scheibler and Co., and are part of the orders before referred to which 
were taken up by the indentors, 
is class of goods is uot imported. by British houses, unless specially ordered, as 
very little demand for it in the South—the British merchant preferring, not to 
6, a8 his Russian confrére will, on the off chance of working up a demand, but 
d to understand thi ‘np class and quality of article could be placed on 
Ket, British manufactured, at cheaper rates, é 
‘Phe indentors regret their order, and do uot expect to realise any profit, 
‘The measurements on all these samples are worked out into English yard and 
Persiaw coinage, 
Tea—Messts. Zonzinolt Rrbres from Russia in 4b, lead-lined 
inbles. Indian tea in all: respects, 
put the price is y Indian teas, and is: therefore 
unsaleable, ‘The native who can atfo 6 the White China tea, while the poorer 
classes prefer the cheapor Batavia and 1. ‘The dearer Indian and Batavia. teas 
have no sale in Porsi 
Ie is reported that the representative of Messrs, Zenzinolf has stated that the con 
siguijont of tea sent to them has proved-a complete failure, and they have only been 
Die to séll a fow packyts of it here and there, and the rest they have sent to Shiraz. for 
qiloresit posal 
Sigar—The sugars which have been brought forward from Russia—both loaf and 
soft are not liked by the native, and are of very inferior quality, especially the soft; 
rnd Messrs. Carl, Scheiblerand Co, are experiencing great difficulty in getting it off 
their hands, bei sapped with the fact that a large quantity of it 
arrived sweat ani) water d 


Export frow Bushire. 


‘Phe Russiin wershant in Persit obtains his produce for oxport, priuvipally cotton 
in the south, by (4 they wake texularly to cultivators antl proprietors of lands, 
lie Russian Government extending fill support towards all sich: yentures, thus 

ing these 

Vhis is exemplified it: the votton business established by Messrs. Prokh who 
have sent any agent to Sure), some fang tuiles from Abadel, who enters i 
contracts with the cultivators, analsings advayees through the intermediary of the local 

thatities there, with whose support everything works smoothly. Should tho cultivator 
iproprictor fail to complete his contract hiv is forced hy the loeal authorities, who in 
thurn is forced through the Central Gos ain by the Russian Legation. 

So far only cotton has buen dealt with in the s i 

Tobacen—This tobacco shipped hy the Russian Steam Navigation and ‘Trading 

ngs to the Soeisté de Totbac, whose agent in Bushire is M, Gorsky, the 
11 Steam Navigation and Trading Company. 
As a contract (Hat the Society: will ship sone 20,000 or 30,000 bags. 
Mouaromerah, Basbire, Lingaby and Bunder Abbas a 
1k whieh they have to. pay to 
jot available, 
at for the Société de Tombac in, Bushire, has the passing, 
seco which leaves Bushire for Bussorali, Bagdad, 
Turkish ports that amounts to abont 40,000 ot 


unobtainable, 
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‘The firm of Messrs. Zenzinoff and Company started business in Bushire about two 
yours age 

‘hey haye opened a shop which is stocked with samples of all kinds of glassware, 
crockery, boots, shoes, lamps, and sundries which have been brought out in the hopes 
of obtaining orders, but 60 far this has not been a success, and I understand they 
‘ire anxious to give this business up and confine themselves to sugar and paraflin, both 
of which they have brought forward in fairly large quantities, but it is onlywith the 
latter they have met with any suceoss, 


(Signed) _-H. A. RICHARDS, 
His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul. 
Bushire, March 1, 1908, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 38. 


Tora Iuports brought forward to Bushire and Bunder Abbas during the years 1904 
and 1905 by the Russian Steam Navigation Company. 





: 





| ow | 
| aie | 

iat 

pia 
ei 


ee 
Comeat Ons 
Mincrl water 3 | Gases 
Phe | Bcc 
ite Tangles 2) b 
Sutures eae | io 


| 43,853 | 44,04 | 1047 








‘Total Toerease—1,261, 


Iuronra brought forward to Bushire by the Russian Steam Navigation Company |), 
‘during the years 1901 and 1905, 








8 eee 
; ob 
i 











ye Fe " | agate [35037 
i 





Decrease, Package 3617. 


{uca7] 























I a ear 


26 


Taronns brought forward to Bunder Abbas by the Russian Steam Navigation Company 
during the years 1904 and 1905, 
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Tnerease, Packages 1,808, 


frareENT respecting Goods exported from Bushire by the Russian Steam Navigation 
Company during the years 101 and 1905. 
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ng Steamers hulonsing to the. Russian Steam Navigation Company 
which arrived in Bushire during 104 and 1905, 
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BETS | from Odessa, frou: Odes, Tonnage. 
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Dina ee asf Maret 14 sj Amils.. 2400 
Monat. 1) Say 1? rates ‘m0 
Trosvor: Segue 2) October 
ves 2) Ntomier 14 











26° 





(12927) No, 38°. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 
(No. 68.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 21, 1906. 


T HAD the honour to receive your despatch No. 28 of the 20th ultimo regarding 
certain complaints made against me by the Persian Government. 5 

Tn former communications to you I have answered, I trust to your satisfaction, 
that portion of the Persian Minister's Memorandum which relates to a conversation 
Thich T nd with the Grand Vizier early in January Inst on the subject of the state 
of Fars. 

The second complaint (chat relating to the ease of the Legation Seraidar) appears 
to me even more unjustifiable than the first, and I think iy desirable to send you tho 
whole correspondence which passed between His Majesty's Legation and the Mushir-ed- 
Dovwlch in regard to the matter. It will be, of course, for you to judge whether any of 
my communications ean be described as most acrimonious.” 

Tn my despatch No. 40 of the 23rd ultimo T had the honour to report on the circum 
stances which led me to dispense with the services of the Seraidar of His Majesty's 
Legation. In my note to the Mushir-ed-Dowleli of the 6th December last you will seo 
that, after stating the charges I made against the Seraidar, I asked for his arrost 
pending an inquiry into the case before the proper authorities, 

On the Uti December, Mx, Graham, hearing on excellent authority that the 
Soraidar intended to sell his house and bolt, requested tho Meftahi-es-Saltanch, head of 
the British section at the Persian Foreign Ollice, to take stops to prevent this, No steps 
whatever were taken by the Persian authorities to detain the Seraidar, who continued to 
use every effort to sell his house, and went so far as to incite one of his companions to 
assault the Under-Seraidar of His Majesty's Legation, who was one of the witnesses 
against h 

Tn these circumstances 1 ordered lim to be detained in His Majesty's Legation, and 
so informed the Mushir-e-Dowleh, at the same time stating that, if desired, hho. should 
be handed over to the Pe quently, the Meftah-es-Saltanch came to 
the Legation, and, on i nt the eseapo of Tssa Khan, T handed the 
latter over to him, 

I hiave alteady reported the result of the inquiry into the case. As one of the 
principal witnesses against Issa Khan was certainly, and the two Persian Judges 
probably, bribed, I consider that great is dueto Mr, Graham for his ¢ 
the neg, the! more #o thal evry dilieuty vas placed in his way by the Persian 
authorities. 

T would draw your particular attention to the Mushir-ed-Dowlch's letter to. mo 
of the 27th January last, in which he incloses a communication from the Seraida 
stating that Mr. Graham used violence to obtain possession of his accounts, aud 
implying that Mr. Graham would alter these accounts to the advantage of His Majesty's 
Legation, I could not allow this to pass withont protest, and in my note of the 
20th January T expressed my regret that the Mushir-od-Dowleh should have thought fit 
to allow a discharged servant to make such allegations, or should haye permitted 
such a document to be forwarded to me. 

‘On tlie next occasion on which I saw the Mushir-ed-Dowleh I drew his Excelleney's 
attention to the vory unusual tone of hiscommunication. He admitted that Issa Khan's 
petition should not have been sent to me, and offered to withdraw it, I replied that T 
would agree to this, provided that my reply was also returned. His Excellency has 
never returned it, and as he has thought fit to complain, I haye the honour to forward 
it with the other papers. 

‘The whole caso is 1» good example of the methods of the Persian Forei 
and of the growing impossibility of obtaining j 
necessary to say that, although the Persian Government has undertaken to compel the 
Scraidar to disgorge 700, of the money stolen from His Majesty's Government, he has 
received uo punishment whatever, and I gather from the Mushir-od-Dowlch that his 
offence is not punishable under any law in force in Persia, 

As his Excellency has just been compelled to hand over nearly 10,0001. of his 
own ill-gotten gains, he perhaps felt some shame in bringing pressure to bear on 
Tsea Khan. 






























































































j 1 Often, 
» in this country. It is hardly 















Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUPF, 


[Inclosures not printed.) 
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[12981] No. 39. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 


(No. 72.) 
‘ir, Tehran, March 25, 1906. 

I HAVE the hononr to transmit to you copies of correspondence between His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire and myself, regarding the question whether 
Persian subjects and Bahreinis, Koweitis, &c., in the employ of British subjects resident 
in Porsia are entitled to the good offices of British Consular officers in this country. 

As the question is rather a difficult one, I would inquire whether you approve the 
view T have taken in my instructions to Major Cox. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFP. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 39. 


Major Cox to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir, Bushire, January 13, 1906, 

IN his despatch No. 45 of the 30th April, 1903, my predecessor had the honour to 
address His Majesty’s Minister regarding the refusal of the local authorities to recognize 
the title of Persians in the employ of foreigners in Persia to the good offices of the 
latter's Consular representati 

I note from my record that in this office letter No. 132 of the 14th December, 1903, 
his Excellency was reminded of the reference, but I cannot trace the receipt of any 
reply. 

As the question has risen again, I am constrained to trouble you further in the 
matter, and have the honour to express the hope that T he informed of your views. 
of the position at an early date, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) P, Z, COX. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 39. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Major Cox. 


, Tehiran, March 7, 1906. 
T HAVE received your despatch No. 4 of the 13th January last, regarding the 
refusal of the local authorities of Bushire to recognize the title of Persians in the employ 
of foreigners in Persia to the good offices of the 's Consular entatives 
rticle NIL of the Treaty between Great Br 
following clause : 


Saving the provisions in the latter part of the preceding A 

Government will renounce the right of protecting hereafter any Persian subj 
actually in the employment of the British Mission or of British Consuls-General, 
Consuls, Vice-Consuls, or Consular Agents, provided that no such right is accorded to 
or exercised by any other foreign Powers.” 


és have undoubtedly arisen in recent years in which the Russian Legation has 
protected Persian subjects not in the employ of the persons mentioned in Article XI. 
Tn these circumstances it appears to me that in case gros: ression by the local 
authorities it is legitimate for you or any other British Consular officer to intervene 
to protect Persians in the employ of British subjects, I should, however, recommend 
you only to intervene in extreme cases, and never where there is a reasonable 
probability that the Persian subject concerned has committed an offence punishable 
hy Mahommedan law. 
recently gave protection to the Majid-es-Saltaneh, who was for six months in 
“bast” at the British Consulate-General at Tabreez, and on the refusal of the Shah’s 
Government to permit him to leave Persia, T instructed Mr, Wratislaw to appoint him 
his Mirza, He was subsequently allowed to leave the conutry. 























































As regards subjects of the Sultan of Museat—Bahreinis, Koweitis, &e.—in British 
cmployment in Porsia, I think it is your duty to protect them, and I request you to 
report, to me any cases in which the local authorities decline to accept your repre- 
sentations on Lebalf of such persons. 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 





9. 
Major Cox to Mr. E, Grant Duff 





(No. 15.) Bn clair, Bushire, Jonuary 28, 1906. 

WHEN replying to my letter No. 4 of the 13th January, please also include your 
views in the ease of subjects of the Sultan of Muscat, or other independent Mahommedan 
Ruler, employed hy British subjects in Persia, whether official or private, 








[12932] No. 10. 


x Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received April 17.) 
oF 
Bin, Tehran, March 25, 190 
WII'H reference to my telogram No. 74 of the 28n1 instant, Ehave the honour 
to fonward herewith correspondence regarding an irieident which took plice at Shiraz 
while the harem of the Shon-es-Sultanch were leaving that town escorted by the 
Idjlaleed-Dowleh, 
‘Whe Jncts, as for as they are in my posse 
y's Consul, Mr. Grahaine, and 
ing on a piece of land 62 yanils wide 

















a, appear to he the following : 
the sowars of his escort were practising 

Vjoining the public road, A group of 
nid sowars were looking on. ‘The Tdjlal-ed-Dowleh, riding several hundred 
yiods ahead of the Prince's household, crossed to the far side of the ground, and, 
Iinudishing a stick, proceeded to threaten the spectators, including some of 
Mu, Gralimo’s escort. His Majesty's Consul then rode np to the Tdjlal, and an 
very altercation ensued, Sulisequently, the head of the Shoa-es-Sultaneli’s Chancery 
clon Mr, Grahame, ind explained that the Tdjlal-ed-Dowleh had not intended to 































threaten the sowars. Mr. Grahame then wrote accepting this explanation, and 
withdrnwing 
Dowleh. 





iy expressions which might have caused offence to the Tdjlal-cd- 


z the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s message, through the Meftah-es-Sultanch, 
asked My. Graliame for a Report, and communicated the substance of it ta 
lis lixectleney, On the receipt of an official note from the Persian Gor 
tho Ith instant, I replied that 1 had asked Mr. Grahame for a more detailed report, 
‘nd also sont a private message to Mushired-Dowlch to say that, if his Excellency 
thought fit to press the case, T should he obliged to raise the question of the 
{lircitening of our sowars. Tn ansiver, his Excellency sent the Meftali-cs-Sultonch to 
say that the Shab had ordered that the ease should be dropped. I was therefore 
surprised to receive your telegram No. 44 of the 23nd instant instructing me to 

nit on the case, T saw the Mushir-ed-Dowleh the same day, and learned that 
your telogram had crossed instructions to the Prince Ala-esSultanch not to press the 
matter. 

‘he Idjlal-ed-Dowleh is a relative of the Shon-es-Sultanch, and is considered a 
ruffian even by other members of the Kajar tribe, He was concerned, in 1904, in a 
Tnutal assault on the signaller of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department at 
Borasiun, As Mr, Grabame bas been trying for over a year to bring him to book for 
tho assault, and hias also greatly assisted me in turning. the Shon-cs-Sultanch out of 
the Govemor-Genoralship of Bars, | have no doubt that the opportunity of doing His 
Majesty’s Consul a bad turn was considered too good to be lost. I desire to draw 
your particular attention to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh's confession, made in the presence 
of Alas Kuli Khan, that the complaints made against Mr. Grahame and myself in 
London emanate from the Shon-es-Sultanch, and are principally designed to cause 
Gificulties between his Excellency and His Majesty's Legation. As the Mushir-ed- 
Howleh and tie Shoa-es-Sultaneh'are on terms of almost open enmity, there may be 
some truth in the statement, It would materially assist me in my very difficult work 
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Lonton. 


(Signed) 








Tnelosure 1 in No. 





and that 





Indian escort obstructed their pas 
in the public street. 

Tat once requested His Mf 
the occurrence. I have now re 


This complaint emanat 































yards ahead of the Prince’ 
52 yards broad, where T was tent-peg, 
spectators. ‘The Tdjlal rode up, brand 
composed of my sowars and the Pe 
‘and remonstrated with 
did so, 

















inst the crowd, and not 





inst my men. 





Khan ealled 
latter, 1 
my s\ 





\d_ repeated the Tdjla 


expla 
ced not say that, no. 


ttempt of any ki 








ais it appears to mie. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mir. E, 





1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the 
respecting the misbehaviour of the British Consi 
his Royal Highness the Shon-es-Su 
the matter from. 
facts. 





















Huclosure 3 in No. 





M 











1 HAVE the honour to acknowle 
Asth instant, regarding the alleged. 
Shiraz, 
houselioid of his Imperial Highness the Shoa-c 


[is 














THE Meftah-es-Sultanchi recently brought me a me 
stating that a few days ago, when the housthold of his Imperial Highness the Sho: 
Sultaneh was leaving Shiraz, Mr. Grahame, His Majesty's Consul at that town, and his 
irahame was drilling his sowars 


that he had no right to threaten’ my sowar 








ich. Detai 


Thaye, &, 


luere if the Persian Minister could be made to understand that unfounded personal 
complaints against His Majesty's officials in Persia are not viewed with satisfaction in 


EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


40. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


Ir, 





y's Consul to furnish me with a Report regan 
cived it, and it is to the following eff 


from the Idjlal-ed-Dowleh, who x 
attack on our signaller at Borasjun. Last Sunday the Tdjlal, 


Te 





ation. 








10, 





ipt of 
ul at 


10, 


i Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


ge the receipt of your Excellence 
‘ion of Mr. Grahame, Hi: 
obstructing the passige of the Idjlal-ed-Dowleh, who w 


ultaneh, 














rant Diffs 





muy note of the 1hih insta 
hiraz tow 
















March 15, 1906, 


ze from your Excellency, 











is concerned in the 


ing several hundred 
household, crossed to the far side of the avenue, over 
ing with my sowars, in presence of some Persinn 
hing a stick, and proceoded to break up the group, 
ans who were looking on. 

im. for raising his stick against my men. 
atiadicted this, and bade him 
About two hours lat 
T then wrote accepting the 
mado either by myself or by 
8 to obstruct the passage of the Prince’s liousehold.” 


T trust that Mr. Grahame’s Report will seem as. satist 


Trode up to the Idjlal 


Tle replied that he 





* Miva 





fuctory to your Excellency 


Mach 18, 1906 





nds the harem of 
heen received on 




















March 19, 1906, 
y's note of the 

Majesty’s Consul ut 

travelling with the 
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30. 


report made by Mr, Graham 
T have now requested Hi 


in regard to the matter. 
Majesty's Consul to 






Exeollene 

Sincé writing the above Tw: 
of Abbas Kuli Khan, that the Persian Government had d 
{informed the Meftah that 1 was glad of this solution, 
necessary to say that Mr, Grahame had neither offered a 
Highness the Shi 
passage out of Shiraz, 





informed by the Meftab 















and th: 
















Tn my note of the 15th insiant I informed your Excellency of the telegraphic 






furnish me with a more detailed 
Report, on the arrival of which F shall again have the honcur of addressing your 


Sultanch, in presence 
jded not to press th , 

it was hardly 
ny insult to his Imperial 
s-Sultaneh’s houschold nor had even thought of barring their 








[12933] No. 1. 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to Si 





Edward Grey.— (Received Aprit V7.) 
(No. 74.) 








i Sir, Tehran, March 27, 1906. 
HN WITH reference to my telegram No. 67 of the 19th instant, L have the honour to 
' transmit herewith copies of threo letters from the Chief Manager of the Iunperial Bank 
i of Persia regarding the ran which recently took place on that institution. 





On the 14th msta meeting of eertain nati 
was held at dhe Russian Bank, with a view to eone 





















bank, 164,700 toma 
Russian Bank: 

On the 19th 1 called on Mr, Rabino to inquire whother L could 
Dut he assured me that there was no sort of danger and that the ran would be 

‘ho Russian Bank deny complicity servlitable proceeding, bi 
mont ix hard to reconcile with the mecting of native sarrafs held o1 
and with the presentations of notes in a noisy and ostentatfons manner j 
when such night be supposed to be inconvenient to our bank. 
Tuk of Persia is just nove rich and the ba 
arin ould. not possibly: be attended 
to cish on demand every note in efrculation in Por 




















































suyie whic wucvessful, could hardly fail to 
British Hank, 1 is stated on fairly good wuthority th 
fare not altogether sitistied with M. Grube's recent mn: 
M, Cirube told mo confidentially not long ago that he was soon le 
deen offeved a post in the Russian State Bank and also a inueh more 
ment in Nobel's, 1 gathered that he was hesitating which posi 
his decision would dupend on the course of events i Lew 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) 








the Russian Min 
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Tnclosure 1 in} 


A, 








Mr, Rabi 





to Mr, B. Grant Duff 







4 ‘ehran, March 1 
AR ow good authority t 
the Russian Bink on Weduesitay, if was decided to organize a cm on the ha 
financed hy ony competitors 





ukers connected with Ti 
t the note 


4 the funperial Bank, 

f On the following Monday the run began, Mr. Rabino having meanwhile taken 
Adequate preeantions to preserve orton, 

} ‘Whe run lasted till the following Saturday, the bank being closed on the 22nd 
instant for the Persian, New Year and, as usual, on the Friday. 

| During the four days of the rin 254,700 tomans (42,3001) were drawn from the 


1s (27,5101.) hy the public and 90,000 tomans (15,0001) by the 


of any ass 








their premises, 





8 the Tmperial 
r poor, M. Grube might have known that 
ith success, and that Mr, Rabino was pr 





{i is thorofore dilfcult to understand what could have been the object of a 
rease the local ereilit of the 

ry of Finance 
gement of their alfairs here, 
«Persia, and had 

ierative appoint 
to accopt, and that 


EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 












it i mectinus of sarrafs, mostly Tabreezis, held 
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T have taken the necessary steps to preserve order; the money question is not of 
the slightest importance. 


ivate) 
Ore ‘undignified proceeding on the part of M. Grube only shows how ineompetent 
he is for his post and how litfle he knows of the financial situation. ‘To attack us at 
the present moment is to court disaster and confusion, 

Tam letting the gossips of Tehran know that the Russian Bank bas engineered a 
run on the bank for Monday, and that it may be worth seeing, 

‘The Atabeg at last promises to see me on Wednesday. 






























Yours, &c. 
(Signed) ' J. RABINO. 

























Tuclosnre 2 in No, 41, 


Mr. Rabino to Mr, E, Grant Duff. 
(Private.) 
Dear Mr. Grant Dufi, 
THE run on the bank has con 
do not think it will re 


done, and are anxion: 
The Banque d’ 


Tehran, March 21, 1906. 
pletely ceased, both here and at the bazaar, and T 
The ringleaders ave railier sorry for what they have 
leaying having liad a hand in this twopenny-halfpenny”” plot, 
‘compte sent their Controller to protest of their innocence in the 
matter, but he could not deny that the sarrafs held a meeting last Wednesday at the 
Office of the Banque to concert measures; nor could he deny that, when our central 
hall was filled by an excited crowd, five cashiers of the Banque came in, noisily 
demanding $0,000 tomans, and stating that they wanted the money immediately and 















Tdo not at all go the le that the movement: 
was financed by our comp utter lack of judg- 
ment and dignity, As to the Persian authors of the scare, they will only bring 
‘confusion aud loss on themselves, { 
Yours very truly, 
(Signed) RADINO, 














Inelosure 8 in No. 41. 











Inperial Bank of Persia to Mrs fs Grant Du 










Sir, Tehran, March 26, 1906. 

ON Wednesday, the 1th Marchi, « meeting of certain surrafs, or native bankers, 
connected with Tabree the Banque d’Escompte de Perse with a view to 
concerted action ayaiust the note issue of the Imperial Bank of Persia, : 

Cortain of tliese sarrafs waited subsequently upon the richest and most important 
merchant of the place and assured him that the Bangue d'Bscompte had agreed to 
finance the movement by opening a yery large credit to cach of the participants, 
in order to enable them to collect aotes and suddenly present them in largo 
quantities, 

On Monday, 
came to the 































agreed upon, the ron commenced, and a large crowd of people 
ik demanding payment of notes, which they had heen informed could 
h native bankers refused. 

‘There was no disorder, as we bad taken the precaution of erecting a strong barrier 
parallel to the counter to prevent our cashiers from being overwhelmed, 4 

The Banque d’Escompte makes it a rule to inform us by letter a day or two in 
advance of their intention t6 present any large amount of notes, in ordor that steps tn 
be taken for counting the money as qu possible, In this ease no notice was 
given, and, at the moment when onr offices were filled with an excited crowd, five 


























































































cashier of the Banque d’Escompte cane in and demanded immediate payment of 
£00,000 krans, stating that they would take the money vithout connting, 
‘Whe amounts paid out by us wer 
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As you see, the moveme 

We need scarcely remind 
inspection, sud wo e at We are in a position at present to pay on demand 
every otk , our printed balance sheet shows that the bank could 
‘ML any-toment pay the whole note issue:in Lontlon indepen f Persia 

The auiount paid.ont, if converted into L money, is insignificant, but the 
smiullioss of the Persian tuit-—¥ iakes the handling of money 
extremely troublesome and 

‘The question of coin in Persia is a dificult one « 
curreney, fa une te: 


a complete failure, 
fon that our books and t 






alway's open to your 

























its ‘ pf ne scarcity of 
que WEScompte was on the point of suspending 
payinont io Reshe and RGU iesolvaney lean ber guerieaeu hark ae 
it hud not provided evin to meot its ougogements); our treasury was opened 
ronvlor therm assistance, and. they drew from us very lite su th 
icin suited in w depreciation of thy roubl 
vont, (7th Iune, 161 roubles = 100 tomans ; 27th fy 
os At which wwe bought translors. on 
5 oi London tinsaleabte to the publi 
ithe face of the denial of the Banque a 



















Here of 18 per 
= 100 tomans, 
ng their three inonths? 
1s the ouly. buyers. 

vompte of their complicity in this dice 





















ervdlitable combing wo do not wish to cousider aut establishment under the control 
oft) edited Agent of the [Russian Minister of Kinanee to be chargeable with 





of 





HMviie more than a sing ig etiquette in allowing the hostile niveti 
he licld at its offices and in prrsontingy notes ostentatiously and noisily at a moment 
Hit might he supposed that this would cause us trouble. i 

Wo hive had to encounter « campaign of misrepreseutition and falsehood ; it has 
is no hana whatever, but it has caused confusion and embarrassment to business 

‘and hax inflicted toss on poor people, who havo been frightened into selling tHetr stuall 

notes at a disconnt to petty: money-chanwers, 
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done 





We remain, &e. 
 linperial Bauk of P 
ned) RABINO, 











{12934) No, 2. 





Grant Duff to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Recetved April 17.) 





Tehran, March 26, 1906. 
of the note which T addressed to the 
iovernment, in obedience to the instructions containe our telegram 
of the dnt instant, on the subject of the attack on Licutenant-Colonel Douglas 
and Captain Lorimer by the Direkwand Lurs, st 

Th tho Mushined-Dowleh’s roply, translation of wi 
inclose, you will see that the Persian Governm: 
principal offenders have already hee 
ven to Colonal Douglas of the dan: 

Valso inclose a copy of my letter to the Prince 
Dirma haying heen transferred to Kerma 
T feny that it is unlikely that anythi 








1 ULAVEE the honour to transmit a eop; 
i 














h 1 have the honour to 
t continue to the 






and that as previous warning was 
dno a 









wensation i 
vernor of Ln 


due, 
au, the Firman 














sorious will be done to bring the 





33 


Direkwand tribe to justice, and that any further note to the Persian Government 
would merely clicit @ repetition of the communications previously received. 

he Shah and his advisers are perfectly well aware that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment will not have recourse to forcible measures to obtain the settlement of such 
cases, and even if His Majesty was willing to coorce the Direkwands, it is uncertain 
whether the starving and ill-armed Persian troops could make head against brave and 
hardy mountaineers like the Lurs. 

‘in the absence of instructions to the contrary, I shall continue to press for the 
arrest of the offenders not yet captured, but I lave little reason to think that any 
further representations will be successful. I presume that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment still object to the payment from the Jask Royalty of the compensation 
demanded. 











Thave, &«, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 42. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
March 6, 1906. 
I DID not fail to submit to His Majesty's Principal Secretary. of State for 

Affairs your note of the Gth Jannary last: regarding the attack by the 
rand Lurs on Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimor in the autumn 
of 1904. 

It will be in your Excellency’s recollection that the Firman Firma, when 
Governor of Luristan, promised to undertake an expodition aghinst the Direkwands 
after the harvest, and Lam directed by Sir Edward Grey to urge the Persian Govern- 
ment to take advantage of the present season fo secure the punishment of the tribe 
concerned in the outrage: 

3 regards the qu stion of compensation, I am instructed to state that, in view of 
the dilatory and inefficient measures taken by the Porsian Government for the punt 
ment of the culprits and the unsatisfuctory nature of the results achieved, His 

y's Government see no reason to modify their attitude, 


























Tnclosure 2 in No. 42. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(Uranstation.) March 18, 1906. 
T HAVE received your note of the Gti instant respecting the attack made on 
Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer by some Dirckwand Turs in the autumn of 
1904, As you ar aware, some of the above-mentioned Lurs have heen arrested, 
You stated that five men in the photograph and of the names sent to you wore actually 
engaged in the attack, and you desired the rest to remain in gaol as a means of 
ng the other offenders. ‘They are at present in gaol, but, in spite of caroful 
inquiries made into the matter, no other offender has become known, but it is certain 
that the five men in question committed the offen: 
Under these circumstances no other step: remains to be taken which may requiie 
instructions to be 
With reganl to the compensation, you state that “in view of the dilatory and 
inefficient measures taken by the Persian Government for the punishment of the 
culprits and the unsatisfactory nature of the results achieved His Majesty's 
Government see no reason to motify their attitude.” 

Oi: this point I have the lidnour to refer you to the letter written by Colonel 
Douglas and Captain Lorimer to the Begler Begi of Kurram Abad after their journey. 
and the incident. ‘hese officers were distinctly prohibited on account ‘of the 
Aisturbed state of the Lurs and the insecurity ‘of the roads, but they, wished to 
proceed and stipulated that no responsibility would rest with the Government 
authorities. 

Since thie officers in question were prohibited from proceeding on their journey on 

s account of the disturbed state of the roads and the tribes, and since they placed 
themselves in danger by proceeding on the journey with imaginary confidence, no 
msibiity whatever rests with the Versian Government which would necessitate 

the payment of compensation, In view of the measures taken for the arrest of the 

slits K 
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culprits, how can it be expected that delay should be attributed to the Persian 
Government and that the efficient steps taken and the results thereof, viz., the arrest 
nd imprisonment of the offenders, should be considered unsatisfactory ¢ 

Ttis obyious that after a little consideration of the details and the measures 
taken hy the Persian Government and after reference to my previous correspondence 
on the subject you will, with your well-known courtesy, inform your Government of 
the efficient measures taken by the Persian Government, and the responsibility 
incurred by Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer in travelling by the road in question 
and in paying no attention to the representations of the local authorities. 

















Inclosure 3 in No. 42. 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Salar-ed-Dowleh, 





Tehran, March 13, 1906. 

AS your Imperial Tlighness is doubtless aware, in the autumn of 1904 certain 
Direkwand Durs treacherously attacked Colonel Douglas, Military Attaché of 
Majesty's Legation, and Captain Lorimer, His Majesty’s Consul at Alwaz, w 
travelling between’ Khoramabad and Dizful. Both the officers mentioned we 
wounded, the former seriously, The Lurs guilty of this outrage formed the escort of 
the British officers, and had sworn on the Koran to see them safely to Dizful. I do 
not know whether your Highness has been informed that your predecessor in the 
Govornorship of Luristan promised carly last year to undertake an exped 
punish the Direkwand Lnrs lor their act of treachery, At the 
urgont request Tis Majesty's Mt nsented that the dispa 
should be delayed till alter the har In spite of the promise given by his 
Highness, no efficient steps have, as far as I know, heen taken to capture the offenders, 
whose names are well known to the Persian Government. 

Your Imperial Highness’ sense of justice is well known, and I am confident that 
you will not permit. an unprovoked attack on tho officers of @ friendly Bower to. go 























































inpunished, AS thore is still some time before the Direkwand tribe proceed to their 
summior quarters, I venture to suggest that advantage sould be taken of this fact to 
fapture the Afiew concerned in the outrago on our officers, 

(12939) 





Mn, E 





unt Duff to Sir Bdwarit Grey.—(Receivedt April V7.) 
(No. 80.) 






Tehran, March 27, 1906. 
WITH veterence to my despateh No. #7 of the 27th ulumo, I have the honour to 
transinit copies of further correspondence regarding the Urmi murder ea 

Mr, Pearson has informed me that tie United States! Government have granted 
the request of the Persian Government fora delay of ten months before the assassins 
of the late Mr. Labarce are brought to justice, Turiderstand that there is no longer any 
question of holding a joint inquiry, bat that the Persian Government have undertaken 
to discover and punish the murderers. 

Meanwhile Mr, Weatislaw has been informed on reliable authority that the 
Valiahid is trying to induce the accused Kurds to take asylum at the American 
Mission at Urimi, Tt would appear trom Mr, Wratislaw’s telegrams Nos, 17 and 

ed to come in, and Mr. Pearson is 
n missionaries before taking any steps in 

















18 that the Kurds have unoificially prop 


fawaititig a communieation from the Ameri 
the matter, 

T have carefully explained to Mr, Pearson, who imperfectly understands Persian 
eustoms, that if the Kurds take bast” at the American Mission they cannot be 
given up (0 justice without endangering the lives of the Christians in the whole 
district. 

Aldiough Mx, Wratislay thinks that if the 
forgiven this might he a solution, however 
inclined to the view that sul 














prits were admitted to asylum and 
mpertect, to a very difficult problem, Tam 
‘termination to the Urmi case would be hardly satis- 












factory. The matter, however, mainly concerns the United States’ Government, who 
will no doubt decide whether or not their citizens can be murdered in this country with 
impunity, 











Thave, &c. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 43, 


























Consul-Generai Wratislaw to Mr. B, Grant Duff. 


perfect decorum, 
‘As I wished to emphasize the fact that the Mujtehid bad been brought back 
with our own consent, I sent a gholam and two sowars to escort him into the town 
‘and to congratulate him on his safe arrival, He seems to have been much touched by 
this attention, and sent his headman next day to thank me, and again on the 
morrow to wish me a safe journey. 
[further learned thai he stated in a semi-public manner that he had come to the | 
conclusion that the British Government was the only one that counted, and that he 
intended in future to put his money on it, 
T do not think that, for a considerable time at least to come, there is any reason to 
anticipate trouble from Mirza Hussein Agha; and the Urmi missionaries, both British 
‘and American, tell me that they share this opinion, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) 





©. WRATISLAW. 








Tnelosure 2 in No. 43, 





Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson, 





Sir, Tehran, March 9, 1906. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a paraphrase of a telegram from His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez regarding the Kurds accused of the murder of 
Mr. Labaree. 
T request you to he so good as to let me know what reply you desite sent to 
Mr. Wratislaw, 



















Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) B. GRANT DUFF. 





















Inclosure 3 in No. 43. 





Consul-General Wratistaw to Mr. E, Grant Duj 











No. 13.) 

(Telographic.) P. Tabrees, March 8, 1906, 
ACCORDING to reliable information which T have received, the Valiahd is 

attempting to persuade the accused Kurds to take sanctuary at the American Mission in 

Urmi, Although it is doubtful whether he will succeed in doing so, in view of their 

mistrust, it would be as well that, in case they do so, I should know beforchand what 

I should advise the missionaries to do. 
















































































Inclosure 4 in No. 43, 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson, 


Sir, Tehran, March 12, 1906. 

I DID not fail to telegraph to His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez the 
substance of your letter of the 11th instant, and I have to-day received the following 
reply from him -— 

“Should the Kurds take ‘bast’ with the American missionaries, and are 
subsequently surrendered for trial and punishment, the lives of the American citizens 





concerned vill certainly be expostd to risk, and their continued residence in that 





neighbourhood be rendered practically impossible. I must decline to take any responsi- 
Dility for security of the said Americans, for whom I haye doue my best. I shall convey 
to them the views of the United States’ Minister, at the same time informing them that 
T cannot advise them how to act.” 





Thave, &¢, 
(Signed) E. GRANT DUFF, 





Inclosure 5 in No, 





Mr, B, Grant Duff to Consul-General Wratislaw, 

(No. 10,) 

Si Tehran, March 14, 1906, 
WITI1 reference to previous correspondence regarding the Urmi murder case, 

1 am informed by the United States’ Minister here that the United States’ Government 

Juve granted the request of the Persian Government for a delay of ten months before 

he assassins of the lite Mz, Labaree are brought to justice. 
T inderstand from Mr, Pearson that there is no longer any question of holding a 

joint inquiry, but that the Persian Government have undertaken to discover and. punish 

‘the murderars, 















Lith instant, the United States’ Minister merely: sent a 
of my letter. 

Ina long conversation which I had with him yesterday 1 pointed out the danger 
ani dilficulties which might ensue should the Kurds take refuge with the American 
inissionaries at Urmi, Mr, Pearson, however, did not appear to think it necessary to 
interfere, and I, of course, made it quite cléar to him that our responsibility in the 
matter was now aban end. 















E, GRANT DUFE, 





Tnclosure 6 in No. 43, 





Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson, 


Tehran, March 22, 1906. 
[HAVE the honour to transmit a paraphrase of a telegram from His Majesty's 
nsul-General at Tabrecz stating that the Kurds have unoificially asked the American 
paries, through the Governor of Urmi, to give them asylum, 
Mr. Wratislaw, to whom I have telegraphed for further explanations, recommends 
that the offer of the Kurds be accepted with view to close the case. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) E. GRAN! 








DUFF, 




















Tnclosure 7 in No. 43. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. #. Grant Duff. 


(No. 17.) 
(elegraphic,) P. 

ENGLISH missionary at Urmi informs me in a letter that asylum has been 
requested from the American missionaries by the Kurds through the Governor, who 
states that it is not an official proposal, ‘The missionaries have asked Mr. Pearson 
by letter for instructions, before the receipt of which they will not reply to the 


Tabrees, March 22, 1906. 





Kards. 

T consider that this offer had better be accepted, and the incident closed, in view of 
the fact that there is no prospect of the Kurds being punished, and all efforts for two 
years have been unsuccessful. Refusal would probably be a pretext for open hostilities, 
4s the attitude of the Kurds is most threatening at present, 

It would be advisable for me to discuss the matter with the Valiahd, if there is any 
prospect of the United States’ Government consenting. 





Inclosure 8 in No, 43, 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson, 


Tehran, March 28, 1906, 

I HAVE the honour to trnamit to you Herowith paraphrason of two telagraing 
i have received from His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez with regard to the 
Labarce murder case, 





T have, &o. 
(Signed) -E, GRANT DUER, 





Inclosure 9 in No. 43. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
(No. 18.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tabreex, March 22, 1906. 
SENGE I sent my telegram No. 17, an American missionary has written me a letter 
which confirms the statement of the English missionary, with the exception that it is not 
clear whether the Kurds authorized the Governor to make the proposal. Copies of two 
letters addressed by the American missionary to the United States! Minister have been 
forwarded to me. In these he urges that careful consideration should be yiven to the 
proposal, and implies that in order to put an end to a critical situation he desires to 
accept it, atthe same time acknowledging that intrinsically such a solution is not the 
Dest possible, 








Tnclosure 10 in No. 43, 






Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
titeaepnie) P 
‘elegraphic.) P. 
: Your ee of the 22nd March, 
Tf asylum were granted it would mean that the culprits were forgiven and the case 
dropped. This is far from an ideal solution, although according to local ideas it would 
save our face, and if I saw any reasonable prospect of a more satisfactory conclusion 
would not recommend it. The American missionaries, including the murdered man’s 
fathier, who after all are the persons most concerned, prefer it to an indefinite prolonga- 
tion of an intolerable state of things. 


Tabrees, March 23, 1906, 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 43. 


‘Mr. Pearson to Mr. B. Grant Duff 





Dear Mr. rant Dutt, ‘Tehran, March 24, 1906. 

I THANK you for your notes of the 22nd and 25rd instant, inclosing further 
telegrams from His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General Wratislaw in relation to the 
proposed “asylum” of the Kurds, 

T have not yet received the views of the missionaries on the subject, and shall 
await their communication before taking further action in the matter, 

Yours, &c. 
(Signed) R. PEARSON, 





[12940] No, My 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 


Tehran, March 27, 1906, 

ON recoipt of your te instructed Mr, Consul 
Graham to communicate with the Vazir-i-Makhsus, High Commissioner of Fars, with 
possible, fo obtain an apology from the Serdar-i-Akram for his action in 
beaten a muleteer sent from the British Consulate to the local authorities 
1 a case of robbery of British owned goods. 

istant Mr, Grahame addressed the letter, copy of which is inclosed, to 























the Vazir-ieMakhisus, and also spoke to his Excelleney in regard to the desired apolozy. 
Ho has since informed me that there is no probability of sottling the matter locally, 





the Sordar-i:Akram hi 
High Commissioner. 
In these eircumst 
ease by the Porsian Go) 
T submit that furthor rep 





1 declined to apologize, 





liiough pressed to do so by the 





nces, aud in view of the attitude taken 

nmient as stated in your despatch No, 13 of the Gth ultimo, 

esenitations here are unlikely to serve any useful purpose 
Lhave, &o. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEF, 





with regard to the 












Inclosure 1 in No. 44. 


Consul Grahame to Mr. B. Grant Duff 
No. 22.) 
Sir, Shiras, March 7, 1906, 

WITH reference to your telogram No, 15, on the subject of tho Serdar-i-Akram’s 
failure to necede to your demand that ho should tender an apology to me in the matter 
of muilotecr sent from the Consulate as x witness in a robbery ease aud beaten by his 
Excellency, T have now the honour to inelose a copy of a private letter addressed by 
meon the 4th March to his Exeelleney Vazir-iMakhsus in accordance with your 
tolojgram above referred to. 

Tn reply to my request for an interview this morning (Wedn 
excnsod himself on the gronnd of toxlay being the ‘Tohiran mail day 
‘afternoon for my visit. 

Thope to report to you by next mail the result of the interview. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G. GRAHAME, 



















day) his Excellency 
and fixed to-morrow 











Inclosure 2 in No. 44. 


Mr. Grahame to the Vazir-i-Makhsus. 
March 4, 1906. 
Excellency in the 


T MUCH regret that 1 should be obliged to trouble yor 
y Tn the 


following: mattor of which perhaps you may alread; 
imouth of Shaban last a minh 
intrusted, was sent by this Consulate to the Karguzari for inquiry before the Fars 
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authorities as to a theft of a portion of the above morchandize, His Bxcelloney, the 
Serdar-i-Akram saw fit to cause the muleteer to be beaten. His Majesty's Chargé 
@’Mffaires, considering that it is altogether unsuitable and derogatory to the honour of 
the British Consulate that a person sent. by it as a witness to the Porsian authorities 
should be beaten, demanded from the Persian Foreign Office that the Serdar-i-Akram 
should call in person at this Consulate and. offer me an apology for his unsuitable 
conduct in this matter, but up to the present his Excellency has not taken this step. 

Lam inreceipt to-day of a telegram from His Majesty's Chargé d’ Affaires suggesting, 
that T should refer to your Excellency in this matter, in the hope that with your 
devotion to your Government you may. seo how necessary it is that the demand of 

is Majesty's Legation should he complied with, and that the unusual conduct of the 
Serdari-Akram should not be allowed to cause any diminution in tho friendship 
between the two High Powers. 

Twill not hide from you that this complaint has reached tho Foreign Office in 
London, and has given rise to an exchange of views between the Foreign Office and 
his Excellency the Persian Minister. 

‘As I understand that the Serdar-i-Akram is leaving in a few days T would press 
this matter urgently on your attention, I inclose a copy of the statement of tho 
muleteer, 8. Khoda Rahm, 

T shall he happy to call on your Excellency on Wednesday bofore midday at 
any hour which may suit your convenience to speak to you about this matter, and also 
about others, the delay in'settlement of whieh is a source of roxret to my Lega 






































(12941) No. 45, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 11.) 
(No. 82.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 28, 1900. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 24 of the 81st January, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith a translation of the autograph letters addressed by the Shah to 
the Ulema and the Grand Vizier regarding the Courts of Justice which it is proposed 
to establish throughout the country. 
‘There is still a great deal of talk here with respect to the establishments of these 
Courts, but as far as Tam aware, no definite steps have beon taken to establish them, 









‘The original autographs have been photographed, and distributed freely among 
the people. 


Thave, &o. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAN DUFF, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 45. 
Letter addressed by the Shah to (he High Utena. 


(May God preserve them.) 

WE have been informed of the messages sent by you to bis Highness the Grand 
Vizier through Agha Mirza Mustafa, Mirza Abul Kassim, Agha Mirz Momsen, and 
the Etemad-ul-Islam. May it be kuown to the high and exalted Ulema that our 
Denevolence has always been extended to all our subjects, especially to the Ulema, 
who pray for our Government, and who are the well-wishers of our Royal person, 
and we Haye always paid the utmost attention to their reasonable requests, 

Now that his Highness the Grand Vizier has laid before us your requests, we 
haye issued an autograph on the margin of his petition, which will be duly communi- 
cated to you. You may have perfect confidence in coming to the town, where you 
‘will, accompanied by the Grand Vizier, have the honour of an audience in’ order that 
we may convey to you verbally the assurances of our goodwill and kindness towards 
you, so that you may be at ease in offering your prayers for the prosperity of our 
Government, 











(Signature of His Majesty the Shah.) 
Zikedeh, 1823 Hijreh. 





























Inclosure 2 in No. 45, 


Letter addressed by the Shak to the Grand 





AS we have often stated, the institution of Courts of Justice, where the Shar? 
laws can be carried out, is a most necessary and important matter, For this sacred 
object we distinctly command the immediate establishment of the laws of Islam 
throughout the Persian Empire, defining the limits and putting into execution the 
veligious commandments in such a way that there should be no distinction between 
the different classes of the people, and as it will be inserted in the Codes, no preference 
Will be given to anyone whatsoever. ‘The Codes shall be drawn up in accordance with 
the x ‘md submitted to us in order that we may make arrangements for 
the proper Courts in all the provinces. Asa matter of course, such requests on the 
part of the Ulema will he always accepted, because it increases their prayers for us. 
This nutograph should he communicated to all the provinces. 
(Signature of His Majesty the Shab.) 


























Zikeileh, 1828 Hire 








(12942) No, 46. 


Mr, B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 
(No. $3.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, March 28, 1906. 
[ HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the monthly summary of events 
in Persia which haye not been recorded ih separate despatches, 
T havo, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEE, 





Tnelosure in No. 46. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, March 29, 1906. 


Meshed. 


THE, Asaf-edeDowleh has been reappointed Governor-General of Khorasan for the 
onsuing year 

2. hore was a good deal of apprehension among Armenians and other non- 
Mussulmans in Meshed at the comniencement of the Mobarram, as they feared that the 
fanaticism of the people might he aroused against them, Many of them sent their 
families away to Askhabad, and the Russian Armenians were collected into a house near 
their Consulate-General. “Various precautionary measures were taken by the Governor 
Gonoral to prevent disturbances: some known bad characters were seized and deported, 
and the formation of processions was forbidden, with the result thot up to the present 
no disorder has been reported, 

3. Orders sanctioning the admission of the English telegraphist to the Persian 
office at Turbati-Haideri were received last month, 

4, Major Sykes had an official interview with MM. Molitor and Cesari of the 
Customs Department on the subject of the murders of Persians by Afghans near 
Yaxlan, ‘Whe matter has now been taken up by the Governor of Herat, who bas 
handed over the son of the murdered man, who had been carried off 

5, M, Molitor is using his best endeavours for the establishment of a postal service 
between Yezd and ‘Tabas, which has been advocated tor some months by Major Sykes 
in the interests of British trade. ‘The Director-General of Customs at Tehran has also 
Ween addressed on the subject by His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires, 

;. The Pakhim-ul-Mulk, ex-Karguzar of Kuchan, has been appointed to Seistan, 

Deen summoned to Tehran to receive instructions before proceeding to take up 



































¢ Russian colony at Meshed is about to be inereased by the addition of four 
prostitutes, imported for the benefit of the Cossacks now stationed here, 
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Seistan, 











1. The Yamin-i-Nizam left Seistan at the beginning of February and has arrived in 
‘ebran, whence he is going to join the Commission which has been appointed to inquire 
into the frontier dispute with Turke 

2, The Persian post between Seistan and the Beluchistan frontier was robbed by, 
Afghans at the end of January. An attempt vas made on the same day to rob the 
Consular post, but the sowar who was carrying it as able to make his eseape, 

8. The price of grain in Scistan is at present extremely high, and it is difficult to 
obtain supplies. Whis is due in a great measure to the action of the Deputy Governor, 
who forced the villagers to buy the revenue grain at an cxorbitant rate, ‘The 
Itisham-il-Wuzara has, since his arrival, forbidden the Headmen of villages to sell grain 
at a higher rate than 10 tomans a “kharvar,”” which is less than half what it cost them ; 
and tlie consequence is that they now refuse to sell at all, Many of the people are 
now reported to be almost starving, and a number of Headmen have taken asylum in 
the custom-house as a protest against the Goverument, aud have petitioned to ‘Tehran, 
Tt was feared that unless some redress was obtained the discontent might lead to 
rioting. 

4, The Japanese traveller, M. Suzuki, whose movements have been reporte 
former summaries, arrived in Seistan in February, and wished to go on to India by, 
the trade route, ‘The Government of India, however, were unwilling to allow him to 
do 80, and he is believed to have gone on vit Kerman, His Majesty’s Consul. took 
Bim to call on the Russian’ coumanity, but they refused to seo hin on the plen of 
illness. 






























in 














‘The Deputy Governor of Seistan has announced his intention of giving up his 
post at the Nauruz (21st March), when he expects to be repluced by his brother, Sartip 
fohammad Reza Khan, 

6, The telegraph line from Meshed has been repaired between Birjand and 
Seistan by the Russian constructor. ‘The portion between Birjand and Kain 
sullered considerably from storms in February, and communication’ was interrupted 
for four days, 

x. Sven Hedin arrived at ‘Tabas on the 28th February, and was expected to 
reach Seistan soon afterwards. Mr. Grant Du informed the Swedish Minister in Paris 
of Dr, Hedin's arrival, 

8, Owing to fear of plague the Russian Consul in Seistan has provisioned his entire 
establishment for a month and closed the Consulate offices, refusing admission 
even to Europeans, ‘The Russian Bank is also closed, and business suspended 
indefinitely, 
9M. M 




















itor left for V'ehran on the 25th March, 









Kerman, 





1, Several robberies have re 





niily taken place at earavanserais in Kerman, and a 
caravan was also robbed on the Yeai road. ‘The merehants have eousequently telegraphed 
to Tehran pointing out the insecurity of property in the disttiet. ‘They also complain 
of the inconvenience caused by the impossibility of getting any cases settled pending 
the arrival of the new Governor, and Mr. Grant Duft has mentioned the subject to the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleb, who has promised redress, Among other cases was that of urgently 
needed repairs to a watercourse at Nasratabad Sipi, on which the telogeaph station is 
dependent, whieh it was also proposed to defer until the arrival of the Firman Firma; 
but on the representations of Mis Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires orders have now been 
sent for the work to be done at once, 
2. A wealthy resident of Kerman named Nurullah Khan is anxious to make a road 
thence to Meshed, along whieh he proposed to build rest-houses and provide for an 
eflicient supply of water. ‘The primary object of the road would he for the convenience 
of pilgriis, and his scheme includes the provision of an annual sum of about 2,001, 
which he would leave in trust to his eldest son. He has twice called on His Majesty's 
Consul to ascertain whether the latter would undertake to supervise the maintenance of 
the rond, but no definite reply nas heen given pending # reference which has been made 
to the Persian Government on the subject, 
The Sardar Ayha, local lead of the She 
5 AO, 
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sect, died at Maliun a few 
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Ahwaz, 





1, Tt now appears that the Moin-ut-Tujjar bas ordered a stern-wheel steamer of 
80 tons capacity from a firm in Glasgow, which he intends to run on the Karn between 
Mohammerah and Ahwaz, He also expresses his intention of deepening the channel of 
the Ab.i-Gargar (the branch of the river up which the steamers to Shelailieh now run), 
for which purpose he will divert the water into the Ab-i-Shateit. By this means he 
hopes to make the channel navigable rigit up to Shuster. 

2, ‘The Russian Consul-General at Bushire, accompanied by Prince Amatouni, is 
expected to visit Ahwaz during the spring, 

8, Tt is difficult, to draw any conclusions regarding the state of affairs in the 
Bakhtiari country, A fey small collisions appear to haye taken place hetween the 
adherents of the rival factions, and there has heen some raiding on the road between 
Shuster and Dizful, but the Chiefs now in Tebran have sent orders to their followers to 
abstain from hostilities, and the country seems, on the whole, to be fairly quiet. 

4, The Governor of Dizful has received the title of Serdar-i-Mokarrem in place of 
that of Salar Moazzam, as a reward for his services in the expedition against the Beni 
‘Neuf, Various instances of his oppression are recorded in the diary of His Majesty's 
Vice-Consul at Ahwaz. 




















Shiraz, 





Shiraz has been fairly quiet during the past month, though there is still a certain 
mount of uneasiness, and the Jews are practically confined to their own quarter of the 
tovn, | report that the Shoa-es-Sultaneh was to retum occasioned a slight demon- 
stration, 

___ 2 ‘The ronil to Bushire appears now to be safer than ithas beeu of late, ‘Transport 
from Shiraz to Ispahan is at present’ extremely difficult to obtain, the high rates 
prevailing on the Bushire road having attracted all the muleteers thither, 











Ispahan, 


‘the Russian Consul-General, Prince Dabija, returned to Tspahan last month, 
M. Tehirking, who has been Acting Consul, has left hero for Bombay, and a 
M, Gregorioff has replaced him as Secretary, 





Tabrees, 


1. Some fighting is reported to have taken place between the rival Armenian 
revolutionary parties near Salmas, and a party of horsemen were sent from Tabreez to 
restoro order, Mr, Wratislny considers it very desirable that these revolutionaries 
should be cleared out of the district, as their provocative attitude is a constant source 
of danger, and might at any moment lead to an outbreak of fanaticism on the part 
of the Mussulmans, who are already rostless on account of the disturbances in the 
Caucasus, 
Zater-es.Sultanch, lately Governor of Kerman, has been appointed Gover 
Urmi, He has held the post before and was not a’ conspicuous raccass, Sahoreroe, 
Sultanch has gone as Governor to Ardebil. 

8, A Russian Commission arrived at Tabreez on the 10th March, in order to inves- 


Has charges of malversation brought against the contractor of the JulfaTabreez 
road, 















Resht, 


1. The Commission which has been appointed to inspect the roads recontly 
constructed by the Russian Company arrived in Resht early this month, and, after 
innpeeting the harbour works at Buzeli left on the 28th March for the Kasvin-Hamadan 
road, ‘The Russian Consul at Resht accompanies the Commission, 

__ 2 M. Kajevinkoff, a “jeune de langues” attached to the Russian Legation, was 
found dead in his bed’ at the post-house at Ynzbashi Chai on the 6th instant. ‘The 
deceased gentleman, who vas in bad health, was travelling to Resht on his way to 
Russia, and is believed to have died from an overdose of chloral. His body was taken 
into Resht for a post-mortem examination, 
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Tehran. 


1, Turco-Persian Frontier Dispute-—Serdar Kul (Vezir Nizam) has been appointed 
Commander-in-chief of the Azerbaijan Army, and ordered to proceed immediately to 
Tabreez, and to send 15,000 men to the Lahijan frontier to support the Persian Delegates, 
Nazim-ul-Mulle and Yamin-i-Nizam, on the Frontier Commission. No arrangements 
have, however, been made to supply the Serdar with the requisite funds for the purpose, 
and, being pressed by the Grand Vizier to undertake the task, he has taken sanctuary with 
his Highness. 

2. Ministry of Telegraphs.—Sepahdar (Nast-cs-Sultanch) has succeeded Mukber-ed. 
Dowleh as Minister of Telegraphs, and has farmed the Ministry for five years at'200,000 
tomans per annum, He has paid 80,000 tomans to the Shah and 20,000 tomans to the 
Grand Vizier as “ pishkesh ” over and above the stipulated sum, and of the 200,000 tomans, 
half as been paid in advance and the remainder will be paid in ten instalments, Tt 
has been stipulated that, should he wish to withdraw from the Ministry before the 
expiration of five years, he will have to pay the whole of the current year’s rent (ive, 
200,000 tomans), ‘The Mukber-ed-Dowleh, whe paid 30,000 tomans yearly for many 
years, was raised successively by the present Grand Vizier to 60,000 tomans and 
50,000 tomans, but refused to pay any more. ‘The Sepahdar proposes to reorganize 
the telegraph service, and his son, who has heen educated in Russia, will be placed in 
charge. He hopes by refusing to send telegrams for the Government and Court 
officials free of charge, as has heretofore been the custom, and with other reforms to 
make the telegraphs pay the largely increased sum he has offered the Shah, Tt is 
considered, however, that hie vill lose a ood deal of money over the transaction, 

‘Whe Mukber-eil-Dowleh will probably proceed on a journey to Europe, 

8. Foreign Office Appointments—Yamin-ul-Mamalek has left for Bagdad to succeed 
Mirza Ali Akber Khan a Consul-General, 

Etela-ed-Dowleh appointed Karguzar in Seistan to suecced Mirza Moosa Khan, who 
replaces him at Mohammerah, 

4, Sani-ed-Doweleh’s Automobile Concession—Sani-ed-Dovleh has borrowed 80,000 
tomans from the Imperial Bank and 80,000 tomans from the heirs of the late Sepah 
Salar, and has ordered six motor cars for transport purposes, which he proposes to use 
between Resht and ‘Tehran as a beginning. 

5. His Majesty the Shah continues in relatively good health, 

6, Polo on the Maidan has been discontinued in. the following circumstances: One 
day while play was proceeding a Seyyed who was looking on quarrelled with a Cossack 
placed by the Colonel of the Brigade to keep order on the ground. ‘The Cossack drew 
his sword and cut off the Seyyed’s ear, ‘The Intter then went to the Mollahs and 
complained, Colonel Tehernozouboft subsequently called on Mr. Grant Duff, and 
informed him that some of the Mollahs had tried to induce him to say that the 

sock had cat of thelSoyyed's car by orden/of a member of the Dish Logition 
Colonel Tchernozouboff, however, answered that the Cossack was to blame, and: thiat 
the British Legation had bad nothing to do with the matter, A fow days. after the 
incident the Shah sent a message to Mr, Grant Duff asking that polo on the Maidan 
should be discontinued as likely to lead to trouble, 






























(12943) No. 47. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 
(No. 84.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 28, 1906, 


WITH reference to my telegram No, 59 of the Ist instant, T haye the honour 
to transmit herewith copies of comrespondence with the Bakdtiasi Chick, Shahabxes- 
Sultanch, regarding the payment of the sum of 2,000 due yearly under the Agree- 
ment to the signatory Chiefs. 

‘You will see that the two Chiefs now here, Samsam-cs-Sultanch and Shahab-es- 
Sultanch, agree to the proposed arrangement whereby the Oil Syndicate will pay to 
each of the four signatory Chiefs one-fourth of the 500L, due quarterly, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUER, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Shahab-es-Sultaneh, 


Tehran, March 9, 1906. 

IN the conversation I hind the honour to have with your Excellency yesterday 
afternoon I informed you that the Oil Syndicate had’ sent firm instructions to 
Mx, Reynolds to pay the sum due quarterly tinder the Agreement to the owner only 
of the four Chiefs who signed that Agreement, 

‘As I also had the lionour to state, the Oil Syndicate are quite willing to pay 
quarterly to cach of the four fs one-fourth of the 5001. due. 

On hearing from your fer the latter arrangement, T will 
at once inform Mis Majesty's Pri ‘Afaits, who 


Inclosure 2 in No. 4 
Samsuinces-Sullaneh and Shahab-es-Sultaneh to Mr. B. Grant Duff. 


[Received March 9, 1906.) 
WE have received your kind letter and are much obliged for the representations 
mnude by you with regard to the petroleum, and the arrangements made in accordance 
ith tie Second proposal that the money for the guarding should be paid quarterly to 
four of us, and we should receive our share s We accept this arrangement, 
nd you may kindly got everybody's share paid to himself. 





(12944) No. 18, 


Mrs B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ieceived April 1) 


Tehyau, March 28, 1906, 

{MAVE tie honour to transnitt herewith copies of correspondence with the Grand 
Visior regarding the action of ho Silar Arfa, one of the minor Bakhtiari CI 
withdrawing the giards placed hy the 
Syuilivate at Marmaten. 

Tinderstand that the guards have now beou replaced. 

Haji Ali Kuli Khon, Sardar Assad and preseat Mkhani of the Daklitiaris, is 
Oxpected at Wohran in ton days, and Fhope then to come to an understanding ax 
rogards the Bakbtinrd road, and.to do what 1 properly can to-arrange the fonily quarrels 
whieli are tiow disturbing the tribe, i 

Thave, & 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 


Tholosire 1 in No. 4S. 
Mr. Es Grout Duff to Grand Vizier. 


pinouts, February 15, 1906, 
1 received information that the Salir Avia lias driven away the guards 


(Aftor compliniouts,) 
THAW 


Sout by the Sumsanves-Sultaneh to protect the oil wells, T therefore request_ your 


Bxcellouey to be so good immediate orders to Murteza Kuli Khan and Moin 
iHomayun at Rom Hor oa anard on the oil wells, and to direct Salar Arf 
to dosist from giving tuuble, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 48. 
Grand Vizier to Mr. E, Grant Duft 


(After compliments.) February 27, 1906. 

T HAVE received your note of the 18th instant respecting: the guards of the oil 
wells. Thave, as requested by you, telegraphed 10 the Salar Arfa, Murteza Kuli Khan, 
and the Moi 


Inclosure 3 in No, 48. 
Grant Duff to Grand Visier, 


(After compliments.) February 28, 1901 
THAD the honour to receive your Highness’ note of the 27th instant, in which 
you inform me that the telegraphic orders for the replacing of the guards on the works 
of the Oil Company have been sent. Iam mucli obliged to your Highnoss for the 
measiites which y ebeetiso good as totake. Ihave now heard froma trustworthy 
source that the ° Zed the bridge on tho Bakhtiari road a 
Balutak and has dri ay the guards stationed there, [have the honour to request 
your Excellency to send iminedinte orders to Sarem-uleMulk to replace the sgaardy 
formerly posted at the Dridg 
Teed not remind your Highness of the important British interests which may be 
affected by anything approaching to disorder in the Bakhtiari country, and J look to 
steps for the proteetion of those intorests, 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 48. 
Grand Visier to Mr. B. Grant Duff. 


(After compliments.) Mareh 

1 HAVE recoived your note of the 28th February respecting the objections raised 
by the Sardar Asad in connection with the guards of the oil wells. 

Although I have not yet received a reply: to the telegram sent a few days ago. on 
the subject, [have again asked for explamations by telegraph, and. sent the necessary 
orders. I will inform you of the result. 





(12946) 19, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Eiboard Gyey—(Received April 17.) 
(No. 87.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, March 2, 1906, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 52 of, the 27th ultimo, 1 have the honour to 
iransinit herewith a copy of a Report from His Majesty's Consul in Seistan,® giving, 
details of a mecting of the ary Council on the 10th ultimo, and other matters of 
interest connected with the plague epidemic. 

On the Ist instant the Government of India informed me that specimens of blood 
examined at the Ph Laboratory at Bombay wore found to contain 
uicrobes resembling those of bubonic plague, ‘There is therefore practically no further 
doubt thatthe disease now existing in Seistan is true plague, and not the local complaint 
Known as ‘‘daghi,” Tduly informed the Tehran Sanitary Council of the result, of the 

wicteriological examination at Bombay. Reports have been spread in Persia that 
plague exists in Afghanistan, but His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed states that 
this is denied by the Governor of Herat. ‘The average number of deaths from plague 
are, according to the Intest statisties, three per day, and the total mortality up to date 
300 10 400, 

Phe disease does not, for the moment, appear to show any tendeney to spread 
beyond Scistan, but the President of the Conneil informs-me that it may not 
niprobably appear in Khorassati, 


* Inclosure to Captain Maephers ry, No. 6, Bebiuary 8 to 14, 1006, 
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Thaye also ihe honour to transmit the procts-verbal of the meeting of the Tehran 
Sinitary Council on the 5th instant. Further copies of this document will be sent 
when received. 





Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GR 





NT DUFF. 


(12947) No, 50, 





Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 





March 29, 1906. 
the honour to give a full report 
Majesty the Shah on the 28rd instant on the subject of the 
dispute between Turkey and Persia regarding the frontier in the Labijan district 

Linclose a copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, Military At 
lis Majesty's Legation, rocording ersation which he had yesterday with His 

iil Highness the Naib-es-Sultanch, Minister of War, in regard to the same 

Colonel Douglas to rinderstand that there was no intention 

1 Government of declaring war on Turkey, and he apparently 
lized the unpr of the Persian army for a eampaign, 

‘Tho Naib-es-Sultanch’s remarks do not accord with the statement of the 
of the Court to me that a large camp was being formed on the Russian frontier of 
Aorbaijai, His. Majesty’s Consul-Genoral at Tabrecz card nothing of such 
tuilitary proparations, and Tan inclined to doubt whether any such step has been 
taken, 
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mised-Dowleh, accompanied 
ps by M. de Brucq, a. Belgian 
hu and @ Turkish Conumission on 





by the 
cuetlonrs fe Alaautonoays 
the frontier, 

Who Brench Chargé d’Affaives recontl 
Creuzot, had up to the present wisely deel 


Nai 


stan fine 
Jhrau. to meet Djavid P 











told me that the firm of Schneider, of 
wl to supply the aris aentioned by’ the 
Itauioh, nos money being apparently available for payment 

T have, &e 











ALYN GRANT DUFF. 


(Sig 


Inclosure in No. 50. 





utevant-Colonel Douglas to Mr. H. Grant Duff. 





(No, 28.) 

Nir, Tehran, March 
1 HAVE tho honour to report that T called yesterday on His: Imperial Highness 

thy Naib-os-Su Minister for War, in order to try and discover whothor there 

‘uth in the rumours now current of the dispatch of Persian troops towards tho 





14000, 
















ved me most cordiully, and, in reply tox 
mie that there was no tention of sending any large number of troops to Lahijan, ‘The 
Sardar-isKol was, lio said, being sent to 'Tabreoz on appointment as Commander of the 
troops in the Province of Azerbaijan, With instructions to reorganize the army there in 
Foderal uint only acnnallfopen ot tnfanitey, without an: Que; Nn! ta’ tata: frontien 
to act as an escort to the Persian Commissioner, and also to keep the local tribes quiet. 
T might rest assured that Porsia had no intention of declaring war against Turkey. 
War, His Highness justly remarked, requires preparation, and the preparations of the 
Persian army are not at present very far advanced, 

The Prince thon proceeded to question mo somewhat closely regarding the 
‘Turkish army and the number of troops at the Sultan's disposal, and Seemed surprised 
shen Linformed hin that, by mobilizing the two army corps that are nearest to the 
Persian frontier, a force of about 250,000 men could be collected, Tt was, he said, a 
larger number than Persia could! produce, adding, with a confidence which I donot fully 
share, “mais les Persans sont plus héros que les ures.” His Highness also informed 


y inquiries, assured 





























© Not printed. 
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‘me that His Majesty the Shah, during his recent visit to Europe, had purchased, or 
made arrangements for purchasing, in France some 200,000 to 300,000 rifles and fifty 
cannon, He was not sure of the system, but I understood him to say that. thoy 
included "des canons Schneider" [? Crenzot], ‘These have not yet arrived in Persia, 
but may do so shortly. 

The general impression left upon me by the conversation was that the Minister for 
War quite recognizes the inability of Persia to oppose Turkey by force, and is loubtless 
correct in his statement, that only a small number of troops will be sent to the disputed 
territory; but the sudden resolve to reorganize the troops in Azorbaijan—a scheme 
which, T understand, is likely to fall through owing to the neglect of the Government 
to provide the necessary funds—is prompted mainly, if not entirely, by the desire to 
back by some show of foree the arguments of the Persian Frontier Commissioner. 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) "J. A, DOUGLAS, Lieutenant-Cotonel, 
Military, Attaché, 



















(12948) No. 51. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff (0 Si 





Edward Grey. (Received April 17. 

(No. 89) ee) 

Sir, Tehran, Mareh 29, 1906. 
(DH reference to my telegram No. 60 of the Srd_ instant, Ihave the honour to 

transmit herewith copy of a note from the Persian Government embodying. their 

objections to the Arbitral Award given by Colonel MacMahon in regard to the water of 

the Helmund River, 

inclosed note is so involved and badly written that it is very «dificult. to 

into English, In these circumstances, I have thought: it hotter to send a copy 

inal Persian, as well as a literal translation, both to you and to the Government 












of the ori 
of India. 

You will observe that the Persian Governmont state that the Yamin-i-Nizam was 
not authorized to communicate to the A(han Government his letter regarding: the 
Award, to which reference is made in Lord Lansdowne’s telegram to me No. 91. of the 
Ast December, 1905. The objections raised by the Persian Government to Colonel 

Makon's Award appear to be, briefly, as follow: 








1, The Arbitnitor fias not kept to the Goldsmid Award, but has only adopted that 
Award as interpreted by the British Foreign Office. ‘The Afghans are permitted to 
‘open up old canals and construct new ones, while the Persian inhabitants are deprived of 
this right, 
Although Colonel MacMahon was aware that the Persians held over 00,000 acres 
of arable land, the share of the water awarded is only suflicient {o irrigate 200,000 neres, 
Persia claims’ two-thirds of the water instead of one-third as awarded, their cultivated 
lands being double the extent of those held by the Afghans, 
The Afwhans will alone be able to cultivate the whole of their available land, 
and this wil lead to the emigratian of Persian peasants to Afghanistan, 
4. The restriction relating to the alienation of water to a third party should be 
applied not only to Persin, but also to Afghanistan, ‘The Goldsmid Award contains 10 
reference to such a restriction, 
}. If the Arbitral Award had been given in accordance with the Goldamid Award, 
the appointment of a permanent water engineer would haye been unnecessary, 


In accordance with the instructions contained in your telegram No, 41 of the 
6th instant, I addressed to the Persian Government the note, copy of which I have the 
honour to transmit, stating that if the Persian Government desire to persist in their 


refusal to accept the Water Award, they should submit @ reasoned appeal in due form 
for your decision, 


























Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 














Inclosuré 1 in No. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Dufi 


(ranslation.) February 22, 1906. 

I HVE received your note of the 2nd December lest respecting the letter 
alidressed by the Yamin-i-Nizom to the Government of Afghanistan about the none 
acceptance of Colonel MacMulion’s Award, ‘This matter eaused surprise to. the Persian 
Government, us no instructions whatever had been given to the Yamin-i-Nizam to that 
cflect. ‘Telegraphic orders were immediately sent to him to withdraw his letter if he has 
taken such @ measure, 

In reply to. your letters and to Sir A, Hardinge’s previous notes, 1 have now 
to point out that since Colonel MacMalion’s arbitration we have constantly received 
unexpected reports us to the nature of the arbitration, but in view of the justice and 
impartiality of the English Commissioner, we wore waiting for the arrival of written 
reports on the subject. 

After the arrival of the reports in question, notwithstanding te confidence 
felt by the Persian Government in the justice and equity of the English Com. 
missioner, the remarks constantly made by the Persian officials, as well as by the 
inhabitints of Seistan, caused hesitation to the Persian Government, who did not seo 
their way to approve the Arbitral Award, Sinee then frequent representations have 
heen mate to the British Legation on the subject, and in view oF this fact [did not 
expect you to state thar, unless the appeal was made within a reasonable time, the 
Pritish Government will consider the Award final You are justified in the point that 
the Persian Government should represent its objections to the arbitral decision to tle 
British Government, who will be prepared to review the Award ; and consequently the 

nian who tris tn the good-will of the English Goresemet tava ng 
justive doi the arbitral decision, transmits to you in @ separate document its 
ubjgetion, whieh yon will be {Aood enough to commudteate to your Government. and 
obtain for itas soon as possible and nccoriing to its expectations a satisfactory reply 
iimendingg the Award, | eats EY, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 51. 


Note communicated by the Persian Goverament to Mr, B Grant Du). 


ALTHOUGH Colonel MacMalion restricts his Award by clauses 5 and G to General 
Goldsmnid’s Award in respect of wator, hie refers in the 7th clause to the Goldsmid 


Award, and quotes the interpretat nglish Foreizn Office, and the 
former arbitration, to whieh the Persian Commissioner has strongly objected. ‘There is 
Ho doubt that the interpretation referred to is prejudicial to the Persian Governsient, 
since it recommends the repair and construction of the old unused eann 
prevent the exeavation of new ones, provided that the water is not din This 
ties our hands, anid we have to be content with the present state of the district, which 
Tins the risk of a dearth of water in the future. ‘The reason is that the old and unused 
Persian canals begin to run from the Helmand in Afghan territory, and consequently w 
large extent of tie Persian Tints, whic could be cultivated ly irrigation, will he left 
aud, the Afghans will he free to irigate their unused arable 
Jands by the old aud unused as well as hy the new canals, 

2. All the peasants and inhabitants of Scistan, as well as fishermen and owners of 
wed to take great advantage of the Seistan, Rudi Parian, and other streams 
ig trom the Helimund, and only a small portion of the water formerly flowed iuto 

Afghanistan, After Colouel MacMahon's decision there has been a change in the 
division of the water, and according to clauses 2, 3, Md 4, the Persians have to receive 
one-third, but the Mglaus two-thirds, On what ground and for what reason the water 
has thus been divided is not known, 

‘onling (o MacMahon's information, there were 500,000 acres of arable lands, 

third of the Helmund water is sufficient to irrigate 200,000 aeres, Tt therefore 
‘appears that our share of the water is not suflefent to irrigate one-half of our arable 
lands, whilst if the whole water of the Uelmund River were used for agricultural 
purposes the arable lands of Persia would the much miore than 500,000 acres, because 
the Hamin ant Naizars would be dried up. Tf the water is to be divided in proportion 
ty the cultivation of both sides, two-thirds of it should belong to Persia, 
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‘The water of the canals running to the south of Banderi-Kamal Khan and north 
of Naizar have so far been sufiicient for the cultivation on the bank of the Helmund, 
Now Colonel MacMahon allows the old canals on both sides to be repaired and new 
ones to be constructed. This arrangement has certainly been made in favour of 
Afghanistan, because its share of the water is two-thirds, and it is also allowed to 
excavate new canals, and in a short time it will be able to bring the lands on the right 
dank of the river, as well as the lands recently assigned to it by Colonel MacMahon, 
under cultivation, while great extent of the Persian lands will be left uncultivated, 

4. According to clause 7 of Colonel MacMahiou’s decision, the rights of the Persian 
Government to the Helmund water are very much restricted, but, on the otlier hand, the 
Afghans are entirely free, aud they ean even themselves divide the water of the ri 

striction which prevents Persia from alienating its rights on the water to any 
foreign Government without the consent of fghanistan is unreasonable, because 
aiment, who know for certain that the water is not sufficient for Uieir 
lands, will not alienate it to a second party. If Colonel MacMahon 
wishes to put any restriction on Persia he should faye done the same vith Afghanistan, 
in order that the Intter should not be able to alienate to a second Power, without the 
consent of Persia, the important part of Seistari (aud its waters), which, at the fime of 
the former arbitration, were the property and in the posse Persia, and wh 
according to the Goldsmid Agreement, the Persian Government assigned to Afghanistan, 
withdrawing its garrisons from the important points of Kaleh Ruth, Nad-Ali, &e, ‘The 
restriction in question should equally apply to the two parties, because it, has affected 
the Persian Government in its honour and superiority, which it was the object of 
Article VIT of the ‘Treaty of Paris to uphold, which ‘Treaty initiated these arbitrations 
and interventions. ‘This water belonged to Seistan, the whole of which belonged to 
Persia, and the part given to the Afghans hy former Agreement should be vestiicted by, 
the condition in question, in order that the Afizhans should not he able to alienate it to 
another Government. In the original Goldsmid Agreement no reference was made to 
the point in question, 

Colonel MacMahon has not only disregarded the Golsmid Agreement, and has nob 
acted according to it, but hie has introduced some iniovations which are fayourable to 
Afglianistan aud injurious to the Persian Government. For example, his decision 
exchides (from Persia) the Helmund waters which were formerly in the possession of 
Persia, gives one-thind to the Persians antl two-thirds to the Afghans. ‘The Helmund 
water should naturally irrigate all the arable lands of Seistan, but the present division of 
the water, giving one-third to Persia, is unnatural and unjust. Besides this fact, the 
object of accepting the arbitration was for the removal of the present differences which 
have arisen on account of the actual cultivation, and not for the consileration of 
emergencies which may’ arise in the future, Krom Bander Kamal Klin downward, all 
the cultivated land on either side of the river, i, all Seistan, is irrigated hy the river 
in question. If we were actually to divide the’ cultivation, two-thirds. of the whole 
would be in Persian territory, and'the whole of the Afghau cultivation in Seistan would 
be even less than one-third. ‘Tiicrefore, the water stiould at least be divided in the same 
proportion. 

This clear that the English Commissioner, ing the water quite in an opposite 
way, and basing his Arbitral Award on anticipations of the future, and of bringing the 
barren lands in Seistan under cultivation, disregorded the necessity of the time and the 
object of his invitation. According {o the present Award, as is already meutioued, 

Persia suffers to the advantage of Afghanistan at the seasons both of the rise and fall of 
tlieriver. Aecording to the permission it hus for the repair of the old and the con. 
struction of new canals, Afizhanistan will improve the unused lands on the left bank of 
the Helmund River, and undoubtedly will attract thither the inhabitants of Scistan, 
which has been left without water, 

Itis inserted in clause 1 chat both sides have the right, within their own Cerri 
tories, to maintain existing eanals, to open out old or disused canals, and to make new 
canals from the Helmund, ‘This decision would be considered a very just one if from 
Bander Kamal Khan to Naizar all the lands to the west belonged to Persia and those 
to the east to Afghanistan, The case being otherwise, it is desirable that Persia should 
at least be able to repair its old and unused eanals, should it consider it necessary to do 
so (when the Afghans begin the work), from above Kulak Dam (o Bandar Karmal, at 
any point from which it can get water from the Heluund for Seistan, According to 
clause 1, the Persian Government can only improve the lands below the Kulak Dam 
and all the lands of Anrud, Kanda, Houzlan, &e., which cover a length of 10 farsekhs, 
and a width of more than one-half of that distance the whole way, and which are 

(1647 tt) 










































separate and have nothing to do with the lands below the dam, must, when necessary, 
he irrigated by the waters above the dam and below Dek, Dileh, and Rudbar. 
Although ostensibly the two parties are allowed to improve the unused and barren 


Jands, in reality the Persian Government have been deprived of this 
One of the innovations in the present Arbitral 





ight. 
rard is the introduction of a 





permanent engineer for the future execution of the Award, although no reference to 
thnt point was made in the Goldsmid Agreement. If the arbitration were final and in 
accordance with the previous Award, there would be no necessity for a permanent 


engineer, 


In view of the above considerations, as well as a few other objections to the stipu- 


lations of Colonel MacMahon's Award, the Pe 





in Government cannot but consider 


the Award in question prejudicial to its interests, and wish to make a distinct protest, 





Tnclosure 3 in D 


Mr. B. Grant 


ATT once communicated to His 





state the reasons on account of whieh. 





. 51, 


Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


March 8, 1906, 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for. Foreigu 


the substance of your Exeelleney’s note of the 22nd February last, in which you 


the Persian Government is unable to accept ‘the 


Arbitral Award given by Colonel MacMahon on the dispute between Persia and 


Afghanistan as regards the divisi 





of the water of the Helmund River. 


__, In accordance with instructions received from Sir B. Grey, I have the honour to 
inform your xeellency that if the Persian Government really desire to persist in their 


deci 





ion. of His Majesty's P 





refusal to accept the Award, they should subinit a reasoned appeal in due form for the 
ipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in accordance 


with the agreement come to in November 1902, 





(12949) 


(No. 90.) 
Sir, 

ON the 18th instant [re 
decided to reappoint: the Shonos- 
Prince had actually left ‘Peh 





honour to inclose, to the Atabe 
nntly produced 





‘nil tho Movasogh 
caught at Kum’ and brought. bi 
Jandowner in ars, who is in bast ™ 
his family at Shiraz. to 
‘was produced, aucl the Shi 


















in the 
Tat once sent Abbas Kuli Khan with the private 





Saltanch wore dispatched 


at the Grand V 
lect that the Prince had started for Fars, Creat excitement 
merchants began to close their shops, and the le to 





No. 





Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 11.) 


Tehran, March 30, 106, 

information from a sure source that it had been 
ftanch Governor-General of Fars, aud that the 
direction of Ki 








iter, copy of which Thave the 
ni, who was unvvell and confined to his house, 

satisfactory result, as tho Minister of the Court 

haste after the Prince, whom they 

Meanwhile, the Kawai-ul-Mulk, the principal 

ricr's house, sent a message to 














Tush to tho great mosque, I presume that the news of the Prince's return to Tehran 


was subsequently telegraphed, ns the town immediately 


normal. 





Imed down, and is now 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) E. GRANT DUPE. 


(Private.) 
T HAVE 
Imporial Highness the Shi 
Tn the ovent of the Prince sgain 
Thavo been instructed by His Maj 
Porsian Governiwient on the subject. 











Thelosure in No. 52. 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to the Atabey-i-Azam, 









; March 13, 1906. 
been informed on good authority that it is proposed to reappoint His 


-¢s-Saltaneh as Governor-General of Fars. 


proceeding to that provin ernor-General, 
's Government 10 make a communication to the 
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This letter will be hunded to you by Abbas Kuli Khan, and I haye the honour to 
request your Excellency to be so good as to inform him whether or not there is any 
truth in the report as to the Prince’s reappointment. 











{12950} No. 53. 







Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 17.) 


i Tehran, Mareh 30, 1906, 

T HAVE the honour to report that, contrary to general. expectation, the month of 

Moharrem passed off here and all over Persia in absolute quiet. : 
‘The Ulema of Tehran are waiting for the Government to carry out the promised 

reforms in the administration of justice, and it appears that a Commission hina been 

appointed to report on the best means of improving the n ctory state of 

ings. This Commission includes the following well-known Persian oficial 

Nasr-ul-Mulk, Finance Minister, 

-Saltauch, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

Saltaneh, head of the Military College, 

j-ed-Dowleh, formerly Master of the Mi 

Mushir-ul-Mulk, Minister at St, Pete 
n Khan, Ohef de Cabinet of the \ 
























stor of Foreign Afiains 

re all comparatively enlightened men and have all been more or leas 
uirope. 

s unfortunately only too probable that if they succeed in produ 
similar to that in foree in the Ottoman Empire, as T undo 

it will be difficult, if not impossible, to carry out its proy 
aMfeetod every clas of the inhabitants, and the iden that & judge cannot bo bribed is 
one which the ordinary Persian mind cannot grasp. 

Now that the month of Moharrem has passed it is hardly likely that disturbances 
will occur before the autumn, that is the month of Ramazan, 

T have sounded the principal y say that before taking, further 
stops they intend to wait and Shah will fulfil his promises, During 
Moharrem sermons directed against the Shah and the Government haye. been common, 
and as a prominent Mollah said yesterday to Mr. Churchill, ‘Things wo formerly. 
scarcely whispered wo now soy quite openly.” 










ng a code of 
and ig their intention, 
ons, Corruption ns 




































Thave, &e. 


(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFR, 
















{12800} No, 54. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received April 17.) 


(No. 244. Confidential.) 
Sir, Constantinople, April 10, 1906, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 197 of the 26th ultimo, on the subject of the 
dispute between ‘Turkey aud Persia as to the frontier near Vane, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith decyphers of four telegrams, which I have received within the last 
three days, reporting on recent military action on. the part of Turkey, and giving 
interesting indieations of the views held on the dispute by the local authoritos at 
Mosul. 

‘The telegram from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bagdad shows that five 
battalions of the IVth Army Corps left Mosul for Vazne on the 24th and 26th ultimo, 
and that another battalion was detained from following thom by want of transport ; 
while Mr, Grant Duff reports in his telegram of the Sth (which he has no doubt 
repeated to you) that a body of irregular cavalry is being enlisted in the Turkish service 
from among the Sunni Kurds on the Persian side of the frontier, ‘Though somewhat 
vague, Mr. Shipley’s telegrams from Mosul, whither I authorized him to go for a few 
days from Diarbekir, leave no doubt that more troops are being pushed forward; but it 
s also evident that local opinion is divided as to the truo interests of Turkey in the 
dispute. On the one hand, there is a forward party, headed by Abdullah Pasha, 
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described as belonging to the Palace, and a certain Izzet Pasha of Kerkuk, recently 
promoted to be Major-General in command at Suleimanie; while, on the other hand, 





ihe advocates of moderation appear to be the Mushir Zeki Pasha and the Vali Moustapha 
Bey, the latter being a brother of the Sultan’s Second Secretary, Tzzet Pasha, who ix 
criditad I believe jstly—vith: being the prime instigator of an aygressve poley at 
ildiz 

"Taking into. consideration the utter inability of Persia to offer any serious 
resistance, these telegrams would by themselves appear to justify the appre- 
iensions that a forward line of action has been decided on at Constanting waist 
such w policy are ranged the counsels of modeation of the Ministers, while the great 
weight and’ authority of the Sheikh-ul-Islam are thrown into the same scale. What, 
moreover, makes for peuce in spite of these prognostications of conflict is tlie increasing 
inresolution of the Sultan, who is said to be seldom of the same frame of mind for two 
days together ; and also His Majesty's mistrust of Russia, which, weakened as she is 
by: internal disorders aud a disastrous war, is not a factor which he ean ignore, 
particularly when he is aware that her views are shared and supported by Great 
Britain, ‘The Persian frontier question thus ocenpies great attention, but though one 
Council of Ministers is called after another to discuss it, no definite decision is reached, 

Should the Sult x, be induced to follow the advice of the militant party 
fo fur as (0 commit furor acts of aggression, or to refuse definitely. to withdraw his 
tyoops from Passova, which is unquestionably on the Persian side of the zone within 
which the Anglo-Russian Commission decided that the fronticr lies, it may be necessary 
for His Majesty's Government, in concert with thy Czar, to consider the steps to 
e taken ty persuade the Sultan to alot a more conciliatory poliey 

Thay 
(Signed) 










































R. O'CONOR, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 54, 


Consul-General Newinarch to Sir N, O'Conor. 





(Velegraphic.) 2. Baydad, April 6, 1906, 
VHAYIC received a Report from His Majesty's Consular Agent at Mosul. that 

four battalions of the Bist 2 astived there on the 25th February, and the 

2nd Battalion of the artived on the Ist March from Anatolia, Bot 

these re isd Arias,” 

is from Constantinople, Redilf Battalion of 

battalions of the Bist Regiment on the 














tc 
Kerkuk left on the 24th) nid tour 
hy Martel, for Vi 

Banga 
Thave bial to st 








Fo and ammunition mules are so scarce at Mosul that remainder of troops 


there, 
Tnelosure 2 in No, 54. 


Vice-Consul Shipley to O'Conor. 





(Telographic,) 2 


Mosul, April 7, 1906. 
AM roporting by despateh to following cffe Hs 








Seven more battalions from Bagdad are expected here in addition to the twenty-two 
already in the provinee. Vali says that. the War Office party are bent on poliey of 
aggression, and he deplores the fat that itis improbable that he enn counteract their 
influence 

Abdullah Pasha of the Palace is one of the two leading spirits of the party of 
aggression, the other being Tevet Pasha of Kerkuk. The latter has recently been 
promoted Liva of Cavalry at Suleimanie, Abdullah is persistently advoeating the 
Aispateh at once to the frontier of all the troops, in spite of fact that rivers are in’ flood 
aat present moment, 

inact dictates reports of Vajid Commissioner to the Paluce which are greatly 
misteadin < 
‘Varks are holding both Passova and Vazne, 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 54. 
Vice-Consul Shipley to Sir N, O’Conor, 


(Telegraphic) P. Mosul, April 8, 1906. 
AUTHORITIES at Constantinople insist on sending Hamidieh fo the frontier, in 


spite of fact that both Vali and also Zekki Pasha are both opposed to such course. 

Ff they must come, it would be well that they should. keep to the left of the river 
bank (not going near the town of Zezire), where’ only a few sinall Mussulman villages 
are rituited 





Inclosure 4 in No, 54. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir N, O'Conor. 


(Telegraphic.) P. 


Tehran, April 8, 1908, 
HIS Majesty's Consul-General telegraphs from ‘Pubreez on the 7th April as 
follows 





« My telegram No, 21. 

“Following is confidential, 

“Tam informed confidentially by Turkish Consul-General that he has received 
report from his Vice-onsul at Urmia to effect that 700 Kurds have been enrolled as 
irregulat cavalry by a Turkish lieutenant and troops now in Dasht.” 








(13111) No. 55. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Heceived pri 17.) 


India Office, April 14, 1906, 
Secretary Morley to acknowledge Sir E, Gorst’s letter of 
the 7th instant, transinitting a copy of Mr, Grant Dull’s telegram No, 88 of the 4th 
Instant, relative to tho rumoured establishment of quarantine posts on the Perso 
‘Afghan boundary, ‘i , 

Tnroply, am to say that Mx, Morley concurs in Sit. Grey’s view that any 
action likely to raise the question of the Petso- Afghan frontier at the present moment 
would be impolitic, and that consequently no representation should be made to the 
Persian Government in the sense suggested by the Government of India in their 
telegram of the 2ud instant until more definite evidence is obtained of the intention 
of Russia to form a cordon. 7 

A telegram in Chis sense hus buon addressed to the Government of India, 

am, Ke. 
(Signed) "HORACE WALPOLE, 












Inclosure in No. 55. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) _P. Indi Office, Aprit 14, 1906, 

PERSO-AFGITAN frontier, With reference to your telegram of the 2nd instant, 
Tntil more definite evidence is obtained of intention of Russians to form cordon, His 
Majesty's Government do not propose to authorize any representation to Persian 
Government in the sense proposed, as present. time is inopportune for action likely to 
raise question of Perso-Afghan frontier. 
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{13104} No. 56. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received April V7.) 


Sir, India Office, April 14, 1908. 

WITH referonce to Mr, Campbell's letter of the 21st February, relative to the 
east of a Persian subject who lias committed an offence on board a British ship in the 
harbour at Balirein, I am directed by Mr, Secretary Morley to inclose, for Sir B. 
Grey's consideration, a copy of telegrams to and from the Government of India on 
the subject, 

Provided the Shoikh of Bahrein consents to the trial of the accused by the 
Political Agent, Mr, Morley is i i recedent of the eleven 
Museat subjects, referral to in the Government of India’s telegram, might be 
followed, 








Tam, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 56. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India, 
(Telographic.) P. February 22, 1906. 

VELLEGRAM has been received from Chargé d’ Affaires, Tehran, relative to case 
of a Persian subject, resident: in Bahrein, who has committed offence on board British 
ship in the harbour there, Political Agent, Balroin, considers that man deserves two 
years’ imprisonment, but his powers enable him to try British subjects only. Grant 
Duil requests instructions how to deal with the case, facts of which, he says, have 
boon communicated to you by Resident in the Persian Gulf, Please let me have your 
views, It is necessary to fake into consideration objection to raising jurisdiction 
question with Persian Government. 




















Inclosure 2 in No, 56, 


Gonernment of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Wotegraphic) P. April 6, 1906, 
BAURELN, 





With reference to your telegram of 22nd February, practice appears to be that 
such cases should be disposed of in the of Sheikh's representative by 
Political Olficer, ‘There appears to be no reason, especially as offence was committed 
in comicction swith British vessel, why Political Officer should not follow ordinary 

i ‘accordance with’ Sir E. Grey’s telegram of 6th Kebruary to His 
WAMairvs at ‘Tehran, Persian’ Government have now been formall 

Jaim to Batioin ig inadmiasiblo, ind that island ia-under Beta 
protection. No objection to action proposed in this ease would probably be raised by 
Shoikli, who has récently asked Political Officer to try case of eleven Museatis charged 
with offenco on British vessel. Tt does not appear that Political Officer's action could 

ioned locally, as he would be exercising jurisdiction either derived from his 
n as representative of protecting power or dolegated by Sheikh. 

































{13105} No, 57. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received April 17.) 





‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, ie direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 15th April, with regard to disturhances in Seistan. 


India Office, April VF, 1906. 



























Inclosure in No. 57. 


Government of India to Mr, Morley. 

(elegraphic.) P. April 15, 1906. 

SBISTAN disturbances. 

As there is apparently no immediate risk of further disturbance, we do not 
propose to direct double company, which reaches Seistan to-morrow with reserve of 
arms, to'cross frontior. If, however, he considers it absolutely necessary for protection 
of Consulate aud British subjects, Consul is still at liberty to call them in, though ho 
should doitas far as possible by men already with him in Seistan. Hemay also arrange 
to import so much reserve of arms and amniunition as is required for Consulate. Local 
authorities are at present clearly unable to prevent disorder or arrest offenders, and, as 
regards future, Persian troops, mentioned in Grant Duffs telegram of tho 9th instant, 
even if they can leave Meshed at all, cannot reach Seistan for a week. Plague also is 
apparently spreading in the absence of preventive measures, and adverse criticism on 
the part of other Governments threatened may be provoked. 

Our troops will, of course, be readily available if His Majesty's Government think 
that double company could usefully be employed in the event of the present condition 

sas moral support of local author » introduction of 
‘arrest ringleaders, and to rostore order, On 
od in tolegram dated the 9th instant from Tis 









































permission to construct telograph to Seistan on behalf 
ian Goverument should be obtained without further delay, as fist step towards 
security of Consulate, and as camest of friendly intentions of Persian Government, 
Until, howover, causes of distuzbances are more clearly ascertainod, we will defer 
opinion as to reparation to be required, 

















(13349) No. 58. 
Mr. Whitelaw Reid to Sir Ed:nard Grey.—(Received April 19.) 
Sir, American Embassy, London, April 18, 1906, 





I HAVE the honour to inforin you that our Ministor to Persia, Mr, Pearson, has 
made known to the Department of Stato his obligation to Mr. Bvelyn Grant Duff, His 
Britannic Majesty's Ohargé d'Affaires at ‘Tohran, and to Mr. A.C. Wratislavy, His 
Britannic Majesty's Consul-Gencral at Tabreoz, for the “ungrudging, constant, and 
efficient services rendered hy them to American citizens in north-west Porsia,” Mr. 
Pearson warmly appreciates the good offices of these gontlemon'; and it is a gratifying 
duty for mo to advise you that these cordial feelings are shared by the Seeretary of 
State, 

T am instructed, therefore, to request that you will be so gootl as to convey to 
Mir Grant Duff and! to Mr, Wratislay the earnest thinks of my Government for their 
Services to Americans in goncral in north-west Persia, and. for the valuable assistanco 

















which they so kindly rendered to our Minister, particularly in’ connection with the 
Labaree case, 


Thave, ke, 
(Signed) WHITELAW REID. 





(13345) 


No. 59, 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received Aprit 19.) 
Sir, India Office, April 19, 1906, 
IN reply to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 17th instant, Iam directod by Mr. Secretary: 
Morley to say that he concurs in the terms of the draft telegram which it is proposeil 
to send to Mr, Grant Duff in reply to his telegram No. 105 on the subject of the 
situation in Seistan, 

Mr. Morley would, however, suggest, for Sir B, Grey's consideration, that 
Mr. Grant Duif should also be informed that the Government of Tudia haye been 










56 


‘uthorized to send the whole of the Robat double company to Nasratabad, in the event 
of His Majesty's Consul considering their presence to be absolutely necessary for the 
protection of the Consulate and of British subjects. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





118858) No. 60, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received April 19.) 
‘No. 108.) 
(Feiogtaphic.) P. Tehran, Aprit 19, 1906. 

ITI8 Majesty's Consul in Seistan telegraphs as follows :— 


“A plot of land, previously soleoted with the concurrence of the Itisham, for one 
of our fraders, was yesterday formally marked out, and handed over by that official, 
‘Two Russian signallers, with half-a-dozen Seistanis, came immediately afterwards, 
and, on the plea that they had already purchased the site, openly demolished the 
pillars, ‘Their claim to previous purchase is denied by the Ttisham, but, even if it 
wore true, whieh Tdo not belicye, E venture to submit that the action of the Russians 
Was unjustifiable, After recent events T fear that the loss to our prestige will be 
incalculable unless action is taken, 


1 lave replied as follows :— 


« Tneident has been brought to the notice of the Russian Chargé @’Affaires and 
the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 





|18353) No. 61, 


Mr. EB. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 19.) 

(No, 110) 

(olographic,)) P. 
KUM-L-MALIK-SIAH extension. 
Persion Government again decline to grant the extension for the reasons 

previously given, 


‘Tehran, April V9, 1906. 
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13365} No. 64. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received April 19.) 


(No. 118.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. ‘Tehran, April 19, 1906, 

T WAS to-day informed by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that the Persian Government 
cannot give the land which His Majesty’s Government claim, as Russia would make 
similar demands in the north. They are prepared to grant « reasonable area round 
about the buildings of the Telegraph Department, and further ground ean be rented if 
required. 

Treplied that Twas not empowered by my instruetions to accept any arca less 
than that held from 1868 to 1880, « 

‘The area demanded execeds 8 square miles, and T venture to suggest that this is 
rather large. It is highly unlikely, in my opinion, that the Persian Government will 
sanction anything approaching it. 





13345) No. 65. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr, B. Grant Dut. 


{riser ic.) Foreign Office, Aprit 19, 1906, 
N riots, 

n troops from Meslied, referre ur telegram No. 6 of the 
ched Scistan? Even if Po nment desired to punish 
ringleaders, aro y ified that they are locally strong enough to do so? You 
appear, ib your telegram No. 6, to depreeate dispatch of sinall British foree to 
Be nnd complications would be likely to arise from the dispatch of a large one, 
If, however, Consul considers it absolutely necessary for protection of British subjects 
and Consulate, Government of India have been authorized to send to Nasratabad tho 


on the Persian Government the adoption of the 
out that thoir failure inthis respect would 
6 Consul in 





(13348) No, 62, 


Mr. B. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 19.) 

(No. 111) 

(etezraphic.) P. 
RUSSIAN road seandals. 
Russian Minister of Communications has tumed back from Julfa, Remaining 

members of tlie Commission are expected to arrive shortly at ‘Tabreez. 


‘Tehran, April 19, 1906. 





(13364) No, 63. 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received April 19.) 
(No. 112.) 
Welegraphie,) Pe Tehran, April 19, 1906, 
PURSO-TURKISH frontier dispute, 
My telegram No. 78 of the 28rd ultimo, 
T haye been asked by Persiu Government what steps have been taken by His 
Majesty's Government. 








[13432] No. 66. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 20,) 


Sir, India Office, April 19, 1906, 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to request that you will draw 
Sir E. Grey's attention to the Viceroy’s telegram of the 1th instant on the subject of 
the state of Seistan. 

Subject to Sb ion, Mr, Morley does not seo any reason to depart 
from the instructions conv. him to the Government of Tndia in his telegram of 
the Gth instant, 

Tam, &e, 
. (Signed) A. GODLEY, 
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118630} No. 68. 


Mr. EB. Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received April 21.) 
(No. 115.) 


(felegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 21, 1906. 
FOLLOWING from Government of Tndia:— 


“Letter of the 18th March from His Majesty’s Resident at Bushire, Turistan 
trade route, 
seth resent does not seem to us a very suitable time for taking up the matter 
but Vice-Consul at Ahwaz might, perhaps, be able to visit the Vali of 
uk and find out something as fo hhis attitude and position, and as to the 
hature of the country. We should be glad of your opinion on this suggestion. 
‘(Repeated Bushive,) 

























Lhave s 





nt the following reply — 
“ Any neg 





tintions regarding the Luristan trade route would lie between His 






Majesty's Governmoné and the local Chiefs. No assistance would be given by the 
Persian Government, nor, in ease of outrage, would redress be granted by them, The 





ultimate question, therefore, seems to be whether, with a view to increasing our 
political influerice and trade, His Majesty's Government are prepared to spend a sum 
of money experimentally, 











Tf so, instructions might be sent to Vice-Consul at Ahwaz to enter into 
preliminary negotiations with the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuk, Events here scarcely affect 
the «question, as the power of the Central Government is almost non-existent in those 





regions. Iam sendin 
messengar.”” 





\ copy of Major Cox's despatch to London by the next 





(13708) No. 69. 





Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edinard Grey—(Recetved April 21.) 





why Tehran, Aprit 21, 1906, 
SHISIAN disturbane 

Your teles - 

Colonel of Cossack Bri no definite orders for the dispatch of 
Cossueks to Scistin, and they have not yet left Tehvan, ‘There is already one. Persian 
Hient, numbering about 400 men, at 
ifs {ic Para Qe yeenmt lesa to pula the oltendoey 1. thine th 
80, Lani informed by the Mus Dowleh that the local authorities are not at 
presont fia. position to m s, and that the Persian Government are sending a 
Special official to Seistan with orders to investigate, ‘This will probably lead to no 
satisfictory result, and will take a long time, 

A note in acconlanee with the instructions contained in your telegram has been 
sent to the Persian Government. 



















¥ could do 

































(13631) No, 70, 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 
No, 117.) 
(itaeeniiey 1) ‘Tehran, April 22, 1906, 





ANGLO-RUSSIAN land dispute in Seistan, 
My tologram No, 108 of the 19th instant, 
Its Majesty's Consul in Seistan tolographs as follows :— 





In my telogiam No. 106 T omitted to mention that the [tisham’s servant who 
rected the pillars was struck by the Russians, A guard of Keluchis has new: been 
placed by the Russians on the site tinder dispute, ‘The land js an open site, and the 
only claim t0 it appewrs to be that it goes with an adjoining louse recently leased by 
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ns. The Russian Consul was asked by the Ttisham to produce documents? 
but declined to have any dealings with that official, and returned one of his lettore 
without opening it. Details are being telegraphed by the Itisham,” 








[13632] No. 71. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22, 
(No. 118.) 
(Telegraphic) P, ‘Tehran, April 22, 1906. 
T WAS asked yesterday by the Mushir-cd-Dowleh to furnish the names of the 
persons who attacked His Majesty’s Consulate in Scistan, I replied that it was the 
duty of the Persian Government to identify and arrest the offenders, but that 1 would 


send instructions to His Majesty’s Consul to furnish the names, if it were within his 
power to do so. 












(13633) No. 72, 
Mr. 





Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22:) 
(No, 119, 
Tehran, April 22, 1906. 
'¥ by the Mushired-Dowlol, who said’ that the Murkish 
ming very serious, and that the Shah had ordered him to 
an Charge @Aith ubject.  Tntrigues wero. 
in Soujboulak between the Mollahs sind the ‘Turkish’ authorities, and the 
arrival of the Persian Commissioners and rumours spread by, tho ‘Turks to the 
effect that they intended to annex Kurdistan hid greatly exeited the people of the 
neighbourhood. ‘the proposal that the ‘Turkish forces now in Persian. toriton 
should be withdrawn as a preliminary to a frontier Commission had been absolutely 
adview givon to the 
lor at Constantinople by the Russian and British Ambassadors, had 
i from taking military measures, but in onder to protect. their 
territory they would now reluctantly be forced to do so, My advice was asked as to 
win form these military measures should take, and when I declined to offer ay. 
* on this subject, the Mushired-Dowleh begged that, I would rofor this question 
to you. 
He asked also how far 
ervene in disputes on the 
ny further hope of diplomat 

















declined by the Porte. he Persian Government, acting on. th 
Pei 


















Trent Britain and Russia considered it their duty to 
erso-Turkish frontier, and inquired whether there was 
ntervention by those Powers, 















(13699) No. 73. 

Mr. Spring: Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 23.) 
(No. 271.) 
Sir, 


St, Petersburgh, April 16, 1906. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a private letter which Thive 
Hiressid to Count Lamslorif on the subject of the incident of the run organized 
against the Imperial Bank by the Banque des Préts, which is under the discction of 
the Russian Financial Agent. in Tehran, T also took measures 4a bring the ineident 
to the knowledge of the President of the Council, undor who is tho Minister of 























1 thought it advisable to take this step becauso Tam convinced that neither Count 
Tauusdonf nor Count Witte would approve of the action, taken in this matter by the 
Rassian Bank, vee it appears 1 me to be desirable in tho interests of the 
that sucki 

knowledge of the Government in 
standing that His Majesty's Gove 
the part of the Russian Gh 
T venture to point ont that my communication was of a 

in no sense official, and that, should you disapprove of the step taken, a communication 
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Wo that effect can be made either here or in London. ‘The communication which I 
made could not well have been delayed, as it coincided with the loan negotiations now 
Ving carried on in London 








T have, &e. 
(Signed) 





RING-RICE. 


Inclosure in No. 73. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Count Lamsdorf. 
M. le Comte, 









nun Pe 
Vous 


profit de Ia Banque de 
dino, iL n'y av 
1 Ponsa 
nt Britannique, vu les. co 
id de prdter son cone 
cos cixconstances ji 
«lite de ma communication jk votre Excellence) ume réunion. a ¢ 
nix dle la Banque a entre Administration ¢ 
des tigyocinnts Porsans, en vue dorganiser 

chow liquello, on effet, dn 5 jusquian LU Mars s'est p 
qui ont demande le rembourse 
in-Reliabi, Te: chilfre dos billots pre 
1,000 Kerans, ds 








muais que 
xcellence, 










Ye 
ater que Te 1'* (14) Mars (c'est-4 

























‘sentée ine foule de perso 

ent comptant des billets émis par la Banque 
our paiement s'est port 

ont 900,000 krans daient prosentés par In Banque d 










compte 


‘lo dois ajouter que, con 

Wigvait pus prévoun duyanee 
cos hiilets pour paiement, 

Tost i et 

Li 





aque dEscompte 
son intention de présenter 








ilre qu line inipression pénible nese produise dans le monde financier 
4 On consequence Mane telle démarelic o 
(uti se tronve soumise a la din 
ianices Risse, 

Vins | 
de Ii comm 








forine conianice que votre 
ation ped 





xcollouce appréciera le motif de la fra 
fdonte, je la prig, & 
(Signe) 











(13660) No. 74. 


Sir. N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 


(So, 260. Contieatial) 
Sir, : Constantinople, clpril 17, 1906. 

1 TLAVE the honoue to report that up to the present moment ne posress hee ten 
tnnde in the negotiations between the Ottoman Government and the Persian Ambassador 
for the evacuation of Passova, and the appointment of a Mixed Commission. 

-On the other hand, reports arrive from the Consuls at Mosul and Sivas stating, as 
Der inclosed despatches, that three battalions, with twelve guns, have left the former 
plice, ani 4,050 of the new type of Mauser have been forwarded from the latter 
Jor Visn6 and the Persian frontier, Other indications are not failing of the determination 
ol'the Sultan to provide for all contingencies in ease of a conflict in those regions. 

The Russian Ambassador, wom I saw this afternoon, told me that the Sultan had 
a fow lays ago sent his Second Secretary, {2zet Pasha, to see him and to say. that, 
having carefully examined all the documents and maps connected with the ‘Turco. 
Persian frontier, His Majesty was convinced that Zahijan, Visié, and Passora belonged 
by right to ‘Purkey and were within her frontier Hnit, : 


M, Zivoview ‘rephed that he could not accept this statement, whieli was disproved 
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by the maps prepared by the British and Russian Commissioners and officially presented 
10 the Porte thirty-seven years ago, that Passova was absolutely outside the zone within : 
which the frontier was to be found, and that his Government could not admit the present 
pretensions of the Ottoman Government. He wished, however, to know whether the 
Sultan desired him to inform his Government that he would not withdraw his troops from 
Passova or agree toa Commission of delimitation. ‘Thereupon Izzet Pasha bexzed the 
Ambassador not to make this statement to his Government, and alluded to the 
Commission which the Sultan wished to appoint with a view to further ing 

M. Zinoview further informed me that he had been requested by his Government 
to give his opinion as to the measures that would be taken to induce the Sultan to.with- 
draw his troops from Passova, and that he was very much at a loss to know what to f 
answer. In fact, he did not see what mensures they could take, in view of the condition ii 
of affairs in Russia; and he rather agreed with me thal, before we had recourse to 
language implying actual constraint, our Governments should carefully consider the 
question and endeavour to cone toa common understanding, 

‘he whole question is one fraught with considerable difficulty owing to the actual 
military weakness of Russia, and in a certain degree to the natural reluctance of both 
‘our Governments to embroil themselves in an aflair which may possibly be brought to a 
peaceful solution by the two Moslem Powers immediately concerned. 

Tt contains, however, the elements of complications possibly threatening the 
existence of Persia, which at present is wholly unable to offer any effectual armed 
resistance, and, from another point of view, it opens a prospective of a Pan-lslamic 
propagandisin which neither ourselves nor Russia could regard without serious concern, 

have, &. 
(Signed) NN. R, O'CONOR, 


















































































Tnelosure 1 in No. 74, 


Major Ramsay to Sir N, O'Conor, 























Bagdad, April 16, 1906. 

SULAR Agent at Mosul reports that on the 25th Mareh following forces left 

r Wazna: 5th Battalion 24th Artillery Regiment with six guns, 5th Battalion 
25nd Infantry Regiment, also another battalion of infantry, of which ‘number is nob 
ven. 

sem March 27.—Six additional guns with infantey. 








Inclosure 2 in No, 74, 


Mr, Jewett (0 Sir N. O'Conor, 
ixcellenoy,, Sivas, April 6, 1906, 

TL HAVE the honour to report that Tam eredibly informed that 8,000. of the better 
type of Mauser rifles are requisitioned from this district (Sivas, Tokar, Zile, Amassin, 
and Gurun), to be sent to Visné, near Sulimanich, and these guns ate to be replaced 
by inferior Mausers sent from Constantinople, ‘The guns began to leave Sivas on the 
Bist March. Forty-five waggon-loads have left up to date, each carrying three caves, 
or 4,050 rifles sent up to date, = _ 

Tris said that these rifles are to arm a new division of troops for service on the 
Persian frontier. 
‘The expenses of this movement of guns, estimated at 18,000 liras, is to be paid by 


vilayet. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) MILO A. JEWE! 




















































‘ily 








13665) a 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeiced April 23.) 
(No. 265.) 
Siz, Constantinople, April 18, 1906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 260 of the 17th instant, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a note from the Persian Ambassador at this Court, which I received 
this moming, expressing the thanks of the Persian Government for the aid given them 
by this Pinbassy in the ‘Turco-Persian frontier question. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 75. 
Prince Risa Khan to Sir N. 0' Conor. 


Ambussade de Perse, Stamboul, 
ML. ’Ambassadeur ot cher Colle We 17 Aeril, 1906, 
AL Vhonneur de j-inclus la copie en Porsan ainsi que 
Ja traduction en Jang tre qui vient de m’étre adresséo par lo 
Ministire des Affaires Btrangores de 1 i nise par notre courrier 
spiel. 


Tnclosure 
Persian Minister Jor Foreign Affairs to Prince Rieu Khan, 


(Traduction du orsin,) 
VOTRE Altesse a bien vonli tioter Vappui et Paide que som Excellence 'Ambas- 
vir vous prlte dans la question de Vazne et Lahidjan, Votre rapport 

Majesté hupériale le Schah, notre auguste Souverain, qui a daigné 


nitid sincere qui existe depnis si longtemps entre I’Angleterre et Ia Perse est 
tun bon gage pour assurer To concours de honorable Ambassadeur de cette Grande 
Pris fin de soutenir Io nations de notre Ambassade," 
Vonillo oxprimer les vits remerciements du Gouvernement Persan a son 
Excellence, 
Dicw veuille que ses démarchos amicales soient eouronnées de suces et qu’elles ne 
restent pas suns résultat, 





(18834) 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 28.) 

(No, 05.) 
(Welegraphic.) P, Constantinople, April 23, 1906, 

TO-DAY 1 inade fresh representations respecting the question of the Tureo-Persian 

ontior to the Grand Vizier, His Highness denied the statements of the Shah's 

Government as reported by the Persian Ambassador and by Mx Grant Duff in his 
tologran of the 221 fnstan 

‘TL subsequently mot by appointmont at the Persian Embassy ty Russian colleague, 
M, Zinoviow. 

We adopted the view that the Persian Government should, if possi 
arnied contlict, and thatthe Persian Ambassador should himself call upon Izzet Pasha, 
Socoud Secrotiry to the Sultan, and make the following proposal:— 


‘TW advise the Shah to send Commissioners to Passov, on condition that the Sultan 
will promise that on their arrival the Ottoman troops shall be withdrawn within the 
zone in dispute dnd proceed with the delimitation of the fronti 


63. 


‘The general interest which the German Ambassador has shown in the question is, 
tot without significance, Tis Excellency has supported our representations at tho 
arte, 





(13835) No. 77. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived April 23.) 

(Ce) as 

telegraphic.) P. 
AFFAIRS of the Persian Gulf, 
Henjam. Count Lamsdorff has sent me an unofiicial yerbal message to the effect 
that, from information received, a British gun-boat was sent for the protection of Arabs 
‘against Persia, whose sovereignty was questioned, and that obstacles are being placed 
in the way of the construction of the Persian custom-house by the British authorities. 

Tn reply, I propose to say— 


St. Petersburgh, April 23, 1906, 


(7) That the dispatch of the gun-boat was for the protection of British subjects 
event of disorders, in consequence of measures threatened against. Arabs by tho 
authorities ; 

(.) That the question of the sottlement of the telegraph station limits, which tho 
Persians are disputing, in spite of the land’ having been occupied without ‘protest for 
twelvo years, foring tho subject of prosom nogetiatona, moroaver: hat thoes feng 
intention of interfering with Persian sovereignty or with the administration of Porsian 
Customs. 





[13895] No. 78. 
India Office to Foreign Office-— (Received April 24) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Atairs, and, by divwetion of Ain, Secretary, Motley, 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of tolograms 
relative to the Seistan disturbances, 


India Office, April 28, 1908, 
——$<—— 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 78, 


Mr. Morley to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic.) P. April 18, 1906, 
MY telegram of the 2nd instant. 
1 have received from you no telegrams from Consul, Seistan, of more recent dato 
than the Bist ultimo, Please keep me informed. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 78. 


Government of India to Mr, Morley, 
(Telegraphic) P, April 28, 1906, 

YOUR telegram of the 18th instant: Disturbances in Seistan, 

Maepherson’s later telegrams were not repeated, a situation was easier and 
disturbances were not renewed (see my telegram dated the 16th instant), You should, 
however, receive on the 27th instant copies of all telegrams from Seistan up to the 
‘7th instant, which have been posted by mail of the 12th instant. Grant Dull hi 
prawmaly repeated telegrams of more recent date which haye been addressed to him 

y Macpherson. At Macpherson’s request four more lospital assistants are being 
sent by us to Scistan, 
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113964) Synik 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 24.) 
(No, 120) 
(Telegraphic). B. Tehran, April 2 
LLOWING addressed to Seistan — 
“Plague in Seistan. 
“Your telograiu No. 108, 
“Tam taking all possible steps to have prominent Mullalisnominsted to the Tehran 
Sanitary Council aud to that of Seistan, 
Sv Tu Persia Goverariost lave inennhile Naked Sheik Read to preesh (othe 
ole of Seistan in favour of quarantine. 
Peo: Ceaateke tor Soisten leave hore on the 20th April, and the Momtabens 
neh, who his heen appointed on special service in the plice of the Ttesha 
Vaarols, will leave for Nasratabad shortly.” 





(14186) No. 80. 


Sir Rdward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice, 


Foreign Office, spril 24, 1906, 
{TOLD Count Beuckendorff to-day that the Persian Government hid been talk 
iran of taking military measures ou the disputed Turkish frontier, and had lk 
ug for advice, 
T suid it was obviously futile for then tw attempt to do anything themselves, « 
y \vhat we could do in addition to the rep 
Constantinople, | T thought, however, our next. representation 
sight tke the fori of asking tho Turkish Goyerninent to submit the frontier dispute 
to the arbitration of Rugsia and Great Britain, im accordance with the Agreement 
which Had heon como to between us many years ago, and communicated with him to 
Porte, Twas afraid the Turkish Goverment would not agtee to this, aud, in that 
caso, Eshoutd be very: glad to. kniovr wh 
suggest: We would bo quite willing to consider anything which they had to propose. 
took the opportmnity of explsining fo Connt Henckendorft that ie presence of 9 
Uritish ship of war at the Island of Henjam had uo political significance. Tt bad been 
sent the use there swis a danger pf conflict hetweon the Pei werkiment aud 
Arabs, We did uot dispute Porsian sovereignty, but we wished to protect our owt 
graph station, and oor British employes. We ‘had been in secupation, for the 
Purposes oF our telegraph station, of cortain land there for twelve years, sind the object 
oF the ship of war would sot be to disturb, but to preserve, the status yuo so far 
uid British subjects wore concomed. It had no political significance. 
T also mentioned to Count Benckondorlf, unofficially, that [had Heard that the 
ents in Seistaw hud forcibly removed boundary pillars from a piece of land 
which lid boon sold, with the consent of the Persian a s, to a British subject, 
nob mention this officiilly, because Lwas waiting for furdier information. But, 
in view of tho, fuets that Seistia was vory disturbed, and, that the Quara 
tions gave tise to tmuch trouble, E hoped the Russian Government would) send 
coneilijtory instructions to their Agents there, so that no advantage should he tiken of 
the situation to prejudice British interests ‘ isturbanices of this 
fort arose, tht our rospective Ayouts should act in concort. 
Tam, 
: (Signed) WARD GREY, 


(14080) No. Sl. 
3. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received April 


Tehran, April 25, Wi. 
}2PURKISH frontier dispute ea f 
i Lo. report which I have received fom His Majesty's Cousul-Cenioral at 
the district hetween Souj Bonlak aud Urmi is bons riyaged by the Kurds. 


Danger to Christians will be even greater than it is at present if hostilities 
break ou, 


Twould suggest that the Turkish and Persian Governments be warned that His 
Majesty's Govermuent will hold them responsible for the lives of British subjects, 





[13432] No, 82. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 25, 1906, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 19th instant, relative to the state of affairs in Soistan, 

Sir E. Grey concurs in the opinion of the Secretary of State for Tndia that there is 
no reason to depart from the instructions conveyed to the Goveramont of India on the 
6th instant. But Tam to point out that whon the Persian Government wore originally 
informed of the dispatch of @ British foreo to Robat, they were told. that the troops 
Were sent as a precautionary measure in view of plague, and “in order to render 
assistance to the Persian Government if required.” Sir I, Grey considers that this 
offer must be borne in mind, although it appears so unlikely that the Porsian 
Government will apply for the assistance of British troops, that it is searcely necessary 
to consider tho contingency at present, 

Tam, &c, 
(Signed) B, GORSD, 





(14097) No. 83. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 26.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of Stato, copy of  tulegratn 10 
the Viceroy, dated the 20th April, relative to the affairs of Seistan, 


India Office, April 25, 1906. 
Inelosure in No, 
Mr. Morley to Government of Indiv, 


(Telegraphic) P. India, Office, April 26, 1906, 
GRANT DUFF'S telegram of the 15th instant, Following roply sont 19th 


spatch of large British force to Seistan would be likely to cause complications, 
ani your telegrain appears to deprecato sonding, small force thore. should be glad to 
Know whether Persian troops referred to in that télogram have reached Seistan and 
whether you are satisfied that, if they wished to punish ringleaders, Persian Government 
are strong enough locally to do so. Authority for dispatch of whole of Robat doublo 
company to Nasratabad) if Consul considers it absolutely necessary for protection. of 
Consulate and British ‘subjects, has been given to Government of India. Porsian 
Government should be informed by you that their failure to adopt necessary punitive 
measures, which you should continue to urge upon them, would prove theit inability to 
afford His Majesty's Consul in Scistan proper protection, and that Tis Majesty's 
Government would be compelled to take stops accordin 








(14080) No: 84, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O' Conor. 


(No, 62. fs , 
(reise hic.) P. Foreign Office, April 26, 1906. 
YOU may act as suggested in Mr, Grant Duff's telegram No. 193, in connection 
With the danger to Christiaas on the Tnreo-Persian frontier. 
The Persian Government will receive a similar warning. 





14080) No: 85 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
No. 67.) , 
ate rane) P; Foreign Office, Aprit 26, 1906. 
Ob May act as suggested in your telegram No. 123 in connection with the 
danger to Christians on the Turco-Persian frontier, 
‘Dho Porte will receive a similar warning, 





(12940) No, 86, 
Memorandum communicated to Persian Minister, Aprit 26, 1906. 


ON the 5th alti Memorandum was received from the Persian Minister 
Fespecting the beating inflicted by the Vizier of Fars on a witness sent to him by His 
Maj 's Consul at Shiraz, s 

Sir B is surprised to learn from a despatch received from His Majesty's 
Chargé Affaires at Tehran that no apolouy for th has yet been offered, 
and he would bo glad to know whether the furthe ations promised in. the 
telegram from the Mushired-Dowleh, which was communicated on the Sth ultimo, 
have reached the Porsian Legation. 


irrign Office, April 26, 1906. 





(12949) No, 87. 


Sir Biiourd Grey to Mr, B. Grant Duff. 
(No. 64.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, pri 26, 19 
H HAVE received your despatch No. 90 of the 30th ultimo regarding the rumoured 
Af the Princo Shon-e Governor-General of Fars, 
wtion in the 
Lan, & 
(Signed) “DWARD GREY. 





(13349) No, 88. 
Sir Rdward Grey to Mr. Whitelaw Reid, 


Your Pxcelloney, Foreign Office, April 26, 1906. 

THAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of yoitr Exceltony’s note of the 
18th instant, requesting that the thanks of the Government of the United States ma 
ho eouveyod to His Majesty's Chargé (Affaires at Tohran ant to His Majesty's Consal- 
Goneral at Tabtooz for their sorvics to. Americans in general in North-West Persia 
and for the assistance which they have rendered to the United States’ Minister at 
‘Tehran, particularly in connection with the Labaree ease, 

Vhave learnt with much sitistaction that Mr. Grant. Duff and Mr, Wratislay were 
abla to he of ‘1 fo American citizens, and T shall not fail to 
convoy the thanks of the Unitod States’ Goyernment to these gentlemen 
by your Exeelloney. 

Tha 
(Signed) 





67 
(13699) No, 89, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 185.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 27, 1906, 
1 HAVE received your despatch No. 271 of the 16th instant respecting the run 
organized by the Russian Banque des Préts at Tehran on the Imperial Bank of Pew 


T approve your action in the matter and the terms of your communication, to 
Count Lamsdorft 


Tam, & 
(Signed) WARD GREY, 





[13104] No. 90, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 27, 1906, 

TAM directed rotary Sir I, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 14th instant, relative to the ease of a Persian subject who has coumitted ae 
offence on board a British ship in the harbour at Bahrein, 

Sir E, Groy, aftor careful consideration of the mattor, is of opinion that, before 
coming toa decision, it would be desirable to obtain further information on certain 
points, The view of the Goverment. of India that no. objections would bo eniced 
locally to th being tried hy the British Political Officer at Bahroin may be well 
founded, but it does not exclude the possibility of objections on the part of the Persian, 
Government, who might: decline to recognize the precedent sot in the caso of the 
subjects of the Sultan of Museat. It is true that British protection over Buhroie 
has lately: bee: i, but it seems undesirable to, raise at tho: presont 
Moment a question of jurisdiction which might involve discussion und controversy, 

T am therefor to suggest, for Mr. Secretary Morloy’s consideration, thee. tho 
jovernment of India should be requested to furnish further partioulans of the cas, 
pecially ag regards the present wheroabouts of tho culprit, with view to acing 

whether the caso might not be dealt with in some more convenient mnannor, 
Tam, &c, 
(Signed) 





(14383) No. 91. 
India Office (o Foreign Office—(Received Aprit 28,) 


THE Ueda Seti of State for India presents his compliments to the Under: 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Sceretary. Morloy, 
fonwanls herewith, for the information'of the Secretary of Stato, a paraplirasy of 4 
telegram from the Vicoroy, dated the 27th instant, relative to tho plague in Sotstan, 


India Office, April 28, 1006, 
ee 
Tnclosure in No. 91. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Pela hic.) P. Tehran, April 27, 1906. 
FOLLOWING telegram, dated the 19th instant, received from Macpherson, 
regarding plague in Seistan -—- 


“Nothing is being done to check plague, which is spreading rapidly ovor district; 
Present situation very unsatisfactory a8 rogands the disease, Unanimity is impossible, 
owing to divergence of political views of members, in Soistan Sanitary Couneil, which, 
3 at present constituted, is powerless, impracticable, and unpopular, Mullahs, who 
gre mnrepresented on Council, oppose anti-plaguo measures, and measures adopted up 
to date have been merely compromise. 
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“I would recommend identification of leading: Mullahs with sanitary me 
mpointmient as members of Sanitary Council, the latter being reco 
is, unless we can obtain complete direction of operations oursel 
the Persian doctor, or, fuiling him, the Deputy Governor, to be President, _ European 
Clement to remain advisory, and to be reduced to the ‘sminimum. Carrying ont of 
medical and disinfecting arrangements to be entirely iu the hands of Muhammadan 
doctors and Mullahs, by whom European doctors will be advised. 

“Enforcement of measures to prevent spread of plague outside Seistan, now, 
perhaps, most important duty of any, to be the only function of the Customs Depart. 
tnent, I venture to think that onr position is quite special, in view of unique experience 
of our doctors in dealing with plague, and that this should be recognise 
Governn 


Heconstitition of Sanitary Council and other measures suggested by Macpherson 
aro, wwe are disposed to think, desirahle, 
(Vohiran informed.) 





(14433) No, 92. 
N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey, (Received April 28.) 


0, 70, Confidential.) 
Telegraphic) P, Constantinople, April 28, 1906, 

FRONTIER dispute botweon Turkey aud Porsia, 

Yesterday my Russian coll ed upon me and said that Count Lamsdorit 
Hud instructed him to «with rogard 10 a suggestion that you made to 
Com Benckendorff, that the Porte should be invited to subinit to the decision of the 
hyo iwediating Powers the ques i 

I replied that T thonght the Porte would almost certainly refuse, and that, unless 


we wore proparul to Ko furthur, we ought to exunine the matter very carefully before 
Yeututing on a course which might entail « rebuff and a serious loss of eredit. T went 


on to say, howover, that a warning might be xl to the Porte to the effect thit 
persistence in a policy whieh menaced the preservation of order, not only in Persia but 
also in the regions of the Persian Gulf, could not Ine difference 
Zinovievs does uot, it is evident, cousider his Government to beat the present 
ioment iu a position to adopt any kind of anilitary and T should be reluctant 
W see This Majesty's: Einbassy pressed into an unduly prominent position in regard to 
this 
ms is How concentrated at Vezue, and the news which | 
contins to receive from Mosul roports tho further dispatch of several battalions Le tl 
place, ‘To precipitate a conflict would be folly on the part of the Porsians, but grave 
disorders, possibly leading to a general conflagration, which may evcatually force us to 
fake action, aro very likely to ensue among the Kurdish tribes acting under Turkish 
influence, 
do not, however, quite see what more wo ean do for thy moment beyond puttin 
all possiblo diplowiatie pressure on the Porte. Unless appwated to by, both parties 
like it that out Treaty obligations do not ey pol ns to intervene, 





{14430} No. 93, 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Ediarit Grey,—(Received April 2 
(No. 124.) 
(Volegtaphic.) P. Tehran, Aprit 28, 1906, 

PLAGUE in Seistan, 

{eoneut th the views as fo the reconstruction of {he Sanitary Council. expressed 
in the telegram No, 1209 from tho Government of Tudia to the Socretary of State for 
India, See also my telegram No, 120 of the 24th iustant. 

‘The consent of the Persian Government may, however, be dificult to obtain, 
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[14565) No. 94, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edword Grey. (Received April $0.) 


. 278. Confidential.) 
Constantinople, April 24, 1906. 

IN my telegram No. 65 of yesterday I had the honour to report that the German 

bassador was giving proof of considerable interest in the Turco-Persian frontier 
guiestion and was supporting the representations made by my Russian colleague 
and myself, and I added that Baron von Marschall’s action appeared to me very 

Tow take leave to supplement my telegram with the following 
observations. 

‘The appointment of a tried and able official like M, Stemrich to the post of 
Corman Minister at Tehran, is, as T pointed out. in, my despatch No, 269, Confidential, 

instant, sufliciently indicative in itself of a more active policy in Persia, 
and unless Lam very much mistaken, the new German Envoy will play a incl more 
inuportant role in Persia than did his predecessor, Count Rex. I am willing to believe 
that the anxious desire shown by Baron yon Marschall to intorfore in the dispute 
provoked hy the Turkish occupation of Passov is in some meastin due to, appre- 
serious conflict in the Azerhidjan district should extend to Northern 
and induce an unsettled condition iu the country to Iw traversed by the 
aay; but Tam still more disposed to regard His Exeullency's intervention 
of his Government’s desire to prove to the Shak that Germany takes, an 
st in Porsian affairs, and rogands them as naturally falling within the sphere of 

her influence 

Baron vou Marschall is not particularly addicted to paying visits to his colleagues, 
Hut the other day he called at the Persian Huibasy, aid took some trouble to. impress 

ince Riza Khan that he had spoken. very seriously about. the. ureo-Pordan 

tol: the Sultan's Second Secretary, in whose hands the conduet 

of the question 2 placed, and how he had! poiuted out the illesality of the 
‘Turkish action in occupying and etal ion of Passova, which, being to 
the cast of the debateable zone u the Anglo-Russian Commissioners’ map 
of 1860, must incontestably: be ian territory. Ho expressed also the wish to, he 
Kept informed of the course of the negotiations, aud 1 througliout iis conver= 

Y the impression that Germany was interested equally with tho two 

mediating Powers in the question, anid’ that his benevolent interference merited the 
ateful recoguition of the Persian Goverument. ‘The Persian Amilussador appears to 
fallen rap at once, and to have tHankfully expressed his appreciation of 

all's comforting assurances aud unsolicited support, 

Uighness told me what had occurred, Vsuguested that he might do well 
to secure the support not culy of Germany: but also of Fruico and the other Great 
Powers, as I had no doubt that all ti Ainbassadors at Constantinople woul. beng 
Teudy to afford reasonable support and aid in composing the quartel as out German 
colleague had been, 

Vrinee Riza Khon replied that le would explain the situition to the French 
Ambassador and the Talia Chargé «Affaires aud invoke their good olives, and L 
nissolf took an opportunity this afternoon of acquainting M, Constans with the prosent 
phase of this question, 

Another symptom of Germany's interest in Persian affairs, which we cannot afford 
to overlook and which would scem to be part and parcel of some poliey for a delinite 
cud, is the recent establishment by the Hanburgea moricen Company of a service of 
steamers to the Persian Gulf, 

Tn face of the above facts it appea ory probable that if Great Britain and 
Rassia do not very soon come 0 an agreement with roeard to th F respective interests 
i Persia, they may find themselves confronted there with Germany very mu us did 
France in Moroceo, Indeed, I am almost afraid that the payehologieal tornont. for au 
arrangement @ deux may le already passed, 

As T walked with my Russian colleague from the Persian Bmbassy, where we met 

eras to discuss the frontier dispute, I moutioned to him my idea that Baron. yon 
Marschall's attitude iu the question bode! n more active interost in, Persians affig 
Which might make us regret that we had tgrried so long in coming: 10 ea niccee 
standing. | M. Zinoview replied that things did wear that appearanee, but: that aI 
Know, hie had always been in favour of ani understanding with Eugland, and he had 


(1647) r 
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not failed to oxpress that opinion to his Covernment, feeling that he was entitled to 


do so on account of his intimate acquaintance with and long residence in Per: 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





(14475) 0. 95. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recrived Apri 30.) 
ee St. Petersburgh, April 24, 1906. 
“ LTHAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a private letter which T have 
ved! from Count Lamsdorit in reply to the letter which Lhad addressed to hin on 
ject of the run on the Imporial Bank of Porsia, which, as was stuted, was 
the office of the Russian Banque d’Escompte. You will obsorve that 
M, Grube, the Manager of the Russian Bank, entirely denies the accusation that his 
Dank he ran on the Imperial Bank, and asserts that, on the 
is-assistance by continu the notes issued. by that 
institution, He also denies that he Tailed to ‘the intention of the 
Banque d'Escompte, to offer notes for paymont, In conversation with M. Hartwig, 
T told him that T had communicated the account of the incident to Count Lamsdorit 
ite manner, aud in pursuance of the desire he had expressed: that the two 
wnmonts should communicate with one another frankly as to any question 
y to load to a misunderstanding. He said he was 
grateful for the step I had taken, and expressed the hope that th incident was now 
vee 1 may remark that, according to the 
ageounit fuyni ne by M: Rabino, the Manayer of the Imperial Rank, certain 
native bankers c d with ‘Tabreez hiekd a meeting in the Banque d’Escompte with 
a view to cone jon against the note issue of the Imperial Rank, and. subse- 
tiently waited upon the richest merchant in Twhran and assured him that the Banque 
Escompte had agreed to finanee the movement, which, in fact, began shortl 
afterwards, Ie also is positive as to the faet that no notice was given by the Ban 
its intention of presenting notes for payment, 
Of its initention of pre i pay ates 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Inelosure in No. 95, 
Count Lamadorff to Me. Springs Mice. 


WAlTaires, : Le 10 (2 

POUTE faire suite A ma lettre en date du % Avril eourant, je m'empres 
faire part des renseignements qui me sont paryenus au sujet des faits qui se sont 
passes & Wchéran dans les premiers jours du mois de Mars dernier, lors du commence- 
Tent du hoyenti ds bilots dri par ia Banquo Sohah-in-Sehati & 

La premidre impulsion avait 6ié donnée A ces événements par le fait que la 
hausse du prix de Vargent avait provoqué une exportation notable des krans Persans 
aus Tndes of on les faisait fondee pour en trapper des rouples. Le manque de 
monnaie qui en réulta out pour effet de provoquer In défiance enyers les billets de 
Banque Schah-in-ehuhi et les commergants Persans comimencdrent & présenter ces 
billets au paiement dahord A Ispahan et Yead, ensuite A Thuris et A Tehéran méme, 
oit Ie mouvement prit des dimonsions plus considérables en raison méme de Pimpor= 
taniee doce marché. Le “hoyeott se déroula sans que In Banque d’Eseompte y eat 
fiucunement paticip, Le: bruit concernant un eoneilinbule’ qui aurait eu Tiow dans 
les Hurenus de Ta Thangue d’Rseompte de Téhéman entre VAdministration de 

lernidre ot les négocinnts initigines, en yue d’organiser une 

ilitee de ta Daigque Auglaienu pe TE REOIVneRPlenue de tout fondeme: 
Tos faits, tels quis se sont passés en réalité, font prouve, au contraire, non seulement 
dno attitude tout 8 fait correete de la Banque d’Escompto envers In’ Banque Schah- 
in-Schahi, mais eneore du soutien que ke premidre de ees bangues accorda & Vautre 
dans des circonstauices. particulidrement graves, Tl parait que de nombreux com- 
miergants se sont présents & ta compte en demandant 4 savoir si elle 


a 


aceeptait les billets on question Pout les paiements en cours et regut une réponse 
affirmative. Le “hoyeott” des billets par le public commenga vers le 5 Mars, 
affluence de monde A la Imperial Bank of Persia était tellement grande que le 
Place située devant V'éllifico se trouyait comblée par 1 foule. La Banque, qui, 
conformément aux renseignements dont on dispose A Téhéran, avait mis des billots 

$300,000 tomans, et dont Ia eaisse ne disposait que d'une somme ne surpassant 

10,000 tomans en espdces, faisait: des difficultés au change et ne remboursait: 
pas plus de 5,000 tomans par jour, ec qui ne reprévente évidemment qu’ane souime 
minime. Lagi sur les billets atteignit au bazar Ie taux de 10 pout cent, La. 
Banque d’Eseompte, ainsi que toutes ses agences, dans le seul but daceorder leur 
appai dans la mesure du possible la Imperial Bank, continuaient 2 accopter les 
billets qui leur affluaient dans ta journée, mais, ne pouvant onérer leurs etissca de 
Valenrs qu'il leur était impossible de remettro en cireulution, vu los rofus du public de 
les accepter, et tant tonues de satisfaire en monnaie sonnants aux exigenees des 
clients, se voyaient obligées de présenter cos hillets i la Banque Sohih-in-Schahi tous 
{es soirs pour les faire changer contre de la monnaio Wargent. [1 est A noter spéoiales 
ment que ls Bangue Russe s'est invariablement. conformée 4 Inisage tably ot ue 
manquait pas de prévenir In Banque Anglaise des demaniles despdeos qutells comptait 
Tui présenter, et que c'est, au contraire, cotte dernidre qui faisait volontairomont dew 
retards aan change, Tl paraitmit que le Chargé d’AMfaires Angleterre A Tohéean 
avait communiqué oralement i M. Grube, dans une conversation paxticulides, a 
tenenr des plaintes que l’Administration de la Imperial Bank élovait contre. la 
Banque d'Escompte, A quoi il lui fut xépondu qu'une plainte pareille, faite dune 
anion officielle, aurait provoqué de la part de PAdministration de! la Banquo 
@Excompte une action en calomnie, dane. man salomont officielle, et par 
Tentremise de Ia Légation Impériale A "'shéran, contre M. Rabino, Direotenr de lo 

f Persin, 

tic plais i constater le caraotire tout A fait précis des faits Guoneds ekdessus, 
qui excluent toute idéo Whostilité de ta part de la Banque d'Bscompto enyers. 1h 
Banque Sehali-in-Seha 

Veuillez, &o, 
(Signé) LAMSDORER, 





(14697) No. 96, 


Mir. E, Grant Duf) to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Received April 80,) 
(No 120) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Tehvan, Aprit 80, 1906, 
BAKHTIARI road. Your telegram No. 69, 
T have asked the Government of India to send you a copy of Major Morton's 
roport direct It has only just reached me, 


‘The Chiefs, after several urgent appeals on my part, have promised to repair the 
the road. 





(14433) No. 97, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor, 

(io 55 
Telegraphic.) B. Foreign Office, prit $0, 1906. 

PERSO-TURKISH frontier dispute 

Tinade a suggestion to Count Bouckondorit to the effect that the Porte mijght: bo 
requested hy the Russian and His Majesty's Governments, jointly, to rotor to there 
arbitration the dispute concerning the Porsian boundary that, ii the probable. event 
of & refusal by the Ottoman Government, I did not see whit eteps could he taken + nt 
that ‘wo should be prepared to take into consideration any Mops: which might bo 
Proposed by the Russian Government. I agree that, we should not expose ourelvea te 
a rebuff until something practical hus been proposed. ‘The urgent. question for 
ourselves is that of the Exyptian froatier, Somg othor questious imc bo cleasel up ab 
the same time if we are compelled to take strong measures about that one, 

Above is with reference to your telegram No. 70 of the 28th instant, 








[131241 No. 98. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 

(Yo. 190.) : 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 80, 1906. 

T HAVE received your despatch No. 211 of the 27th ultimo, reporting’ the 
communication of the Seistan Water Award to the Russian Government. ; 

‘The terms of your letter to M. Hartwig on this subject are approved by His 
Majesty’s Government, Sef 

am, &e. 


(Signed) EDWARD GREY, 





(14923) No. 99. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 2, 


India Office, May 1, 1906. 
5, and Sir H s 


on tho subject. 

‘he proposals of the Government of India for the improvement of the exist 
Slate of things are to establis Jonsular Agencies at Bampur (inless the Per 
Government conti ian Consul at Quetta a condition 

estimate the cost of each 
at about 2002 r initial exper 


hey f the Consular gu 
1 dtetachm 1 periodical 
45 traters an opportunity of sending 

vans unider escort . 

‘Who cost of this prope out 1,060 ‘anil 4700. initial, 

‘he expenditure involved in tly es would, under the existing arrange. 
dient, ho divisible between the Imperial and the Indion Exchequers, and it will be 
seon tat the recommiondations of the Government ide. subject. to the 
condition that tho cost shall be so divided. T am therefore to inquire whether the 
Socrotary of State for Foreign Affairs would he preparod to approuch the Lords 
Cominissioners of Ils Majesty's Treasury with a view to their accepting @ moioty of 
tho expense, 

T have, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY 


Thelosure 1 in No. 99, 


‘The Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


Sin, Fort Willian, March 15, 1906. 
WE have the lioour to acknowledge the tecvipt of Mr. Brovirick's. Secret 
4 patohies dated respectively the 12th May and 22nd September, 1905, in which our 
views are invited regarding proposals for improving th of the Bunder Abbas— 
‘Kerman trade 10 : fo et 
2, Of the various proposals which have been made in connection with this 
Question, tivo appear worthy of sorious cousideration— 


(a) the projected inerease in the munber of Cosular officers in the neighbour 
Hood 5 


: 73 
(+) The establishment of road-guards, and the increase of the Kerman Consular 
guard from 6 to 21 sowars. 


3. In connection with the first scheme, we observe that His Majesty’s Minister at 
‘Zehran considers tha’ the Persian Government: might agree fo the appointment of 
Consular Agents at Sirjan and Rafsinjan, and that he entertains no’ doubt. that a 
Consular Agent would be recounized by the Persian Goverment at Bampun, if the 
Government of Tndia would withdraw flieir objection to the residence ofa Persian 
Consular officer at Quetta, We are of opinion that the appointment of Conaulay 
officers at these places would be beneficial to the interests of British trade, and would 
fully justify the comparatively small expenditure likely fo be involved. We consider 
that the officers may be ordinary Indian’ Consular Agents, Indian Hospital Assistants 
without Consular status, or Indian Hospital Assistants with the rank of Consular 
Agent, but preferably the last, and we should he prepared to pny a moiety of the 
emoluments and of the cost of their establishinent, A statement is attached which 
shows that the estimated cost of the appointment of these Consular Agents would be 
1,200 mipecs initial, and 12,464 rupecs annually recurring. We do. not, however, 
think it advisable that the proposal to appoint a represontative at Bampur shoul! be 
pressed if the Persian Government should make our acceptance of & Persian Constl te 
Quetta 2 condition of their consent, as the objecti I an appointment already 
Getailed in Sccret-Lxternal despatch date nd May, 1902, seem to possoss 
ulditional foree in the light of the experienes of the past three years, In cade it he 
finally decided that it is not advisable to press for as many as time fresh Consulay 
posts; we may mention that, ion, the seal ‘of ij 
circumstances: is us follows:' Ran 
present there is no 


Kerman= jor Sykes to be the key of 
the main pl with the outer world, 
We conew Major Sykes’ letter to Sir A. Hardingy 
1905, that steps should be taken fo open a tolograph oflice at 
njan, and that Sirjan should be connected with that place by a branch tele 
It may however, be advisable to defer moving in tho latter pn 
installed at Sirjan, 
+ With reference to Mr. Broilvick’s despatch of the 22nd September, 1905, we 
if pressed hy Captain Haworth as to the need for special 
sures for the protection of the trade routes Intuvon Hades Arhan and Kerman, 
aud we concur in the terms of the note addressed by Sir Arthur Hanlingo to the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh on the 2ud \ugust, 1905, ‘We see no sulliciont reason, however, 
for making a spontaneous offer of n subsidy to assist the Shih in thus pertor 
duties whieh it is obviously incumbent upon the Persian Government themselves {9 
discharge. | We also think there would be advantage in the cvutious and experimental 
aloption of the suggestion advanced by Captain Haworth, that small detuelanonte tree 
his escort should travel periodically: botween Bunder Abbas and Kernan, atl that 
traders should he afforded ie opportunity of disputeling th 
convoy thus afforded. For this purpose we should be 
temporary increase in the number of Indian, troo part of Persia, 
A statemént is attached, w vs thi ng the Korman 
Consular escort from 6 to 2t s initial, and 15,774 rupeos 
th’s proposils were formulated, 
Consulate at Bunder Abbas. ‘This 
tion with the Kerman escort, aud a part of 
icht be attache to the Viec-Consul 
nietioned in your telegram of the 
ian Government. object to stich au arrangement, 
we reininded that the measure iad been sivcessituted by the insecurity 
ich we have so rv mid it might be explained 
tliat we hoped that the infor a aulopted might avert the 
need for measures of a more farreaching er, suclias were recently loreshado 
in the ins Fs Lord Lansdowne to Mx Grant Dui’ in connection 
the auarchy which now prevails in Fars, 


5. ‘te total value of the trade of the port of Buider Abbas for the last three 
U 








re 

‘ears has, as shown in the margin,® averaged nearly half-a-million sterling, of which 

derable proportion has been with the United Kingdom ; an though it would 

ficult to form a just estimate of the increase likely to result from the proposed 
measires, we are convinced that the trade cannot expand to anything approaching its 
full possibilities until a reasonable measure of safety has been secured on the route, 
‘The general insecurity prevailing on the trade routes in Southern Persia is apparent 
from the instructions issued to Mr. Grant Duff, as stated in the telegram to his 
Excelleney the Viceroy, dated the 80th November, 1905. We would also invite a 
reference to the despatches, cited on the margin, from His Majesty’s Legation at 
Mehran bearing on this question. We desire in this connection to invite attention to 
the recommendations made by Mr. Gleadowe-Neweomen, President of the Commercial 
Mission to Persia, on pp. 19-27 of his Report, which was communicated to 
Mr. Brorick in our despatch Scorct-Esterna! of the 7th December, 1905, ‘The 
adoption by His Majesty's Government of the present. proposals will be all the more 
necessary. should they decide eventually to proceed with the larger scheme of 
developing communication from the coast to the Central Persia Plateau vid Minab and. 
Rogan, whieh is strongly recommended by the Commercial Mission, and in regard to 
Which his Excellency the Viceroy addressed Mr. Brodrick in his telegram of the 
19th August, 1905, 

6, Tho total expenditure involved in the foregoing proposals, ax shown in the 
‘tached statement, amounts to 184 rupees initial, and 20,235 ‘rupees recurring, 
exclusive of a small provision for the clothing of the additional’ sowars. A moiety of 
those charges should, we consider, be met by the Imperial Exchequer, in accordance 

igulating the division of charges for the maintenance of 
‘The modification of this principle, which was accepted by 
us in the Vieoroy’s tolegran of the 12th December, 1905, and which provided that 
His Majesty’s Government and the Government of Tndia ‘should, in future, be held 
responsible Tor any increase due to their own initiative in the cost of thei respective 
Consulates, is, we take it, only a goneral rule. whic ‘applies to existing Consulates, and 
which may he departed from for good cause in particular eases, Lt appears to us that 
Us je agli otio, since British. trade intordata. aro very largely concorned. We 
would therefore ish it to he understood that our recommendations, as stated in the 
hove paragraphs, are subject to the condition that a moiety of the expenditure will 
bo met hy the Imperi aque 
We havo, & 


(Signed) MAD 
KITCHENER, 
A. 'T, ARUNDEL. 
DENZIL IBBETSON. 
Hi. ERLE RICHARDS. 
P. HEWETT, 
q BAKER. 
©, H. SCOT. 


* Motal yaluo of tho trade vf Hunider Abbag:— 





ame | : 
399,201 517,808 
1221163 


Imports ‘ | 

Bxports 

Direct tendo with the United Kingdon —) 
Tiaports ye 
Bsporw 





and inelosury, 


15 


Inclosure 2 in No. 99, 
Estimated Cost of Establishing a Consular Agency in South-East Persia. 


Reoomuxe, 


ae 


874 per monsom, oF 
4,188 per annum,* 


Cost nf three agencies t ‘ a MOEN in 


Estimated Recurring Cost of adding 18 Somurs to the Kerman Bscort. 


1 dafadar at 42 rupees por mensom Rupoos, 

2 Hu lafadara a 97 rupees per mensem F581 rupees pur niensom, or ., 72 por euns, 
15 eawars at 31 rupees per mensem 

Rations for abo 

Fool and keep of horses 

A syces at 9 mpeos each, 36'rupues por mom 


Recurring total 


Duman Cianor, 
Provision of horses, saddlery, atid line gear for above. 





(14995) No, 100, 
India Office to Foreign Office—( Received Muy 8.) 


Sir, India Office, May 2, 1906, 

WITH reference to Mx, Grant Duffs tologram No, 116 of thesict April, regarding 
{he tristan road, T am directed by Mr. Sccrotary Morley to inclose, for Sit. 2. Groy's 
consideration, a copy of a telegram from the Government of India on the subject, 

Subject to Sir E. Grey's opinion, Mr. Morley is not disposed to move in. the 
matter at the present time. 

Lam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLY, 


ee 
Tuclosure in No, 100, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


GE Seinen April we addressed foll 1 Truett 
N the 20th April we addressed following tolegrum to Grant Duff, and repent 
it to the Resident in the Persian Gulf;— pad ae nh 


“Your telegram, dated the 21st March: ‘Trade route in Luristan, With 
reference to letter from Major Cox, dated the 18th March, perliaps Viee-Consul, Ahwaz, 
might be able to pay visit to Vali of Pushti-Koh and find out something about nature 
of country and attitude and position of Vali; but. we doubt whethor present is vary. 


* Exclusive of a small charge for clothing, which has uot yet buen ealeuated, 





76 


suitable time for taking up matter seriously. If you would let us have your views 
Wo should be glad.” 
Reply to above is telegram from His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran, No. 171, dated 
the 21st April, which was repeated to the Forcign Office. Should whole question be 
over for the present, or do you desire that action as suggested should be taken by 
Vice-Consul, Ahwaz? 





(16107) No. 101. 
India. Office to Foreign Office—(Recered May 4.) 


‘THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Alfairs, and, hy direction of Mr. Secretary. Morley, 
forwauls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, a paraphrase of ¢ 
fclegram to the Vieeroy, dated the Ist May, relative to the offence committed by a 
Porsinn subject at Balirein and the question of jurisdi 


India Office, May 3, 1906. 
————————— 
Tnelosure in No, 101, 
My, Morley to Government of India. 
(Tolegraphic.) India Office, May 1, 1906, 
BAUREIN. Your telegram dated the Gth ultimo, Can you, with a view to 


dovising sone inore convenient manner of settling ense, obtain further particulars, and 
especially of the present whereabouts of the person implicated ? At present moment 


taising with Porsin of question of jurisdiction is very undesirable, 





{15189} No. 102, 
Inilin Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 4) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents iis compliments to the Under- 
Sceretiry of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by dievction of Mx. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 

igram from the Vieoroy, dated the 8rd May, relative to the plague ih Serstan, 


Indiv Office, May 4, 1906, 
a 
Inctosure in No, 102, 


Government of Inilia to Mr. Morley. 
(oteraphien) P. May 3, 1906. 
1 REPEAT, for your information, following telegrams from Macpherson, dated 
respectively the 25th and 26th ultimo, regarding plague in Seistan >— 


1,“ Arrival at Birjand of Russian doctor, with a few Turkoman sowars and four 
Russian Cossacks, is announced,” 


2 EWith reference to extract 19 of Part TIE of Seistan plague series, no 
instmuctions us to disp ompounder and extra hospital assistants have yet been 

‘ived by me, 

“Biter commissioned mediea! officer, or, at any rate. picked military assistant 
Surgeons should be sent to Birjand, where at present we have no doctor, if competition 

1 Russians on equal terms is intende, ‘Mere remains third alternative of asking 
Poslan Government that our right to equal partiejpation in quarantine arrangements 
may He formally recognized, at the same time giving status of Vice-Consul, with an 


Poort equal to that of Russian doctor, to Howson, and sending hospital assistant to 
Pirjand. Ivis desirable that » decision regarding this question of medical arrange: 
ments at Birjand should be arrived at.” 


As regards sending British doctor to Bixjand, His Majesty’s Changé d’Affaires at 
Tehran is being consulted by us 





(15282) No. 103. 


Consul-General Sir W. Ward to Sir Eetioard Grey.—(Received May 5.) 


Hamburg, May 2, 190%, 

#6 to Sir Eldon Gorst’s despnich No, 2 of the 27th ultini, conveying 

to furnish my observations as to the truth of the report. whic 

ies” of tho 23rd ultimo, to the effect that the Hambura-Ameriean 

Tine had! announced thot it will shortly inamgurate a new steamship service, trem 

Hainbarg and other Buropean ports, to ports in the Persian Cult, have the honour to 
state as follows :. 

It is true that the merican Steamship Company contemplate establishing 
a monthly steamer service from Hamburg vid Antwerp oF Rotterdiim and Moditermmuens 
Ports aud vid Port Said to the Persian Gulf, which is to commence running ahont 
Rest September, and Tam informed that the Company. bas for this purpose. alroudy 
‘appointed an Agent at Bushire. 

The Direetors of the Hamburg-American Steamship Company consider that they 

i f bo able to obtain sufliciont freight for this new. steatn 

On the otlier hand, howove 
this project of the Hanbury 
lized, for the intended: sory 
petition, riot alone on the part of 
Line, but also on the part of the Gorman Hansa 
ready call ou their homeward voyages from. Bombay 
Persian Gulf ports, 

T may, perhaps, with reference to this subject, take the y of tranmitting 
inclosed herewith, for your information, a translation of an an appeared on 
the Sth ultimo in the leading Hamburg newspaper, “ Uambneaer Nachvigigene” aed 
J hich professes 10 be a etter sent to this papor by ite. Constantinople eorrespndent, 
Tam, of course, not able to give any opinion as to whether the statements mad tn alts 
letter may he correct oF not. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) WILLIAM WARD, 


— es 
Tnelosure in No, 108, 
Extract from the “ Hamburger Nachrichten of Apsil 28, 1900, 


(Translation,) “Constantinople, April 24, 1900. 
aE news that the Hamburg-American Steamship Company had decided to 
inaugurate a steamer service to the Persian Gulf hits caused constdornble moasiness ty 
the British Embassy at Constantinople. Great Britain regards tho Persian Gulf he hte 
Gun particular sphere of interest, and she will no doubt look upon this project of a 
Gemuan Steamship Company, especially in eonneetion with the Bagdad Rallies, ae a 
unwarrantable infringement upon this sphere, 
“As to whether such a line will be financially profitable, T am not able. to form 
any opinion, It is, liowever, a fact that for some years alfeady the wish ling Ieee 
ol Dy the German Consulates at Bagdad and Bnshise that German Steamship 
Ceawenies should extend their steamer lines to the principal ports of the Persian Gull, 
that 4.28 for‘as Bussorab, which, no doubt, oue day will form the terminal 
int of the Bagdad Rai : 
“Against this However, asserted in othior quarters. that the condition of 
Sih foteta, as well as in the Euphrates and Tigris Valleys, is nob of @ charetor 
G17 
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{pander the establishment of a German Steamship Line in the Persian Gulf (15446) Rect 
‘However this may be, a steamship line between Hamburg and Bussorab. will Sono : . 
contribute towards rae lly accustoming the British to the idea that they are not the (No. 288) Sir-N. O'Conor to Sir Edioard Grey.—(Received May 7.) 
exclusive mnastors of the Persian Gulf Se onal IRON e eA La aOR 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 260 of the 17th instant,-T have the Lorne: tn 
report that the Russian Ambassador called on me by ‘ppointment to-dny and read tom 
No. 104, Sprrespondence which he had received from Count Henckendorif and Coont Lamelorit 
(16879) fo. 1, the subject of the Tureo-Persian boi dary question, ql ‘ 
aes 6 5 eS - The Russian Ambassador in London il that he bad heard from you that you 
ie Mr lis Grant Duji to Sir Kdwurd Grey. — (Received May 5.) had advised the Pe v i Jed into hostilities, but ‘that, though 
‘a 128.) : Tobe caren NOE ‘assova to be wholly unjustifiabl 
Telographioy pe i ren Soy Dy AY 'e mediating Powers could adopt. His Majesty's 
FOLLOWING addressed to Indi be ready to give their most careful consideration to any 


Goveroment might make to. bring presstire to hear on thy 
overninent hus Deen asked to furnish Captain, Watson, whom you th a view to the withdrawal of the troops, 


proposs to scnd to Birjand from Turhat-i-Haidari, with quarantine powers equal’ to (Nhe second document was a telegram from Count Lawsdorit instructing 
thos of the Russian doctor.” M. Zinoviev to discuss the situation with me and to report any eonelusicns. ne might: 
arrive at, 

We had a long conversation, but, though we fuiled to reach any definite result as to 
Any mansures that could be taken, it was clear to me that the Russian Government de 
(15400) No. 105, the ey tliat they axe in position to employ the persuasive foree of a military more cg 

ae the frontier, M. Zinoviev mooted the possibility of our calling on the Turkish Govern. 
Mr. Grant Duff ta Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 5.) ment to submit the question to our joint arbitration, to. whieh T replied that T saw 
(No. 120) e ghicetions to such a course, unless we were prepared’ insist on the propted being 
(Pelogtuphic) P. - ‘Tehran, May 5, 1906. accepted. Simply to make the proposal, which, in ex ing circumstances, T felt. sure 
UISTAN dint 3 Telegram of the Ath instant from His Majesty's Consul would be and then do nothing, would’ lower the eredit, and power of both 
to Government of India, ‘ x Powers, 

sno sign hore that any steps will be taken to arrest the ringleaders in the Xsaid that, although it could not be denied that the information we had of the 
its of the 27th March, Levanto (oops all pointed lugically to aggressive intentions on the part of Turkey, 
i # to the Persian Government, and demanded { could, nevertheless, not help thinking that the Ottoman jovernment would not carry. 
teas {ings {0 that extreme, as I felt that our joint intervention and the interference of te 
aul threat to Persian Government that if satisfaction is not given and German Ambassador, whatever might be the motives that prompted it, could not fail to. 
ion paid within a reasonable time we shall bring in troops to Nasratabad. have considerable effect in favour of Persia, We could, however, go a little further than 
We hd yet done, without making: definite proposal of arbitration auch na he heat spoken 

oF eV ht Af we saw fit, give the Turkish Governmont to understand! thet ttoeeey 
Wate pushed to extromes. ve could aio romain indifarent spectators, and if. there 
(15005) » 106, policy resulted in a conflagration, not only in the districts immediately in dispute, hut 
io troughout Southern Persia and the Porsian Gulf rogions, Vurkey youll oly hon 
Sir Bitward Grey to Mrs Grant Duff. herself to thank if she drifted into grave danger. Such a conflagration ence soy alight 
(N if pote, might move in any direction, aud if it returned on its authors they would nd tre ree 

whic.) P. Foreign Offce, May 5, 1908, very different from what they had expected, 

NOU should make i proposal to the Persian Government w regard to Henjam, T concluded by saying that, at any rate, 1 should ike to think out the question 
that the aun shoul bo accurately surveyed in ordor that a sottlomont of the question are carfily, an pronived M, Zinoviev Ua 1 would discws it agers van Ganon 
way be facilitated, few days, 

HOTRIAR Uist le voensant neat etre Rees will be sent to the Governe iA inves 
ment ot India to send to Henjatu an official properly qualified to survey. (Signed) N. R, O'CONOR, 
Abovo is with roloronce to your telegram No. 113. 

















(15450) No. 109, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 7.) 


(16401) No. 107. 


Mr Bi, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 6,) (No. 294.) 


No. 1301) Sir, Constantinople, May 1, 1906, 
{ileserh op, Tebran, May 6, 1005. T HAVE the honour to report that, since I wrote my despatch No~288 of tho 


p 
PERSO-TURKISH froutier dispute. jut ultimo, the Tureo-Persinn frontier lias entered on a now phase, and one wich ¢ 
Persian Goverumont have apps ly uiescedl in the non-withdrawal of the hope may paye the way to a friendly solution, 


Turki ‘oops, aud ane sending a Commission to the Turkis ior undo ‘The Persian Ambassador has been constantly pressing the Porte to send him a 
Pee ide atl eal Coin oe Tati Genter wader a sly af some into is noes of the 1th Mash (ents ates inne 
No. 188 of the 20th March), as he felt that the failure to do so was tantamount to an. 


insult considering the language of the Turkish communication, to whieh they were an 
answer, 


On the 26th ultimo he renewed his representations to the Grand Vizier, and urged 
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it one of two alternative proposals, in both of which the question of the 
tracuution of Passova would be tacitly dropped. ‘The first was to thecffect that the 
Porte should agree to refer the whole question to the arbitration of the tro 
mediating Powers, and the second that a joint Turco-Persian Commission should moet, 
id that, in the event of their being unable to come to an Agreement, the Porte 
should accept the Anglo-Russian Protocol of 1865, evening the Persian 
proposals and representations were y Feri 
‘1m audience of some hours, was i 
Ambassador to send his Dragoman to. dis . i et Pasha, the 
Imperial Second Secretary, Prince and, at the interview 
which took place next day, Tzze 
could only he settled if the P 
the question with the ‘Turkish 
Inquiring whether, in that case, 
plied that this was absolutel 
ected by the Sultan's own onlers, and. that 
Justitiable ov not, the troops could not be withdran 

Matters seomed thus to boat a deadlock, but ie Persian Ambassador 
royal to the charge, insisting with the Grand Vizier on his right to reecive a reply 
to his notes, and hinting that a refusal on the part of the Porte to do would ha into, 

K off negotiations, and that the rela 
uid be subjected to a serious, and ous, strain, 
compromise on tlie lines suggested by the Ambassadin 
Porte was to address u reply to the Persian Embassy, ruquest 
should send a Conimission to meet the Turkish: Commission 
he Ambassador engaged to transmit the note to his 
ment, on the wniderstanding that it would not repeat the offensive statement of 
v urkish note of the 18th Mouharrem (1ith March) that not P: ¥, hut also 
oth 's even further eat Ottoman territor ‘illusion was to be made 
{0 the question of the ev but the Persian Ambassador urged that 
iL would ho well t rut ‘Tehran should be instructed to make 
simnilir communication direct to the Persian Government, 

(Lio Turkish note reached the Ambassador in due course, and this morning he 
calla on me, as also on uy Rus With whom i had some further cons 
verstition on the question last 1 informed ws of what had passed, We both 
expresel to his itighness oi op jan Government should not reject 
the urkish request for the t ission, as the language of 
the note in whieh it was com 1 have the lionour 
to transmits expy of the note Been good enough to 
senil mie, 

that he had reason to 

Turkish Commissioner, 

Irawnt up by the Anglo: 

nment ). Valjid 

lay outside the debatable zone, and. his 
would be possible 

and that the question 


&e, 
N. R. O'CONOR. 


Tnelosttre in No, 109, 


Note conimunicuted to Persian Embassy by Sublime Porte, 
(Hraduetion,) 
‘HAT Uhonneur diceuser reception A votre Altesse de la ote.en date du 27 Sepher, 
4 inelis dune pidee dnanant du Ministore des Affaires Etrangéres de Tehran’ 
concernant les Vieux contestés, 9 
A co sujet le point de vue du Gouvernement Tiupérial a été exprimé & plusieurs 
reprises au Gouvernement Lupérial de Teheran, 
of de U'Istamn qu relic sos deux Gouyernements et le Lom voisinage ex: 
que cette question soit tranche dune fagon confornie aux intérdts et aux droite des 


SI 


deux parties, et par suite des ordres eatégoriqes donnés i son Exeellenes Vadjia 
Zacks, Chef de la Commission il n'existe plus aucun motif pour que estes atkins eee 
eu souffrance, 
Alltesse, ot vos hautes connaissances des affaires, 
ue cette affaire ait une prompte solution, 


de Téhéran est avisée; j 


Le 30 Avril, 1906, 





[15460] No. 10, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey —(Received May 7.) 


(No. 302.) (? 303.) 
8 


Constantinople, May 2, 1906, 
AVITH reference tol my despateh No, 294 of the 1st instant, T have the honour 
{7 transmit herewith copy of a Report on the Tureo-Persian. frontior incident hace 
Air. \valon Shipley, His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Diatbekir, has sont ave eos Meacd 
whithr he reeently proceeded ona short leave of absence trom his jst whieh Lak 
accorded him on the grounds of ill-health, 

ithe Report is the first complete and trustworthy: information which I have 
Tevcived of the origin of the present: critical situation in the Lahidjan distviet, ant’ 
i {aloresting to trace the phases by which an ordinary txibal quarrdl, followed by the 
intervention of the neighbouring ‘Purkish authorities at the Instance of the, wales 

do, has been allowed to develop through the intrigues and ambitions of Tarot Bey, of 

Kerkuk, supported by other porsons of influence in high quarters, into an meg 
invasion of ‘places Iving yond the noutral frontion zone, euleainating ie mie 
Cecupation in force of Passova, and the concentration of a large number of Tick 
troops on the Persian fronticr, 

Mr. Shipley, writing on the 9th April, stat 
spot consisted of eighteen battalions of i 
{lise mst bo added the viel on fl 


inclosed in my despatch No. 


Ticlosure in No. 110. 


Vice-Consul Shipley to Sir N. O'Conor. 


is the result of sifting w 
toa probable whole, In 
ich was not corroborated by either the Vali or 
one of the three Generals at present in Mosul without qualifying it 
Hour Excellency must excuse mo if T go over ground already. well known to y 
‘The district on the Tureo-Persian frontier called Lalitehan (Labijan), which inelo 
(aes7) Me 
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the villages of Vezne and Passona (Passova), was, acconiing to the Turks, adjudicated 

te them about thirty years ago bya Mixed Commission sont to determine the boundary. 

dhe Turkish Government, iowever, haye never exercised any real authority over the 

tribes which either inlabited it at the time or which have since been attracted to it by 
fertility and the ovident advantages of living on neutral territory. 

AN these tribes are. Sunni, and T haye little doubt that were they forced to choose 
between the two Governments they would opt for the Ottoman; but hitherto ther 
have refused to acknowledge either definitely g Persian nationality. when the 
‘Turks, and Ottoman when the Persians, claimed the payment of taxe 

(Thus, they lived happily and incretsed greatly, til, according to Major Said. Bey, 
member of a Commission of which T shall speak presently, thoy can now numba: 
15,00) rifles, ‘The principal tribes are the Mangarur and Mamash. ‘The formor hag 
its head quarters at Vezne, and had, till a short time ago, Papir Agha for Chiet; the 
{attr’s heal-quarters areat Passova, and its Chiefs were—again till a short timo ago-= 
Muhammad Agha Mrmash) and his brother Haman, 

(1 can, in spite of inqu Sheikh of the Huhah 
(? Shihah) tribe ni 'stelegram. ‘The Shikhia live, according 
to my information, mue er north, on the Van-Urmin boundary-line, and do not 

pear to be directly concomed in this mnatter.) 

OF these Chiefs, Mulammad Agha Mamash was the most powerful, and he had 
frecieded in establishing a sort of control, neatly amounting to. an independent 
Government, over the tribes in the Lahijan plain. Tis brother Hamza, jealous of iis 
Power and angry at his own oxclusion from nny share in it, separated from him and 
appealed! to the Turkish Government against hina. 

So fi then, Wo lave nothing but’ an ordinary intertribal or fmily quarrel, with 
the usual appeal by the weaker side to the titular authorities —a very common, docure 
pence this country sand it is very likely that the matter woul have ended hy 
Hamas merely supplanting: Muhammad, with the help of a few zuptichs, If oth se 
nfllirices iad not been wt work, 

Wi Hin Tzzet Bey aatually planned and effected the rupture hetw 
the tivo brothe is hell hero—or not, this was the opportunity for wwhicl Ii 
watching, 

Tat Bey is a native of Kerkuk, an importunt town in this 
months en first ho appents on tlie seoie, Cava 

ious and porfoctly unseen 
onds, who has reopencd the fro 

Appeated to hy Hamza, Trzct Bey intervened at once, ‘ported that Mubiammad 
bad built strong fort commining a defile leading into tho Lahtchan plain, and 
(htafued permission to forma Commission to inguieo into the matter. -Aecompen 
by ve Stuf oficers ani fifty cavalry, by Hamza himself svith over 100 of his men, 

slit of the Nanghouy of ant equal number, this force of about 300 proc 
to attack Muhammad's “ fort, 

Muhammad, after seving troops ou the enemy's side, fled after firing a fewy shots, 
with some of is into the interior (Tabreez, itis said), while Tzzet Boy destroy 
the for With the troops said was merely a suumer-hous 

Papiv Agha, who hd stiyed with Muhammad Mamash, was dep 
Teoognition as lead of the Nanghour, and Bais Agha succeeded him, while Muhammad 
of the Prinn tribe took the plaes of Muhammad Mamash, cater part of 
these tribes declared for tHe urkish Government, aud T hear have agtually crossed 
inte tndiyputil Turkish tervitors. Bais Agha has received an Onder and’a salary 
of Bf month, and itis commonly rumoured that he has been appointed Katniakary 
of Vesne, 

Miter having successfully destroyed, the summer-house of the Lahtchan heights, 
Tazet Bey occupied the three villages of Vezue, Passona, and Kelhe, whence all but the 
Poorest inhabitants had fled. He further wrote highly-coloured’ reports of Persian 
‘aggression, of whieh Mubammad Agha Mamash was but a weak ya 

us of troops behind the mountains and the necessity oF immediat 

is reports wore energetically endorsed by Noury’ Pasha, then Vali of Mosul, a 
Tyetinus “monoy-eates,” snd hy the Commandersin-chief of the Vith Army Corps, 
who, Tam assured by the foal Commander, hits regretted it over sine, 

Kizet Bey bocamo taa0t Pasha, Major-General of Cavalry, commanding the troops 
in Suliewunich, and tho concentration of ‘Turkish troops in this vilayet began, "lis 
was soine five o six montlis azo. 

An TIniperial Comunission was appointed, consisting of Vajtd Pasha from Con 


83 


jfantinople and three staff officers, two from here and one from Sivas, Vajid Pasha is 
ang iglainee of Abdullah Pash, who, Tam told, is fist Aide-de-camp to His Majesty, 
atthe bv0 officers T have seen are young men about. 25, who are vidently eager 16 
distinguish themselves at any cost to the country. ‘The Vali and the tives tonioe 
here speak with undisguised bitterness and contempt of a Commission 
corresponds over the heads of men capable of expressing opinions really worl! 
having, direct with Abdullah Pasha, and which takes all the reports, which Yt soqds 
to head-quarters at the dictation of Izzet Paslia of Suliemanich, who, in comune 
with the above-mentioned Staif officers, has every interest in forcing on a enllisine 
or at least, in dragsing the matter on for an indefinite time, with as many. 

troops on the spot as he ean induce thie central Government to send. 
ihe Tmperial Commission is supported by cightoon battalions at least—eight from 
it from Brainghian, and two whieh were already in the vilayet, while ovory 

Peing made (o bring the four reserve hattalfons called out two months ago tp 
fo their full complement, 1 hear on fairly good authority that seven mora battalions 
are coming up from Bagdul, the Nigam battalions front the army corps, ans, [have 
reason to believe, in spite of official assurance to the contrary, from 700 to 800 strong, 
There are only two hatteries from the TVth Army Corps, and the whole fores fs undo 
fhe command of Dagistanli Abmed Pasha, Bither the greatest, secroey is proscribed 
here in regard to the future, or the local authorities are rally in ignorans of what the 
Cra Goverment intends todo, hey atv in either ease, both civil and military, 
at their wits’ end to Keep paco with the cally on_tlicir exchequer and thelr mon, Nh, 

confusion 1 bong them. ‘The General Commanding the IVth Army 
Corps troops has appe: vain to both the VIth and his own headquarters, ho 
forme nsiblity for troops stot Delonging: to his corps, while. the 
latter wer at all, Only the Minister of War felegenphs daily urging that 
the men shovld be sent ou at onee. ‘The rivers are in flood and the roede mers 
marshes Eighty: men were swept away and drowned while crossing the Zab w 
week ago, 

Vali, who hus already earned the ni is squeezing money. 
out of the population by e ssi ‘Fl collected, taxes 
lovied in advance, and pti from Bagdad is 
close, owing to the ying; off every beast, of bunlen. 
they m owners in the fago, for harvest time’ is nob far off, and 

1 accompany their beasts to the frontier, which spells total loss. anil no 
n. 
Vali really knows or how fhe he spoke the truth, 
Tair was plained by cortain individuals hore and ay 
ritinople for their own ends, that the present ‘concentration of troops, besides 
x un useless « doings untold harm to the country, and that he very 
uel zegretted that it was probably not in his power to stom the tide of mililany 
aggressiveness which he feared was likely to carry the Palace with it 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) AVALON SHIPLEY, 


P.S.—Acconting to my lntest information. 


Hi flat Nahin is uopliew, not rotor, of Mulinaamad Agha Mamash; and he, 
not Muhammad Agha Piran, is liead of the Mamash, 
‘The Shikha are divided into two, one part inhabit 
and Saplah, the other country between Urmia and Van, 
3. OF the four reserve bittalions, three have gone to tho frontier, and one stays at 
FKerkatk, while one Tine battalion remains here, 9o that the total nuusber of troops on 
tho frontier is seventeen Nizam and three Redif battalions, 


ig country between ‘Tabrece 


AS, 





(15840) No. 111, 
Question asked in the House of Commons, May 7, 1906, 


Mr, Hart-Davies;—To ask the Secretary of State for Forvign Alfaits whether hie ig 
aware that difficulties haye arisen with regard to tho establishment of a fag 
station at Bunder Abbas; and what steps it is proposed to take to soltie the 
matter and secure the linking-up of Bunder Abbas by eable, 





st 
Answer, 


From the latest information at our disposal it appears that His 
Majesty's Resident at Bushire is hopeful of obtaining a satisfactory setloment, 





[15691] No. 112. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office (Received May 8,) 


THLE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unier- 
Scorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of ‘Mi Secretary Morley, 


forwards lierewith, for the information of the’ Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viecroy, dated the 30th April, relative to Urumia alfairs, 


Inia Office, May 7, 1906, 
ee 


Tnolosure in No. 112, 


Mr. Morley (o Government of India, 


(Lelexraphic.) —P, Indin Office, April 80, 1906. 

Peete iia elogram dated the 25th April, trom His ALajosty’s 
Glare dC AMfuives at Tolan, Tnstructions to act as suggested’ have heen eonvered to 
Grant Dull’ and O'Conor, 





(15861) No, 118. 


4 Grant Duff to Sir Eidiurd Grey—(Received May 9.) 


(Velegraphies) P. 
SUSPECTED Gorman to; 
Vann informed byw visually Joan of 25,000,000 inarks 

is ahout to. be mad ider cover of Belyian financiers, to. the Persian 

Co ; are stated to he the conditions, and. thore are perhaps 


Tehran, May 9, 1906. 


ry 

ruiaustiah to Khaniki 

in Tehran under Gorman management, 

M. Nani is said! to have nege reoniont ut Constantinople. Further 

is beings made hero and hire and Kermanshal 

Minister, who arrives:in the antaran, 

with the Bagdad ay scheme while at Constant 
‘The present or leaves: ina week, and, wv truth in the 
umoured Agrocment, will probably endeavour to’ get the matter settled before hh 

doparture. 

seo, from the Times,” that the Hambiirg-America Line intends to rum steamers 
tothe Persian Gulf, and the Germans have also appointed a Military Attaché to Tekno 





(14995) No, 114, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 9, 1906. 

FoF th dieted by Secretary. Sir, Grey to acknowletge the receipt of your 
iter of the 2ud instant regarding the Luistani Rond, and to state that heoneus oe 
Aix Scerctary Mosley’s opinion that it would he better not to move in the mutiny oa 
the present tin, 

Tam, 
(Signed) GORST. 





85 
(16020) No. 115. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Kiward Grey—(Received May 10.) 
(No. 132.) 
(Pelegraphie.) P. Tehran, May 10, 1906, 
PERSO-TURKISH frontier dispute, 
Tam informed by His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreoz that reinforcomenta 
have arrivedl for the Turkish troops near Urmi. Last week somo ‘Turkish soli 
Visited the latter town and heat a Persian subject, 





(16097) No, 116. 


Consul-General Sir W. Ward to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 

2) 
Sir, Hanburg, May 9, 1906, 

MV AUIT further reference to Sir Eldon Gorst’s despatch No. 2 of tho 37th ultimo, 
fn to my reply No. of the 2nd instant, have now the honour to report to. yon 
Hunt the Hambueg-American Steamship Co, yestonlay published « formal nobles 
Stating that it intends inaugurating from and’ after the dst August, next. rogulag 
monthly service of steamers betweot Hamburg and ports of the Persian Gulf, and that 
theso steamers, after leaving Hamburg, will eal at Anbworp and Marseille, aml will 
fake cargo for Aden, Jibuti, Masrah,’Dender Abbas, Singah, Bahvom, Bushire, and 
Bussoral 

It is evidently expected by the Directors of tho Tamburg-Amoriean Steam: 
Ship (Po. hat this servies will contribute towards opening up a trade between Germany 
sag agvotamia s and that gradual impulse will ho given thereby to the export 
tea from Germany to that part of tho world of cotton goods, iron mamutactntes, and 
miscellaneous other articles of German industry, and, on the other han, also te the 
inport trade to Germany of the prominent products of the Euphrates Valley, such as 
Wool, sesame seed, indiasrubber, &c, 

Thaye, &e, 


(Signed) WILLIAM WARD, 





(16301) No. 117. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice, 


Foreign Office, May 11, 190 
endorff, in conversation to-day, that, sitco t 
ly message from Count Latnstorit somo w i 
ight be made by us for a definite agreoment on i interest, Lhad 
the idea of our inaking any such proposals, owing to the cliange in. progress 
sian Goverument, and the latter's natural preoccupation with intorndl ath 
day oF two report hind reached mie. that, Persia was negotiating, 
W for a loan, T had originally told Count Bouckeudlorft that, as regards 
and other subjects of that kind, we would for tho present do our utimeat to 
breverve the statue guo in order to Keop the door open for a subsequent arrangomone 
With Russia, | But if the statue quo was to bo disturbed! in the intorval by thi rersoue, 
it would make a futuro arrangement more and more dilficult, and t had. theroheg 
thought it right to tell Count: Benckendorff of the report. which T'had heard, 
T said it was for the Ru uiment to consider whit steps thoy thought it in 
interest 10 take. I tel that it was wasting money to lend it to the present 
jovermnent. But T did think it very desirablo to preserve tho status quo, 
< Joint Joan by Russia and Great Britain might bo worth considering os. 
temporary expedient, simply to preserve things as thoy wore till wo could settle the 
pole question ; though I thought Russia, by conditions sho had. already made with 
Persia, might have grounds.on which to object by herseif to the Persian Covernmeaty 
contracting a loan, 
Count Benckendorff asked ino whether tho information with regard to a German 
Joan cam from a souree which made me believe i, and how it was being arranged 
1 au ie report had reached me in the barest possible form, “A lion was 
1647. “ 
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named as the a But I was not sure even as to the amount, nor did T 
know through what channels it was being arranged, nor was T certain of the conditions 
Which night be attached to it, did, however, think that the report which had 
reached me might not he without foundation, but the Russian Gorerament no doubt 
had means as good as ours for niaking their own inquirie 

‘Phere was anol jt was necessary for me to menti 

‘Phe Bagdad Railway had not recently been brought before us officially in any way, 
Dut T gathered that it was likely to be revived, Questions were being asked me in the 
House of Commons, and from other indications T expected that we might soon have to 
an answer as to whethor we were propared to participate. We were not prepared 
to participate in it unless France also did so, and we did not wish to go into it unless 
Russia as well would take part. ‘The Bagdad Railway, if completed, would form an 
important commercial outlet. I knew very well the interest uch an outlet had 
jovernment, and T real if this outlet was to be 
mide on the Persian Gulf it. was something in whieh they would naturally feel they 
ought to have some share, Tt was for them to consider, therefore, whether it would 
not he better, instead of 1s to block the project of te railway, which might be 
destined to be mado nevertholess, that they should. make up their minds as to the 
conditions and methods by which Russian inter it be Drought into the scheme, 
AILT had to say was that we woul consider very favourably any suggestions of this 
Kind which the Ry mment might-have to make, 

1 tolil Count Benckeudorif I did not wish this to be regarded as an official commu 
ation, hecause at present we were net b kod for any decision ; but I foresaw 
that we might lave to come to a decision hofore yer anid, as this too wonld he an 
altoration in the statue quo in a part of the world ich wwe wero both interested, L 
twits anisious to take no step on our part without letting the Russian Government know, 
an it as very desirable that they should come to jon as to what their own 
intorest: and policy in the matter should be. APES 
Connt Benekendorit told mo that M. Cambon had already had conversations with 
and M, Nolidoff on this subjec Ws 
I said T had! spoken to M. Cambon some time ago, but my reason for mentioning 
it now was that the questions which were being asked me in Parliament made mo 
think that the tine when we tight have to. come to a decision was nearer than T had 
tought, and it was desirable that the Russian Government should also be prepared 

ann, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY, 
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(16234) No, 118, 


Phe Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Office —(Received 
May 12.) 


8, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, May 11, 1906. 

1 AM ditceted by my Board to bring to your notice the following situation upon 
the River Karun :— 

Tt will be well Known to you that for some years past we have been doing our 
utmost to come to some agreement with a Persian ‘called the Mouin-el-Tejar, who, we 
believe, holds. concession in connection with, the navigation of the Upper Karun River, 
‘Pho Persian Govermment, however, have porsistently refused, according to the Mouin, to 
allow him to come to any terms with us; and he has nov purchased a steamer to ply on 
the Lower Karun, which is reported by our agents to be arriving in sections at 
Moliammorah: It is also his intention to put a steamer upon the Upper Karun to run 
in connection with this vessel and in opposition to the steamer “Shushan,” the property 
of the Persian Government, which we run for that Government, and on which a 
considerable debt has collected which the Persian Government have not yet deftayed, 

\s the cargo available on the Karun is not yet sufficient at present rates of freight 
to! make a single steamer pay, it is probable that the Mouin must either be relying 
upon financial assistance from his own or from a foreign Government, or on’ the 
undivided support of the local authorities aud their ability to Keep eargo away from the 
British steamers; possibly he relies upon the combination of both these factors. 

‘The most powerful of these local authorities is the Arab Sheikh of Mohammerah, 





























and the Persian Government have probally approached this potentate and endeavoured 
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to enlist his services in the interests of the Mouin, His man of affairs, the Rais:ol- 
‘Tejar, has been asked by the Mouin to act as his agent. As the Rais has hitherto been 
assisting our operations, the request has placed him in an awkward position. Should he 
refuse to act as agent for the Mouin, another agent will be appointed, who will inform 
the Persian Government of the assistance rendered to us by the Rais, and therefore by 
the Sheikh; and the Persian Government will then come down upon the Sheikh, O% 
the other hand, should he act as agent for the Mouin and. do all he ean in his interests, 
he forfeits the remuneration which he is at present receiving from us, and the Sheikh, 
his master, risks alienating British good-will, 

Under these circumstances, the Sheikh and the Rais would prefer to keep in with 
both parties to act as agent for the Mouin and at the same time to assist us, of profess 
to assist us, To this proposition we searcely sce that we can assent, and the question 
then resolves itself into whether the Sheikh should consider it more politie for him to 
stand in with us or with the Persians, 

If it be the Persian Government only, and not any forcign Government, that is 
behind the Monin, then there can be little doubt that if the Sheikh were to remain 
neutral and refuse to allow his man of affairs to act as agent for the Mouin or to assist 
us, the Mouin would very soon get tired of his enterprise, We submit that His 
Majesty's Consul on the spot should be instructed to urge upon the Sheikh the necessity 
of maintaining this neutral attitude, and not allowing his agent. or anybody else 
connected with him either to act as agent for the Mouin or to give any assistance to 
the Persians which is not extended at the same time tous, His Majesty's Government 
probably recognize that in the present: state of Persian affairs, relations of confidence 
between themselves and such semi-independent authorities asthe Sheikh of Moham= 
merah are most desirable; and such relations ought to be the more easily maintained in 
that the Arab chiefs are not desirous of extending Persian influence within the regions 
subjected to their tribal sway, We have instructed ouragent at Ahwaz to communicate 
in this matter with His Majesty's Consul at Mohammerah after the latter shall have 
received instructions from His Majesty's Government, 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) FRANK BOPTOMLEY, Secretary, 





























(16276) No. 119. 
India Office to Foreign Office. 











(Received May 12.) 


‘The Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction ot Mr, Soerotary Morley, forwards 
horewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, a paraphrase of a telegram from. 
tho Viceroy, dated the 11th May, relative to the plague in Seistan, 


India Office, May 12, 1906, 











Inclosure in No, 119, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Telegraphic.) PB. May 11, 1906, 

WE repeat, for yourinformation, the following telegrams, dated the 4th instant, 
from Captain Macpherson regarding plague in Seistan:— 








1. “Quarantine arrangements between Bandar and Turbat-i-Haidari will, it is 








being given out by Captain Tyas, who has recently arrived at Birjand, be in the hands of 
that officer.” 
2. “T have to report the recent occurrence of the three following incidents : 


Firstly, solely with the intention of exciting the populace against us, a sowar of the 
escort was falsely accused on the 22nd April of bringing a woman into the Consulate, 
Although beaten to extort an admission, the woman declined to confess, Secondly, on 
their way to cut Khasil, our muleteers, who were following a thoroughfare that is well 
recognized and were not trespassing, were treated with abuse and threatened that they 
Would be dealt with in the same way as our hospital if they came that way again, 
This took place on the 27th April, Lastly, wanton assault was yesterday committed 
‘upon tliree traders and their servant, a Persian subject. Fifty tomans, tho property of 
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the traders, who were collecting debts at Banjar, was stolen from the servant, who also 
sive iting. f 
Tee a of thn ‘above-mentioned cases hare boon, made to the Deputy ores 
itis i y action will be taken by him, Further delay 
put it is improbable that any action will be taken | Further delay in exacting 
is ingl yhe original disturbance is muel precated, 
the punishment of the ringleaders of ¢] { is muh to be depressed, 
ition i ilfating, and our prestige has suffered greatly. 
Se ee ea pea ly to. continue but to become more 
c described above are certain not only to. continue ‘become 
Haan Shu aed'of« graver character so long as the ringleaders remain unpunished. 


is Majesty's Chargé @’Aftaires at 
refor (0 telegram dated Oth May, from His Majesty's Chargé d . 
Aire ne Cn eet aan second of the above telegrams. His 
sugesstion hs or strong suport, unless iti pssble to due the Russian Government 
to refrain from interference in the quarantine arrangem: 0 i 
aera aon: With, respect to, quarantine powers for English tread oie. for 
Dj, reereno is vite Mr- Grant Dus telegram of the 9th May. Insrustons 
i a 8 e ir ig. gil . A 
to proceed as soon as possible to Bixjand are being. given to Caplain Watson. As 
r : son should be given local Vico 
Grant Duff has proposed, we sugest that Wal i he given Toe Viee-Coneular 
i it is reporte eshed that recognition as Consul is to be ace 
rank, Seong, hab itis rertel from Mesbod that reeognition as Consuls to beaczorded 
Mignment of Russian troops along frontier between Saral i 
soe or 1G) Cossacks at Pulikhatun were. also reported from Mesled on the 80th 


ultimo, 


















(16319) No, 120. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 12.) 





No, 
fit 


80) 
phic.) P. 
GERMAN Ioan to Posing rel ; 
dui informed that Russian Government, Kon, 
FCA U AU Sarinereteycteamaaiaa angel 
iHhat tie liad tere frequent conversations with the German 3 wh in 
techauje for, various Concessions to Gormauy, proposed that « Persian loan should be 
«in Berlin, 





St. Petersburgh, May 12, 1906. 
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(16298) 





Mr, Ey Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 12, 







hie.) P. Tehran, May 12, 1906. 
OLLOWING: auddevssed to Tudia = 








uel quarantine 
Ve received 






1LDowleh, who is ill, stating, 
patch of a British doctor to 
nud) the 








no objection to the. 1 
ho withdrawn on the termination of the epidemic, 
ian doctor.” 








122, 





{16323} N 
Grant Duff to Sir Evrard Grey—(Received May 13.) 
Tehran, May 18, 1906. 


, wwith the knowledge 
1 Engineers in the 








I servants of the Neting Governor of Kasha 
and insulted a warrant officer of 1 
ropean Telegraph Department. 









‘of their master 
w of the Tndo-l 




















eS i ervants_ punished, 
1 tiaye demansted that Acting: ( eants pris 
10h paitl as corpensation, and apoloxies offered. to the nil to the Department 






fur tho invasion of their premises t i : 
MTTvis iinportant that Gur Colegraph oliclaly, who. are often tit lonely pli 
Jo protected, and I earnestly hope that Twill he supported ine 

sifisfuction, [would again draw your attention to the fact that no puni 









should. 
ing prompt 
hments have 



























‘Deen inflicted for the 
and a-half, 


Tam informed by the Persian Government that an official is being sent to K 
to deal with the case, but this will probably only have the usual perfunctory 1 


assaults committed on Europeans in Persia during the last year 


Kashan 
sult, 
















(16324) 





Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 13,) 





(Net 
(Tek 


) 


raphic.) P. Tehran, May 18, 1906, 
FOLLOWING addressed to India 


‘arly two months after the event, and from an indirect source, I learn that a 
party of Indian sowars, proceeding from Bunder Abbas to their post. at Kerman, were 
attacked on the 18th March, and all their belonging: including Government property, 
stolen, No report of this grave occurrence has reached me from lis Majesty’ 
Consulate-General at Bushire. If such matters are not reported at once to mo, it is 

ously impossible for mo to be responsible for affairs in Per 
to draw your attention to this irregularity 

















a. T therefore desire 













(16409) No, 124. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 1A.) 
(No. 97.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 21, 1906, th 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 115 of to-day's date, I Have the lionour to 
inclose herewith a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul-Ceneral at Bushire 
regarding the proposed Luristan trade route, 

Tn their telegram of the 20th instant, the Government of India express the 
opinion that the present is not a very suitable moment for {aking up the question 
of the rond seriously, I question, however, whether a more fittine opportunity is 
likely to arise in the near future, ‘The Wali of Pusht-icKuk and the other Chiefs 
of that region, although nominally subject to the Shah, are in renlity independent; 
nor would any change in the Central Government, no long as’ it were catried out by 
Persians, greatly affect the condition of affairs existing in the mountains of Luristan, 
Any negotiations whieh took place between His Majesty's Government and the Chiefs 
would in no way be assisted by the Persian Government, who have already shown that 
they are unable or unwilling adequately to punish an outrage on British officers in tho 
Khoremmabad district in the autumn of 1904, ‘The matter seems, therefore, to resolve 
itself into the question whether iis Majesty’s Government, after considering the 
Political and commercial advantages offered by the proposed route, decide to spend 

iow to increasing British trade and influence in 





















Cortain sum as an experiment, with a 
that part of Persia, 
Uhave the honour to inclose a Mei 








orandum and map by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Douglas, Military Attaché of this Legation, who thinks Captain Lorimer’s proposal 
worthy of consideration, now that the alteriative scheme for a direct road between 
Dizful and Khoremmabad has broken down. He is also of opinion that the political 
advantages resulting from our forming closer relations with the Wali of Pushtsi-Ruk and 
the Delfan Chief would justity the expenditure as estimated by Major Cox, 

There are two points, hovever, on which it would be well to have more detailed 
information -— 









1. Will the cost of the undertaking: be as small as Major Cox appears to think ? 

2. Is the Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk able as well as willing to protect caravans as fur as 
Dizful, especially from the raiding Arab tries on the west of the route near that town 
(Gee annexed map), 








It His Majesty's Government decide to consider the matter seriously, I would 
suggest that Captain Lorimer, who has considerable experience of these vegions, be 
instructed to get into touch with the Wali and tle Delfan Chief, and endeavour to obtain 
more precise mformation, especially as to the cost of the scheme and the real ability of 
these Chiefs to protect caravans, 


1647] ite 














I think it would be a mistake to 


enter into negotiations at all unless it is definitely 
decided to carry the proposal through. 


EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 








Tnelosure 1 in No. 124, 


Major Cox to Mr. &. Grant Duff 





Bushire, March 18, 1906, 
October, 1904, I have the 
tion a copy of a letter whieh I have addres 
subject of the Dizful-Khoremmabad road, 


IN continuation of this Oifice letter dated the 6th 
honour to forward for your informal 
Government of India on the 








Tnelosure 2 in No. 124. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


March 18, 1906, 
the subject of the openin, 
‘oreign Department letter, date 
and beg to submit a copy of a Report in connection 
'y Viec-Consul, Ahwaz, dated the 
nas regards the more direct 








I HAVE the honour to refer es 
up of a trade route through Duristan, ending. wi 
the 28rd March, 1905, to my address, 
therewith from His Majes 

ing that the posi 
dvancemont ut present, Captain Lo 
Aelection of the more westerly n 

on. of this route rests, it will be remembered, with— 





hb January, 1906, 

ialan route’ Admits of no 

mer reverts to the alternative proposal for the 
Kuk and Delfan country, ‘The 

















in respeet of the first half; and with: 


Ki 
Nazar Ali Khan, Fath-i-Sultan, for the second half: 


med Chief Captain L 
came to a provisional understanding 

Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk were unfortunately 
‘attack on Colonel Douglas and himself, bu 
by bik letters and m 
further a scheme 





Lorimer got in touch in May 1904, and they 
His endeavours to effect x meeting with the 
interrupted by the events following on the 
ut in the meanwhile the Wali had indicated, 
sages through third parties, that he is definitely prepared to 
a protected route through his territory, and in the next few weeks 
oes to wet into personal touch with him, 
The object of the latter's present reference is to ascertain as definite 
possible under the circumstances the present. viev 
regard to the promotion of this western route, 
prepared to associate themselves with the direct’ fi 
ood wounds to fe 
under such pressure 















of the Government of India with 
and the extent to which they feel 
financing of the scheme, there being 
that the subsidized Road ‘Transport Company. will not, 
tas the Government may be in a 
oF co-operate in the matter to any. considerable & 

tor to my address, dated the 28th September, the Government of India 

finite pronouncement. regardi 
exation, and without knowi 
i-Kuk towards it. 


position to apply, bestir themselves 





expressed their inability to make any de 
without first consulting 
attitude of the Wali of Push 
‘The Intter fact is now known to be favourable. ‘The Wali has, in fact, made det 
proposals which, though they seem somewhat prohibi 

of considerable reduction. 
In this Iatter connection T hex 
Sultan, detailed 














will probably he found capable 


reference to the Preliminary Agreement come to 
er's Report marginally noted. At that 

to supply mounted roadguards’ at 50 tomans per 
would sutlice for the protection of 
ly suggests the necessity of the 

ts, and asks nearly 

Po obtain a vei 
the road, if we assume, as I think 











‘Whe Wali, on the other hand, tentativel 
employment of 100 men 





the portion of the road within his 
double the salary—namely, 96 tomans per annum per man, 
‘Approximate idea of the probable cost of polic 
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we may, that 100 men in all will suffice for the whole of it, and if the rates offered 
by Fath.i-Sultan can be obtained from Wali also, the annual expenditure under this 
head would amount to 5,000 tomans or 12,500 rupees. ‘To this sum would heve to 
be added the cost of building and upkeep of two guard-houses, and one or two rough 
bridges, the cost of whieh it is dificult for me to give even an approximate estimate 














or part 
of the cost of the inauguration and upkeen might be recovered from those using the 
road. 

{would be explained to the Wali that the British Government were prepared 
{o take the scheme into lively consideration with a view to its early inception, but 
necessarily require to examine in the first instance the details of the proposed teri 
before concluding any formal Agreement, 

Onee the terms which he is prepared to give have been thoroughly. discussed 
tetween him and Captain Lorimer, the final eonelusion of the Agreement could be put 
through with little further waste of time, 

1 Togret that, owing to absence from head-quarters, I have been unable to study and 
Submit this matter earlier; nevertheless, I venture to hope that before the. Koreign 
Department leave Calcutta they will see their way to telegraph to me their decisiona 

1, As to whether E may authorize Captain Ti 
Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk on the lines suggested and 

2. As to the limit which must be placed upon the amount of annual expenditure to 


be incurred, in order to admit of the question of financing the scheme to be considered 
seriously by the Government of India, 











ier to discuss the scheme with the 














A copy of this communnieation is being forwarded to His Majesty’ Legation, 
Thaye, &, 
(Signed) -P. Z, Cox, 
———— 


No. 124, 






Thelosure 


Captain Lorimer to Major Cox. 
Sir, Ahwaz, January 20, 1906, 
| HAVE the honour to revert to the question of opening up a trade route through 
Luristan, I gather that oficially matters stand where they did on my departure on 
leave in June last, as the only addition to the file is a copy of Governmentiof Ludia’s 
letter of the 23rd March, 1905, with inelosures forwarded for your indorsement No, 758 
of the 7th June, 1905, 

Nothing has occurred to alter for the better the situation as regards the opening of 
the Kialin road, since I wrote on the subject on the 19th February, 1905, 

Thave again subsequently communicated my views on this subject in some detai) 
in a letter addressed tc the Foreign Office in London of the 17th October, 1905. In 
this letter I stated my opinion that the only practicable possibility, as matters at present 
stand, of throwing open a trade route between Dizful and Khoremmabad was to found in 
the scheme of the Semarra—ive,, the Pusht-ieKuh-Dilfan route. 

{tis to this scheme that I would now again invite attention, I may reeall to 
recollection that negutiations for the protection of the northern half of the route were 
tentatively carried through with the Fath-i-Sultan in May 1904. 1 am in possession 
of the documents signed by him then. I have also been repeatedly assured that the 











Fath-iSultan is still prepared to stand by these Agreements, and occasional letters ‘I 
have received from him have always expressed a particular willingness to serve us, 

‘The obstacle in the way of completing preliminary arrangements was for long the 
failure to get into touch with tho Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk, This, however, vas eventually 
removed by the arrival of a confidential agent, Said J'alar, on’ a mission to the Sirdar 

























is (man’s acquaintance, and found him very friendly. 
promising to have a favourable response sent me by the Wali, i 
departure on leave, in the person of another special agent, one Kaid Kha 
irdar Arfa, but was also specially commissioned and empowered to 
hme, and was the bearer of a very friendly missive 
from the Wali, as well as of renewed assurances of friendship from Said J'afar. 
y representative at Nasiri at the time was my Persian Mriza, who 
professes himsclf much impressed by the urgence and cordiality of the Kaid Khani, 
He succeeded in inducing him to commit to paper a rough outline of the Wali's 
proposals as regards the scheme, 
are, condensed, as follows — 
he Wali will be delighted to consent to and o 
Semana ronte, 
One hundred sowars will be required, who will be entirely appropriated to 1 
arnied and mounted they would cost § tomans ewch per month. 
tomans each would be accepted. 
Tt would be incumbent on us for purposes of security to ereet at two stages small 
forts or serais, 
Hope was held out that easier te 
hout it hs been repeatedly urged that T should pay 
all certainly do iny best to make an opportunity of accepting 
should desire to hinve Some definite ideas 
ws on the scheme, and in case it were decided to attempt to 
ry it through, roughly, what pecuniary limit would be imposed. 
‘us for as possible, entering into negotiations or even discussing proposals which 
are predestined to abandonment, 
1 should mention that no assistance, 
He spent a whole evening recently in proving to me (to his own 
ile and of no consequence, and the 








rived after my 











disouss. the question of the road w 





Vnfortimately. our on 











operate in the opening of the 








them ti arms and horses, 








ms might be obtained by a personal interview, 
avisit to the Wali this 








spring, and Ts P 
i ‘© meeting him, however, [ 








As to Government's ¥ 
It is important to 








to be looked tor from, 


minerce in Persia was ful 
was to secure the control of the true 
dod only as a temporary expedient, would 


satisfaction) Uhat actual 





‘his route being. in 
and (not ?) commercial att 
It is uninecossury for me to reiterate { 
Alter the breakdown Of the Kialan scheme, at least for the mean 
stithlish our prestige by tie covrcion of the Ditekwand, it is more than ever 
rable that we should demonstrate to the Furs that we do possess the energy aud 
rusiness affairs to a pract 
tions of the letters of the Wali and Kaid Khant, 





nts in its favour, 





political argum 











eapneity to pusle Uhre 


Db, R. LORM 











Inclosure 4 in No, 124. 


Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk to Captain Lorimer. 


[Received August 14, 1905.) 
otter whieh you sent me by the Muinul-Ashraf, Said Wafar, has eome to 
Twas rejoiced to hear of your well-being, 
«an also in die enjoy 
se of your letter 
using a route through Pushtsi 
only our mecting each other. 
ing down to my winter quarte 
ye undertakings in ro 
ur affairs and ideas, 





Lu ease you should éare to hear, 1 








‘ov have touched on the subject of arran; 
‘Phe accomplishment of this 
In the cold weather, Inshallah, shall be 
if you will also come a mecting can be effected. 
Please, therefore, 
There is no need to 


caravans loreal 














Keep: me acquainted wit 





Hasarat Kad Khani, the bearer of this letter, who i 
empowered to disen 








details with you, 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 124, 









Kaid Khani to Acting Viee-Consul Morton 


(Translation. 
(After complimentary address.) August 8, 1905, 

| BEG to say first, [ hope you are in perfect health. Concerning the opening of 
the Semarra route and the passage of caravans, according to the: instructions of the 





Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk, I have to state that the Wali, for the sake of his own good name, 
and for the effecting of your Excelleney’s proposal, is prepared to take steps to throw 
open and secure the route in question, Certain, conditions, hawever, in this connection 
would be necessary, with a view to preventing the possibility of any difficulties arising at 
any time between the two parties :— 











1, Whereas certain Lur tribes and the Surkha and Bani Lam Arabs establish their 
winter quarters in the neighbourhood of the proposed route, 100 suwars armed and 
experieuced would be necessary to guarantee its security, and these sowars should be at 
all times oceupied in these duties, and, free from all preoccupation, wonlt devote theit 
Attention to the protection of caravaus aud travellers, and would have no. other work to 




















do. ‘These men would be paid $ tomans each a month, if the Wali provides their rifles 
and horses; if the arms and horses were supplied by you, the rate would be 5 tomans a 
month. 





2, Whereas in most of the stages and halting places of this tract there are no 
places of habitation, and it is a desert, it would be incumbent on you to construct. two 
small forts or serais at the two halting places referred to (2), to put the escorts every 
where at their ease, and enable them to devote themselves to their duties 

‘The Wali will be coming down to his winter quarters in autumn, At that time 
you or a deputy should! come and discuss the affair by word of mouth, and return again 
When some definite arrangement had been agreed upon, hecause by personal meeting 
increase of fayour and the means of union and co-operation are to be looked for, This 
will sutlice, 























KAID KHANL, 


Inclosure 6 in No, 1 





Memorandum by Colonel Douglas, 


AS there seems t6 be no chance under present circumstances of our being able to 
open up the direct road between Dizful and Khoremmabad, 1 think that Captain 
Lorimer's proposal is well worthy of consideration. ‘The political advantages which wo 
should gain by boing brought into close and friendly relations with the Wall of Pusht 
Kuk nd the Delfan Chief would, in my opinion, justify the expenditure, whieh apparently 
would not much exeeed 1,000/, a-year; and if the experiment proved successful, it 
would doubtless facilitate any attempt we may make in the future to open up the more 

rect road. As goods going to Khoremmabad from Ahwaz must now be sont. vid 

Isfahan, a journey of over a month, caravans would probably be willing to pay some- 
thing for the use of the road, once they knew that it was safe, I presume that the Wali 
of Pusht-i-Kuk would guarantee the security of caravans right into Dizful, the latter 
part of the road being, T believe, liable to be raided by Arab tribes, 

‘This route must, however, be looked upon asx temporary expedient, any permanent 
oad, stich as that contemplated in the Persian ‘Transport Company's Concession, would 
naturally follow one of the more direct lines which L have shown in the rough sketch 
attached, 














(Signed) J. A, DOUGLAS. 






Tnelosure 7 in No. 124, 





Sketch Map, 


[Not printed) 
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(16412) 





his co-operation in our interest may perhaps some day be desirable, T assured him of 
the desire of the British Government for the independence and prosperity of Persia, 
and thanked him for his offer of services, which I promised to report to you. 

T do not think that he is entirely moved by selfish motives, though ho will look 
to a quid pro quo in some form or other, if at any time we should employ him ns 
anything more than a mere informant as at present, 


(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL, 





Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Hdioard Grey.—(Received May 14.) 











(No. 101. Confidential.) 










Tehran, April 22, 1906. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith an interesting Memorandum. bj 
Mr. Churchill of a conversation with Sheikh Seif-ed-Din, a prominent Mollah, on the 


Tehran, April 14, 1906, 
present political situation in Persia, 















T have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 









(16413) No. 126, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 14.) 

















(No. 102.) 


Sir, Tehran, April 22, 1906, 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith correspondence, as marked inthe 
margin,® relating to the Kum-Sultanabad Road. 


T have, &. 
(Signed) VELYN GRAND DUFF, 


Inclosure in No, 125, 
















Memorandwn by Mr. Churchill 


I CALLED on Sheikh Soifed-Din this evening, 
Conversation with him on the political situation, 
Seif-ed-Din ina descendant of Fath Ali Shah, and, like Haji Sheikh-ul-Reis, is at 
ime an e¢olesiastic. ‘The Grand Vizier employs him in his confidential 
dealings with tho clergy, and soon after taking office in 1903 sent him on a mission to 
tnd Nejef to quell tho “Olema,” who were 
over the Amin-es-Sultan’s Russian loan policy, which, he assured them, the new 
Government intended to discontinue, He wi 
ed Trak Arabi, and I concluded from his remarks this evening that Sir A. 
inge was quite right in attributing the voxatious opposition he experienced in 
visiting the holy. ¢i 0 Mis despatah No 14 of the 


80th December, 19 Sheikli Seff-ed-Din deseribed 
an intorview w 





nd had an interesting 



















Inclosure in No, 126, 














Mr. E, 





rant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 








April 2, 1906, 
THE Agent of the ‘Transport Company (Limited), at ‘Tebran did not fail to lay 
before his Directors the Report of the Mohandes-ul-Manalik of October 1905, regarding 
the condition of the Kum-Sultanabad Rond, 

‘The Report in question lays stress on the following points :— 















1, On certain stretches, viz. over 500 metres near Kum, over 3 miles near Rahgird, 
and 18 miles between Shabsaverun and Sultanabad, the roadway is stated to bo not 
sulilciently wide to permit of two vehicles passing abreast, 

At certain floodstreams no construction has been erected to protect the pack 
trafic from inconvenience or discomfort. 


5, Over certain long stretches of the road gravelling of the surface has not been 
carried out. 







of the clerical movement, he 
teh 

















personally antagon 
4 of his more lier 

prineipal 
the Mujt 









As regards the first point referred to in the Mohandes-ul-Mamalik’s Report [ 
desire to ofler the following observations: As regards the short narrow stretch Sf the 
road! near Kum inclosed between garden walls and an irrigation stream, it has hitherto 





‘Nhe exodus to Shah Abdul Azim. 
prelude to the sub 





1905, 










































equent development i s ; i 
whieh oecunted then. Other and more fi people gave the clergy the idea, of been impossible, owing to scurcity of water to tamper with that streain, It will, 
twking for w eodo Of laws und other lea! inatitatons, «Levine Coker hee nce however, be set back and the stream thereby widened immediately this can be dong 
reforms thy Atultalinle andl thal followers cose eae nee oe without endangering the friendly relations of the Company with the Kum land-owners, 
fullment of the promise made by the Shab, though they realized that their own Mes Maree A sebatid tip A uent othe 
interests would ov Keo suffer, as their present method of obtaining a livelihood sae veatiog Bary Points out that it runs through a rocky detile, and, ow 






ug to the 





udivial capacity would be put to an 





id by the introduction of code of Inws. 





configuration of the ground, a wide road would involve very heayy expenditure and could 

























‘Mie scene Deesates apaintel by the. Govammet te trey he aan only be constructed with the sreatest dificully. ‘The toad i homever, not less ting 
Jaws could not get to work seriously without the holp of the elorgy, an a ducl was in eee eee ees ata ace iti vals stati ‘Sion 
progres n the Grand Vizier and the Mujteheds as to the degree of participation ronda Wathen fn stretch from Shahsayerun in the direction of Sultanabad 









the roadway from 10 ft. to 28 ft. § 

3:50 metres or 10 ft. 6 in, is inaccurate. 
‘The Agent of the Company durin an inspection of the road in November 1006, 

carefully measured the width at exact. intervals of five aninutes while driving fron 


Aliabad ruined toll-house to beyond Katelian, these being the points between which the 
constructed road is narrow, ‘The measurements are :— 


Aliabad toll-house 14 ft., 15 ft, 15 ft. 6 in. 12 ft, 12 ft. 2 
2831.8 in,, 22 ft. Sin, 28 f. Sin. 17. Si 
1s ft, Katchan 10 ft,, 11 ft, 4 in, 12 ft, 


With regard to the second point raised! by the Moliandes-ul-Mamalik, I trust that 
Your Excellency will agree with me that the absence of such construction is hardly 
of sufficient moment to withhold trom the Company. the permission to levy tolls. a4 


of the undertaking, A grent deal of discussion had taken place, but the 
Shoikh hnd little hope of any practical result for the near future, 

With regard to the findneial situation, the Sheikh spoke in 
Knew that the British Government was no longer prepared to lend Persia. money, and. 
thought that some arrangement had been arrived at between the British and Russian 
Governments to put an end to the diplomatic competition between them at ‘Tehrat. 
Ile, however, expressed great distrust of Russia's sincerity, and assured me that if the 
Grand Viziercould offer Russia somie political concessiou in the south, by whieh she 
could get-a footing there, as she formerly hiad done in the Far East, any sum the Shah 
required would be fortticoming. Sucli an eventuality he professed to regard with 
great apprehension, as it would reduce the country's chances of 
independence, and he proposed to work hand in hand with us 
to his country 


in. M. de Brucq’s statement that it is only 















loomy terms, He 








































, 20 ft. 10 in,, 
1Sft., 14 ft, Gin,, 17 ft., 18 ft., 16 ft. 8 in, 

























* Messrs. Lynch, March 20,1 





ot printed, 




































granted mider their concession, ‘The flood-streams crossing the Kum-Sultanabad Road 
‘fe not important, and it would only be at the rarest intervals and then for a brief space 
of time that suficient flood-waters could come down and so inconvenience tle pack 
trafic At the crossings the subsoil is hard and hitherto no complaints have been made 
by muleteers under this head. Moreover, on the Resht Road such flood-crosings 
without muy necessury construction are to be met with and no hesitation was, I 
tnderstand, shown ou that account: by the Persian Governnient in granting permission 
to the Russian concessionnaires to levy tolls. 

With reference to the third objection mentioned by the Mohandes-ul-Mamalik T 
tiave the honour to state that when liis Exeelleney inspected the road, the new surf 
work carried out by the Company's constructors had had no time to settle down and no 
rain had fallen on it. Lt was, therefore, in many parts necessarily loose. On examina 
tion it wil be found that the surface of the road is in good condition, 

1 desire to draw your Exeellency’s attention to the fact that the wonthly average 
of vehicles passing over the Kum-Sultanabad Road is only forty-tive or about tree 
every forty hours, ‘The likelihond of two vehicles mecting just at the narrowest part 
of the mito stretelies is, therefore, clearly most remote, and there is no reasois to 
‘inticipate any substantial inerease in the vehicular (raffle in the near future, 

From accurate measurements it was found that the width of the roadway required 
for the carelul passing of tro of the widest kind of tvo-hore vehicles iS between 
12 lect and 13 fect, and for two four-horse vehicles 20 feet to 22 fect, Over almost the 
entire lengtly of the thr iches named, it is, Herefore, possible for two vebicles to 
pass evel other, either by enreful driving: oF by the detaching of one or two hors 
each Lean, irticulay narrow point, Burtlies, 
Concession oupany no minimum, width of roadway: is 
specitieds 

In order that all doubt should be removed us to the present condition of the road, 
T have the honour to propose to your Excellency that the Persian Government should 
again appoint a competent engineer to inspect the Kum-Sultanabad section, and hat 
on tis occasion (ley should he accompanied not only: by: the representative of the 
‘Cransport Company, but by the Military Attaché of Tis Majesty's Legation whose 
impartiality in the matter is clearly beyond question, 

Can coutident that the officials appointed hy the Persian Goverment to undertake 
this duty will find, om uspection, that the road is now in a satisfactory condition and 
will bear favourable comparison with the Resht-Kudym svetion of the Resht Road 
which as late as October 1103, was in such a deploradle state that it was impassable 

carriage, and 1 hind myself to ride from Resht to Imam Sadi Hashem, while tolls 
aul sel higher tolls tan the Persian ‘ansjart Company propose to ask for were 
collected, 

As a linge sum of money has been expended by the Persian Transport Company 
on the road, it is naturally thir desire as soon as possible to put in force their right 
ruler the sion {0 levy tolls, and [ would, therefore, express the hope that your 

culleney will be so wood as to give the matter your early attention in order thiat a 
int inspection of the work done may take place without del 














































































































16414) No. 127. 


My, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. (Received May 14.) 
(No. 108.) 
i 


“1 HAVE the 





Tehran, Aprit 28, 1906, 





dispute, 





T have, &¢ 


EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


















Tonowr to transmit herewith a copy of a despateh from His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Tabroez, on the subject of the Porso-Turkish frontier 






Enclosure in No. 127, 


Consul-Gencial Wratislaw to Mrs E. Grant Duffy 
(Xo. 20.) 
Sir, Tabirees, April 15, 1906, 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos, 21 and 22, on tlie subject of the entry of 
Turkish troops into Persiin temitory in the Urmi district, 1 have the honour to 

ddan extract from a letter which 1 have received from the Rey. 0. IL, Parry, of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury's mission. 

Mr. Parry writes:—the frontier busin 
course our newts is only reports, though fron 
thirty Nizams have cot ir Haji 
over all the Begzadé, 
first settles up his busi 











<< seems to he getting serious, Of 

in Tergawar. Tn the first plice, 
e down to Mir Haji Bew's village in Dasht, offering to make 
nil to make Mir Haji Beg, Kaimakam, tion that he 
s with the British and American Goi These men 
id to he real Nizams (Turkish regulars), not Sheikh’s men dressed up, _ Others 
we oeenpied Jorma, and are demanding hack taxes, Others lave come down to 
Jimai on the Marhishu Pass, and Have driven out the Customs peopie and heaten 
them. A letter has also been recoived by Bajan, offering either to take the Christi 
over, or to allow them to leave, or to protect tliem when fighting begins, 

‘Whe Bajan referred to is the leading man of Mawana, a Chiistian village in 
‘Porgawar, adj 

Hoth the Governor and Karguzar of Tabreez profess to have no offie 
on this subject, but there is no doubt that 

































2 information 
ai incursion from Yurkish territory has 





taken place, ‘The ejection and castigation of the Customs employés was confirmed 
hy M, Lavors, the Chief of Customs hire, 


have, &e, 
(Signed) A, ©, WRATISLAW, 








116415] No, 128, 





Mr. E. Grant Diff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14s) 
(No. 108) 
Sir, Tehran, April 23, 1906 
WITH referenee to my telegram No, 102 of the 18th instant, T have the honour 


to inclose a translation of a note from the Persian Government regarding. the Seistan 
Water Award. 











with the Goldsmid Award. 





T have, & 


(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DULR, 





—$—$— 
Inclosure in No, 198, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duft 





(te 


ustation,) 
















F thon's arbitration or that of the 
incipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on condition that. it should 
h General Sir F. Goldsmid’s Award, It ious. that the Persian 


ernment will not refuse to aceopt any decision which will be in accordance with it, 

















fes7) 20 
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Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced May 14,) 
No, 105.) 
‘Tehran, April 23, 1906. 
telegram No, 100 of the 10th instant, T have the honour 
6f a uote from the Mushir-ed-Dowleh regarding the 
proposed arrangement with the Persian Government in regard to the parcel post in the 
British post-oflie Gulf ports 
Tord Lansdowne's despatch No. 85 of the 17th June, 1905, was handed to 
M, Naus on the 18th July of last year, and, in spite of constant and urgent applications 
for a reply, an answer hag only lately reached me. 
You will seo that the Persian Go 
proposed! in Lord Lansdowwue’s above de 
subjects: living in 4 
British, ud mips, 
forwarded vit Buzeli, Russi 
dxchiequer aud 
harnishe 


r-ecl-Dowleh complains 
fis in accordance with the A. Appears to me that the 
Porsian Government have « legitimate serievance, 
Thave, é 


ELYN GRANT DUFF, 
Inolosure in No, 129, 


Mushiv-ed-Dowleh to Mi Ea Grunt Dutt 
peril 7, 1906, 

1 HAVE sce the’ Meniorandum yon have handed to M, Priem, the Director of 
Chstoins and Posts, diveonnection with the parcols coming hy the Euglish post. Ldo 
Hot refuse to accept it aud put it into executiou, since 1 have not seeu in it anything 
augainst tho Postal Union now in force. Ido not consider it superiluous to explain the 
present position of Persian postollices in the ports of the Persian Gulf towards: those 
of Rritish Didi, ‘The position is iat the postal authorities of British India refuse 
to avcopt anil carry letters bearing Porsian stamps handed over to them by the Persian 
Post, Uniler thes circumstances, people living in. those regions are obliged to have 
(hoir otters stamped with Mualish Jwcause if the letters hear Persian stamps 
(hoy must be sent vid Bushire, Is irin, Bnveli, Russia, and Egypt, and they 

jenso a distance six times wrreater than they ought to. Under this arrange- 
mneut letters wing to India from the ports of the Persian Gulf must bear Indian 
stamps, and this is a reat loss to the Persian Government, ‘This point must bo 
onsidered, It is desirable that when the Paree! Post Agreement is put in-force people 
should receive permission to stamp their letters with Persian stamps if they like, and 
iW tho same timo, the postal authorities of British India should be instructed to accept 
such letters from Porsian Postmasters when they exchange the post, and deliver them 
to thoir destinations according to Article 1 of the Postal Union of 1897. T have no 
donbt you will consider the matter, and will communicate to me your opinion on the 
auhjeck. E 





(16418) No. 130. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 


° Tehran, April 23, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 106 and 111 of the 15th and 19tl instant, 
respectively, I have the honour to forward a copy of a despateh from Mr. Wratislav, 
His Majesty's Consttl-General at Tabreez, regarding the arrival at that town of @ 


Russian Road Commission which has been appointed to inspect: the Julla~Tabreo 
road! and to inquire into certain charges brought against M. Diduloif, the chiet 
engineer, and M. Ginsberg, the principal contractor. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAN? DUFF, 


Inclosure in Nu, 130. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. B, Grant Duff: 
(No. 11.) = 
Sir, Tabrees, March 14, 1906, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 14 of the 10th instant, I have the Honour to 
report that M. Treskinski, a member of the Russian Road Commission, arrived hore 
on the 9th instant with some of his subordinates. Me is to commence an inspection 
Of the road pending the arrival of his colleagues, who are now, it seems, at Hamadan, 
‘These are M. Patgoriski, a road inspector, and another gentleman whose name | have 
not been able to ascertain, and who is, L understand, the head of the Commission. 

M. Treskinski will replace M. Diduloff, the chief engineer, who, along with 
AM. Ginsberg, the head contractor, has beon suspended and forbidden to leave: Tabroon 
till the Commissioners have terminated their inquiry into the malpractices alleged 
against them, 

‘The section of the road passing through the Dere Diz near Julla has beon 
reconstructed, and seems in good working orden, though doubts are still entertained as 
to its ability to withstand a heavy flood, As fiw as Marend, about, halfway between 
Tulfo and Tabreez, the rond is practically finished, but from Marond onwards its tar 
from complete, 

Good progress is being made on the bridge over the Araxes at Julfa, 

I can procure no confirmation of the alleged intention to continue the road 
forthwith towards Tehran, and Tam inclined to think that nothing will be dono in this 
direction for the present, 


Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW. 





(16419) No, 131. 
Mr, B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Rercived May 14.) 


108. Confidential.) 
Sir, Teheran, April 28, 1906, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewi of correspondence regarding the 
Perso-Afighan fron 
, Ko. 
EVELYN GRANT DUEL 


Inclosure 1 in No, 181, 


Major Sykes (0 Government of India, 

98, Confidential.) 

Meshed, November 25, 1909. 

AMONG the questions to which T devoted especial attention during my rovent 
tour to the Afizhan frontior was that of Musabad, 

2, I did not consider it politic to visit tho actual frontior, but it seemed desirable 
to make indirect inquiries both as to the fucts of the present state of affairs, and also 
as to the manner in which this status quo was regard 

8, Captain Winter, who visited this neighbourhood in March 1904, reported that 
Musabad was in the possession of the Afghans, and Khushab Ayubi in Persian 
occupation, - 

Ali Jan Sultan, who is in command of the Karai sowars of Khaf, but who is 
himself a Timuri, informed the Attaché that in 1897 Muhamed Sadik Khan, who is 
referred to by Captain Winter, spent 1,000 tomans in clearing out a ruined Kanat 

















100 


iid in populating Musabad, but that two years later he was expelled by the Afghans, 
who posted six sowars there, He also stated that Khushab Ayubi, which is 4 or 
Smiles due west of Musabad, was populated by himself, but that, owing to pillage by 
the Afzlian sowars, be had recently heen compelled to ubandon the spot. He stated 
ihore was no cultivation at Musabad, and that Ayubi has not been occupied by 
the Alghians. 

4. The general attitude was that it was no use reporting the matter 
jon followed, Consequently. there seems to be no iminediate like 
this question being raised by the Persian Government. 5 

5, T, hiowever, would venture to express my opinion that, although the present is 
by. no nieans an opportune occasion for raising the question, owing to the MeMal 
Mission having scarcely concluded its labours, yet, with the development of Russ 
influence and peaceful penetration in Khorassan, it would be desirable: to demarcate 
the vent , from Haslitatan to Siah Koh—within the 
next {0W J 
































T have, 
(Signed) PM. SYKE 
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Tuclosure 2 in No, 131, 


Government of India to Major Sykes. 





Si Fort Willinm, February 7, 1906. 
1 AM directed to refer to your letter of the 25th November, 1905, regarding the 
Porso-Afighan frontier nity of Musabad. fi 
2 the ment of Tndin agree with vou that the present is not an opportune 
sion for proposine: the demarention of this scetion of the Perso-Afehan frontier, 
to request that yon will Keop a careful watch, and report in duc eowuse what t 
‘of possession is, 
Tt lis already heon pointed out that the audemareated hound 
nap of Abghuuistan from Hashfatan to Siah Kol is ineorrvet, 
ings tract of tovvitory which is ailmittedly i Afzlian possession, A copy of the 
vspondenes should be furnished to His Britunie Majesty's Consul atTurbat-i- 
Haidsi, who, a8 well as any othor oflleers travelling in the vicinity, either on tone or 
oi relief, should lose-no bpportunity: of ascertaining: the correct boundary betw 
Sih Woh and the last bowndwey-pillne in Hashtatin. 





















hown in the 
cludes in Persia 





























T have, &¢ 
(Signed) J. WOOD, 
Seeretury to the Government of Inilin 








Inclosure 8 in No, Wl 


Major Sykes to Governuent of India. 









Nir, Meshed, March 16, 1906, 
1 ILAVE the honour to attaeli copies of various correspondence relating to. the 
aun frontier, 
Chief in importinee is a letter from M, Molitor, Director-General of Customs 
for Khorissan, which was written after two interviews with me. 





M, Mol 





Coral mysell gre 





(a.) Phat the present State oF affairs is most undost 
(ii) hat untess steps be taken to put an end to these 
will ensue, 





onstant murders reprisals 





ME, Molitor, in the concluding portion of his lett 


outlines a suggestion on the 
subject. 





hi 1 have written 
u incident, which 
the Mfchan fronticr and 
nt of Tidia, 

been no par 


to tlie ¢ 
is 
it ison this subject that Lowe puxpose ad 
3. P qwould point out that for sev 
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Gevelopment of our policy on this frontier, whereas the Russians have inereased the 
uumber and strength of their garrisons along the Russo-Persian and Russo-Afghan 
frontiers and have spent enormous sums on strategical roads and railways, Apart 
from this, they have effected a masterly stroke by the organization of a quarantine 
conion from Turshiz to a point beyond Karez, At the latter centre, as reported in. 
my despatch of the 22nd November, 1905, they are in considerable strength, and at 
the present time are taking advantage of the epidemic in Seistan and the rumours 
of plague in Afghanistan to examine and generally to interfere with caravans coming 
from \fghanistan to Persia by that or by other routes. Tn short, Russin has never, 
to the best of my knowledge, evolved a cleverer or more successful scheme in. Porsi 
than this quarantine cordon, which is mainly supported at the expense of the Persian 
Government and is capable of considerable development, as the immediate future may 
prove. As a counterpoise to this the Consulate was founded at Turbat-i-fleideri, 
Which bas, so far as British subjects are concerned, checkmated the action of the 
Russians, but this Consulate, although it has generally strongthened our position in 
the districts of Turbat-i-lleideri, Turshiz, Khaf, md Barkharz, lias not been accom- 
panied by any permanent increase on the frontier, which is, after all, of very great 






































importance, 
4, To combat this weak point, I recommenced in the letter referred to above— 
(@) of the British Agent at Karoz should he increased; 
(o) That a stant shiould be stationed at Karez; 
(c) ove, together with the Turcoman dakesowars, should be housed in 








and 


(d.) ‘That the frontier should be visited frequently by the Consul at Turbat and 
occasionally by the Gonsul-General, 


Moreover, as it is desirable to find out more 












in person. 

5, Since T wrote the above suggestions events liave ndded foreo to my arguments, 
as not only have rumours of plago at Khaf and thon at Turbat-isheikh Jam beon 

mulated with a view to the establishment of a second Russian cordon, hut at 
the present time the Russian doctor at Knrez is most. active, and may at any moment 
cause infinite annoyance to trade between Herat and Meshod, and thereby prove the 
power of Russia to the Afghans, In fact, Russia is fightin stully with her 
array of doctors, just as sho is driving British, trade from Khorassan by ineans of her 
financial arms, aided by her geographical position, 

6. Unider these circumstances it behoves us, in aildition to mecting the above 
attacks, to forge if possible a now weapon, and F make the following suggestion, 
although Lam not able to feel sure that it is a practicable oneay £ an ignorant 
of the present state of the relations between the Government of India and Iis 
Highness the Ameer, 

Briofly, I would suggest that theso frontier disputes should be settled at a 
annual meeting/on the frontier at which a British official—generally His Majesty's 
Consul at Turbat-—would be present, and which would be attended by representative 
of the Governor of Herat and the Governor-General of Klorassin, 

7. I claim that by this arrangement we should gain moro influence with the 
Afghans; more knowledge of the frontier, which must some day be delimited ; and, 
finally, these raids and murders would at any rate decrease in number, and might 
eventually cease, 

Tam well aware that infinite patience and tact would be required, and that at 
first little progress would be perceptible; but I am convineed that not only is the 
scheme feasible, if the Ameer agrees to it, but that its inception is imperatiyely called 
for. M. Molitor would support such a scheme most strongly, and its refusal by the 
Persian Government would place them in a difficult: position, 

&. Other aspects of the ease ate that the Belgian Administration would be 
constantly indebted to us, and this would in all probability insure the continuance 
of the present excellent relations which exist between this Consulate-General and the 
Customs. At the same time care would have to be exercised to. prevent tho Afghans 
from thinking that we were favouring the hated Customs officers, who should he 
represented by a Persian and not a European at:these meetings 

9. a respect to the Russians, it lias hitherto heen our fate that a forward 

(16471 2D 











































































































































































































Tnstane: 
If, Lowever, my scheme 
similar to that which Sir 
desirable, and that the present posi rs is unsatisfactory and ines 
few can deny ; whereas the schome T propose is capable of considerable development. 
10, Su heme should, in my opinion, he worked entirely by this Consulate~ 
General, which alone is in touch with the Goyernor-Geveral “of Khorassan, the 
nor of Herit, and the Director-General of Customs, Kain forms part of the 
an Consular district, but as it is also a district of Khorasan, there would be no 
difficulty in dealing with the Shoukat-ul-Mulk, who naturally looks to Meshed, and is 
aun old friend of mine, His Majesty’s Consul, Seistan, would also, I think, agree with 
me on this question, 
‘A. copy. of this letter is. bei 
‘nd to lis Majesty's Consul, Se 







this is 


lahon effected in Seistan. That 




























sent t0 His Majesty's Cha 
tan. 


6 dAffaires, 





Thave, &e. 


ned) P.M, SYK 











Tnelosure 4 in No. 181 


M. Molitor to Major Sykes, 
M, lo Consul:Général, Meshed, le 8 Mars, 1906, 
PAR télégramme en date du 13 Révrier, ! Administration Centrale des Dounnes 
ine preserivait denvoyer au Seistan fous les renseignements nécessaires au sujet de 
Vassassinat du Chef de In Douane de Yezian et deVenlovement du fils de ce dernier, 
pour permettre an Consul Britanni Seistan de rechorcher les coupabl 
i répondu & notre Administration que, vu la présonce A Meshed du Consul- 
niGiul Britannique, il serait beaucoup plus facile de traiter cette alfaire ici, que le 
Consulat-Cénéral est en communication constante avee le Gouverncur de Iiérat. 
essence non permettat obtenie Heaney plus rapidement Ia Hbéation 
0 



































du malheureux enfant que los meurtriers de Gliolam Hussein ont enlevé, 
Te en de cette occasion, M. le Consul-Général, pour vous faire remarquer 
que voi Te » meurtre commis en huit mois par les Afghans sur notre 


porsounel de I 
que ios emple 
aavaient profité de lowe posit 
siddration, 


Les excuses quo donnent les meurtriers en Afghanistan, 
eux des comptes de sang, ou bien que nos hommes 
n pour leur rangonner, ne peuvent étre prises en con- 











1, ‘Pout le monte sait combien 
ey quicentive ti 
Pour | 





Ia justice Porsine punit sé 
ate possibilité de vondletia Iéxttime A oxereor ; 

uusition exactions, yous voulliez bien, M. le Consul-Général, me 
roniie le justiow de reconnaitre que j'ai toujours pris les mesures les plus immédiates 
non soulement quand je recovais des plaintes, mais méme quand je pensais quil 
pouvait y avoir des abus, 


rement les meurtres, 















Dans ces vonditions, des meurtres commis ayee une si atroce barbane sont 
profondément révoltants: cos actos peuvent avoir A cette frontidre les conséquences 
jes plus graves, car on ne peut espérer que les employés Persans vont continuer ’ se 
Jaissor massacter sans protester. Néanmoins, j'ai donné les ordres les plus sévdres A 
nos employés de ne se servir de leurs armes qu’ la toute demnidre extrémité, ot en 
tous cas dé ne jamais se livrer & des représailles, quelques légitimes qu’elles puissent 
Jour sombler, 

En tous cas, je tiens  insister encore pour enlever tont semblant d'excuse aux 
assaisiniats, sue ce point que jamais une exaction dun employé ne fut laissée imput 
par notre Administration, ct chaque fois qu'une plainte a été déposée par un Afghan, 
‘soit par yoie diplomatique, soit directement, Yenguéte In plus s6vdre a toujours &é 
immédiatement ordonnée, Les nombreuses punitions et révocations demployés 2 
Cotte frontidre, au plus IMézer soupeon, pronyent combien notre Administration a 
toujours tenn A son ronom d'intégrité ot la correction do ses employés. 

En méme tomps que j'insiste sur le retour imméiiat du fils de Gholam Hussein, qui 
est encore, parait-il prisonnier A Hérat, jo erois devoir exprimer combien il sorait & 
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Aésirer que Yon trouvat un modus vivendi qui, en assurant lo punition des vols et 
meurtres & cette frontitre, supprimerdt rapidement ces habitudes, qui, au vingtidme 
sidele, sont un pénible anachronisme. 





Te Directeur-Général, iI 
(Signé) A. MOLITOR, 
















Inclosure 5 in No. 131, 


M. Molitor to Major Sykes. 


M, le Consul-Général, Meshed, le 10 Mars, 1906, 
COMME complément & ma lettre du 8 Mars, j'ai Vhonneur de yous informer que 
les meurtriers connus dle nous du Chef de Douane de Yezdan sont Mahomed Osman 
et ses deux fréres, et Mahomed Yassin, tous de Ziaretgah, 
En méme temps que ma profonde reconnaissance pour Vintérst quo yous voulez 
bien déployer pour obtenir la punition du crime dont a été victime notre malheureux 
employs, je vous prie, &e, 











Le Directour-Généraly 
igné) A, MOLITOR. 






































Tnolosure 6 in No. 131. 


Major Sykes to Governor of Herat. 
('ranslation,) y . 
(After compliments.) [Undated.] 

I AM sending you a copy of a letter which has been addressed to me by 
M. Molitor, Director-General of Customs, Khorassan, In the first. case hie was 
extremely angry, as this is the third murder of a Persian official on this frontier within 
the last three months, and he wished to stop all caravans from Afghanistan entering 
Persia, I, however, pointed out that T felt sure that you, on your part, equally 

‘ed what liad happened, and were taking action in the mnattor, 
Lhaye thus arranged with the Director-General to delay taking strong measures 
until T heard from you, 

2 You will, 1 feel sure, appreeinte the gravity of the situation, as, since this 
munler of a Persian official, seven Persians, servants of the Amir of Kain, arv reported. 
to have been murdered in the same loca ng from Herat, and when 
they were still, in a sonse, your guests, 

3, The son of the muniered man has, 1 beliove, been sent back to Persia, but, in 
case my information to this effect be incorrect, please sond him to me at onee, 

am, Bi at Kare, will be instructed to receive the boy if sent 
full confidence that you have kindly tréated the 
«i Have in no way treated him as a prisoner, as was the mmour at one time, 
4. As to the murderers, whose names are given in the supplementary lettor of the 
Director of Customs, kindly inform me what action you have taken, after inquiry, in 
punishing this murder, or what action you propose to take, as it is as disadvantageous 
for Afghanistan just as much as for Persia that these outrages should take place, and 
T think that you will agree that the action of the Director-General of Customs 
inj restraining. hip offcinie is saost pralsoworthy, a Kliomenn is ful of Athi 
who could be seized as hostages, whereas there are very few Persian subjects in 
Afghanistan, 

5. In conclusion, I hope that for the sake of justice, and also for the intorests of 
Afghan-Persian trade and friendly relations, you Will take strong action in this case 
an punish the guilty with stem retribusion; and T hope that you wil reply to me 
Auiokly on this subjest as any delay will increase the gravity of the situation, 

(Signed P, M. SYKES, 

































































Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received May 14.) 





Tehran, April 23, 1906. 
[ HAVE tie honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Constl-General at Tabreez, recording a conversation with the Imam Jumeh of that 
town regarding political affairs in Persia. 


EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





Inclosure in No, 182, 


suleGeneral Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


Tabrees, March 28, 1906, 
terview with the Imam 
reply to my re 
tosee if the Shah 
ismissal of M, Naus 
es still held together, 
Tt was evident from the Iman Jumeh’s remarks 


I HAVE the honour to report that yesterday 1 had an 
is the course of which i 

un, formed me that the publ 

the promises he ri 











rly made concerning the 

‘und othier points, but that the forces which had extorted the promi 

‘uid would insist on exact performance, 
that lie was at one with his "ehran colleagues in the matter. 

‘The Mujtehed indulged in some very frank criticisms of the Shab, who, he 

he came to the throne, would, the [mam 

Ifa much more capable Ruler, and would himself 

Hover, and not hand over the conduct of affairs to such an ineapable and unpatriotic 

elt now held sway at Tehran, 
‘Phe Tmam Jumeh was, as usual, vory bitter on the subject of Ru 
but lie scomed hopeful that a stand would he made against. them before to 
possible to take the dulf 

fiutlier piblic works in Azerbaijan would be earried out 

He said that the Valinhd was altering his opivions; that His In 

wis very well disposed towards me personally, but that he required car 











vas ruining his eo 
Jumel was confident) prove bi 


Clique ws that 














il handling for 


‘Murning to the 


ject of the Urmi Mujtehed, he expressed. 
settlement of the case, 


And assured me that Mirza Hussein Agha would 
in the future, and that he himself would be guarant 


is gratitude for the 








for his Urmi colleague's good 


A. C. WRATISLAW. 








Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Eairard Grey.—(Received May 1.) 


‘Tehran, April 23, 1906, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from His 
y's Consul-Genieral at Tabreez on the subject of Hi 





Imperial Highness the 





EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
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inclosure in No. 138, 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
(No. 18. 
Sir, Tabrees, March 21, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that since my return from Urmi T have noticed 
marked increase in the cordiality of the Valiahd towards me, Hitherto in the rare 
interviews [have had with him (owing to His Tmperial Highness’ and my ovn absences 
from Tabreez we have resided in the fown for barely seven month 
manner, though polite, has been always marked by a certaiii restrai 
nervousness, which those of my colleagues witli whom [ have compared notes tell me 
is usual with him. As soon, however, as [ returned to Tabreez three weeks ago, the 
Valiahd intimated that he wished to see me directly the first ten days of Muharram had 
been got through, and in the audience he gave me on the Sth instant he manifested 
niot the slightest stiffness, but conversed with a cordiality: which was as agreeable as it 
was surprising, considering how we have come isto confit over the questions of Ma 
esNaltaneh and Mirza Hussein Agha, At the conclusion of the interview His Imperial 
Highiness invited me to a day's shooting with him at an early date on his preserves. at 
Baba Baghi, near Tabreez, 

On the day first fixed a heavy fall of snow rendered the expedition impossible, but 
on the afternoon of the 18th instant L went to Baba Baghi on the Valiahd’s renewed 

tation, and passed the night there as His Imperial Higliness’ guest, 
Treached the village before the Prince, who, on his arrival, was so kind as to ride 
up to my lodging to inquire whether L had all I wante 

Next day the weather was again too bad. for sho 
clear [ had @ conversation with His Imperial Highness, which lasted more than an hour, 
After touching on the usual sporting topics, tle Valiahd spoke to me with reniarkab 
frankness of the various difficulties of his administration, such as the Turkish tronti 
question and the insubordination of the nomad tribes in the Ardebil district, and he 
fhrther mentioned that the eonetant inercuse of Russian aubjets raiding in; Agerla i 

idded greatly to his anxieties. He also informed me that he had been much 
by the bearing of the Indian sovars both here and at Tehran, and that he had 
determined to clothe his bodyguard in uniforms resembling theirs. Ife had already, he 
said, ordered khaki cloth, puities, and turbans for the purpose, 

As the weatiier continued unfayourable he asked me to remainanother night, in the 
hope that circumstances might be more propitious on the morrow ; but shortly after- 
wards he received a telegram trom the Shah ordering him {0 the telegraph-otfice to 
receive a communication concerning the Boundary Commission, and wis compelled to 
return to Tabreeg, first informing me that he would fix another date for our shoot as 
soon as Nowra was over. Yesterday he sent me an express rifle ax a present, 

1 cannot venture to predict the probable duration of His Imperial Highness’ sudden 
manifestation of favour, nor do 1 quite understand the causes which have led to it, 
‘There seems, however, no reason to doubt that he is at present well disposed, and this is 
recognized by others as well as myself, as the following ciroumstance shows: When 
Ina Kuli Mirza was leaving Urmi, 1 asked him whether he would like me to. speak to 
the Valialid on his behalf, but he declined the offer, thinking that my intervention might 
do niore harm tha good, A few days ago he called on me to say good-bye, and said 
that he would now be much obliged if { would put in w good word for him, as the 
Valiahd seemed changed. { forgot to mention that the Valiahil told me at Baba Baght 
that Imam Kuli Mirza had offended him by endeavouring to get out. of going to 
Ardebil as Governor when ordered there, and that in consequence he would be left with 
‘out employment for a tim d knew that Imam Kuli Mirza was a friend 
‘of ming, the natural course trom a Persian point of view would have been to speak 
kindly of him and invent excuses for his dismissal, so the frank statement of His Imperial 
Highness! annoyance seems rather a sign of sincerity 

The Valialid has not broached the subject of the Labaree ease, but his private 
physician, Logman-el-Memalik, told me, presumably by order, that His imperial Highness 
was extremely worried over it, and most anxious to terminate this most unsatisfactory 
business. L replied that no one could be more desirous of seeing the last of it than 
myself, but unfortunately the matter was entirely in the hands of the American Minister, 
and no suggestions T could offer had any weight with him, 

I gathered from the Logman that the Valiald’s view was that after such substantial 
blood money had been paid and accepted it was unfair to press him to effect the 
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x, and while waiting for it to 




























































































exemplary chastisement of the men accused 
critical séate of affairs on the frontier and the very strong position of the Kur 
[devoutly hope that I shall not be called 0 mis 
Valiahd by further interference’ in a purely American affair, particular] 
18 no prospect whatever of such interferen i 
lees tle United States’ Minister modifies considerably his present uncompromising 


f the murder, particularly in view of the 








my relations with the 








ing to. a satis 


WRATISLAW. 











Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 





would take asylum at the American Mission and sue for pardon. Should they do so 
without the previous consent of the missionaries, the latter would have to sce them 
through, as it would be contrary to all custom fo give up bastees for unconditional 
punishment, and to do so would expose the missionaries to almost inevitable reprisals, 

For this reason the scheme should be nij 
complications, unless the United States’ Mi 








message gives me reason to doubt) in stating that the United States’ Governmient 
would make no objection, 





ed in the bud, in order to avoid further 
ter is serious (which the tone of lis 








Thaye, &e. 


(Signed) 


[Other Inclosures are not printed.] 











No, 185. 


Tehran, April 24, 1906 
80 of the 27th ultimo, Eliave the honor to 
garding the Urmi case, 
inister emphatically declines o encourage 
sat Urmi in the proposal to allow the Kunis implicated in 
ast” with them. 


WITT reference to my despatch N 
forssned copies of further correspondon 
You wil see that the United States 

{he American missionar 
the Labarce murder to take 
T fear that Mr, Pears 
ease the very strained relations existing bet 
Presbyterian Miss 














nstant to the Rey. W. Shedd can only 
n that gentleman and the American, 











EVELYN GRA 











Inelosure in No, 131. 






Consul-General Wratislam to Mr, B, Grant Duff, 


Tabreez, March 14, 1906. 
gram No. 18 of the 6th ins 
ilenco that my informant 
tliat the Valialid is end 


1 HAVE the honour to inform 











position to know, 
ing to persuade the Kurds 

in the American 
ked me how such a 


















Mission. at) Urmi 
ep would he reyirded 











Mi. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received May 14.) 





Thave, &e, 
ay 








No, 135, 


Liewtenant-Colone! Douglas to Mr. E. Grant Duff, 


ie Lahijan district, with their head-quarters at "Peswa, 






24 miles west of Suj ii 
and that a ‘Turkish Kaimakam has been appointed 
the motives which prompted this action, Jemil Bey told me that the 


erritory, and that the Persian 
frontier, they had found it 


time received your telegram of the 10th 





official view of h 
Customs officials hav 
necessary to protect the 


hut that, to the b 
pment insisted on the exemplary punishment of 





«ition on this particular poi i was that this is Turkish 


last year raised the question of tI 





knowledge, the Unite 











ending troops there, 


Tf Toft to themselves, the Ame 
embrace: oven so. tan 
whole years they hay 
which is a forbidilen land to tl 
‘The United States’ 





missionaries would probably be 
4 solution to a situation which is almost intolerable, 
the district to the west of Urmi, 
so long as thoir differences with the Begzadeh are 
Legation has hitherto, v i 
compromise, on the ground that the murder of United States’ 


admitted of any di 





Deen out off from thei 














izen must not pass 


not consider that the question was one that 
ambassador here, in accordance with instructions, 
hin the last few days addressed on official note in the above sense to the 
Persian Goverment, 


T pointed out that Peswa was to the east of tie disput 


fn the map of the Mixed Commission of 1849-65, and tl 


punishment, but there seems no reason to hope that such punishment 
in the bounds of probability at the present time than it was two yeurs 
Me British miss 





aries are in the 





predicament as thoir 
Another point whi 





must not te lost sight of is the extrem 
onward sufficient evidence to seou: 
the Kurds eventually surrender or be captured, unless the Persian 
a complete volte face and slo 








overnment makes 
self as anxious to punish them as it has hitherto 








It seems evident that the Turks have no intention of wit 
even of discussing the question further, and therefore, unless some other 


intervenes, the Persians have no alternative but either to a 


een gnxious to Shield them, 
don the offenders 
follow the Valiahi’s advice unless th 
theiselves that the latter would discharge the us 
Should such assurance be given, Th 





to expel the intrude 
nd the finances of the 
latter course, which could not fail to end incomplete disaster, 
further loss of territory. 


not proven ” would bes far worse 
it probable that the Ki 
ey received some assurance from the missionaries 

obligation of persons receiving 
little doubt that the accused 


It is difficult to bel 
mntry they 























WRATISLAW, 










Tehran, April 2A, 1906, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy: of a letter’ from Licutenant= 
Colonel J. A. Douglas, Military Attaché of His) 


Injesty's Legation, recording 
conversation with the Turkish M 


itary Attaché regarding the Turco-Persian frontier 


EVELYN GRAND DURE. 











Tehran, April & 
jou that yesterday T had a long conversa 
the Military Attaché to the Turkish Embassy on the subject of the front 

irs that a force of Turkish troops, cor 
iments of cavalry, and a battery of artillery, making a total of about 8,000 men, 
c of Brigadier-General Izzet Pasha, is now in occupation of the whole 

* 1 fortified villa 
jan has been proclaimed a “ sanjak" of Suleimanich, 





of two rogiments of infantry, two 








ited territory, as shown 


i Comm iat the Turks could not 
substantiate any claim to it, which he practically admitted, and he gave me as his 


opinion that the real cause of the Turkish action is the persistent refusal of the Persian 
Government to settle any cases, or to pay any atte 


nto diplomatic representations 
‘on the part of the Ambassador here, till finally the 


Sultan had lost patience and taken 
fhdrawing their troops, or 


‘equiesce in the situation, or 
ve that in the present state of the 
will be so foolish as to adopt the 

and might well entail a 
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T nay add that the usual summer camp outside Tehran is this year to be held some 

er than usual, and will consist of seven or eight “fauj” from the 

districts of Kazvin and Trak, portions of four of which have already arrived. My 

colleague appeared to think that the change of date had some connection with the 

frontier dispute, which it may havei in so far that this question has brouzht prominently, 

to the notice of the Shah and his advisers the serious shortcomings of the armed forces 

of the country. ‘The management of the camp has been intrusted to th -es-Saltanch, 

much to the disgust, [ mderstand, of His Imperial Highness the Minister for War, who 

has consequently left Tehran on a pilgrimage to Kum, 

T have, &e 
(Signed) J, A. DOUGLAS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 

Military st 


























(16425 | No. 136, 
Mr. 


t.) 
ipril 24, 1906, 

[HAVE the honour to report that, after an absence of nearly seven months, 

M J, Naus. the Minister of Customs and Posts, returned Inst Friday to ‘Tehrai 
ii’ Excellency paid me a long visit. yostertay nquired what had been the 
uit of his negotiations with the ‘hurkish Government with regard to the Treaty of 
Commerce, He roplied that. the d been drawn up, but that, up to the 
present, the Sultan had refused te ratify it, 
collency went on to say that ke had been much struck on his return to 
for the worse, The whole enuntry was in a most deplorable 
condition: there was no. money ‘opposition to the Government were 
pverywhere rampant; thore was plague in Seistan; and a dispute was in progress 
with arkey, the conseque 1 it was impossible to foresee, 

His Excellency then made a very startling statement. Me said that he was 
‘inst the Sliah, and intended to make 
altanch on the throne, I inquired whether his 
Bxcellency had any. pos nation concerning his suspicions. He wave an 
ovasive answer, adding, “He (the Grand Vizier) murdered tho Vazir-i-Durbar, and is 
quit capable of putting the Shah out of the way it ir suits bis purpose.” 

Line at present received no information tending to confirm Af, Naus’ suspicions, 
hut lis Excolleney is 1io doubt well posted in what yoes onvat Court, and I repeat his 

tomonts for what they are worth, Lf there were a Palace revolution here presume 
that Ilis Majesty’s Government would support the Vatiahd. 
T have, &e. 





2. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 
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Sec 



















































an attempt. to place the Shoa-e 































(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE. 
{164281 No. 187. 

Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 
(No. 117.) 
Sir ‘Tehran, April 25, 1906. 









1 HAVE t 
the Government of tnd 
At Nasratebad (Scistan), 

T also inélose copy ofa note to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, informing his Exeelleney of 
the names, as fir as Whey have at present been ascertained, of the ringleaders in the 
disturbances. 

Tliave made it quite clear to the Mushired-Dowleh that it is the duty of the 
Persian Goverment and not of Iis Majesty's Consul in Seistan to discover and punish 
the persons instigating and concerned in the riot, and that my furnishing the names, as 
far us they ave known to,us, is a mere act of courtesy. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUE) 


to transmit horowith 
by His Majesty’s Consul 





jes of two despiatches® addressed to 
Seistan regarding the recent riots 
























© Later despatel not printed. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 137. 


Consul Macpherson to Government of India. 
(Confidentia!.) 
Sir, Seistan, March 29, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a Report on the riots in Seistan, of the 
oceurrence of which you have been previously advised by my telegrams of the 27th 
and 28th March respectively. 

On the 26th March the huts for the reception of plague eases from the city were 
completed, and arrangements were made with MI. Cattersel that Hospital Assistant, 
Shaik Ahmad, with the Malik-ul-Hakuma, should proceed to the city on the morning of 
7th and endeavour to induce the relatives of the sick to. allow of their removal to 
hospital. At 180 pat, Hospital Assistant Shaik Ahmad brought a message from 
M. Cattorsel to the effect that he himself would accompany the two native doctors, that 
he had written a letter to M. Zaplotynsky asking him to be present, and that he also 

















left the case. Mirza Sadik Khan, of the Customs Departmen 






Jeave the case, and endeavoured to remoye the woman by foree. Shaik Ahmad then, 
Jeaving the vicinit to the house of the Persian doctor, and very shortly afterwards 
fan excited crowd collected in front of this house, He and the Malik spoke to the 












‘ple, and told them if they lind any grievance, that they: should proceed to the 
Customs office. 

4. About this time news of a disturbance in the city reached the Consulate, and I 
saw Shaik Ahmad, accompanied by a large crowd, leave the gate of the city Shaike 
‘Ahmad and the better dressed people in the mob proceeded to the Customs office, 
while the remainder, in all about 250 persons, eame in the direetion of the plague huts, 
Which are situated about 150 yards from the Consulate Hospital. 1 at once gave orders 
for the escort to fall in, and, accompanied by Captain Kelly, proceeded to the Consulate 
Hospital, which, owing to its proximity to. the plague Ils, would probably invite the 
attention of the mob, and as it is outside the high wall surrounding the Consulate there 
wvas nothing to prevent the people entering and destroying the place. On arriving at 
the hospital I spoke to one of the rioters, and lie informed me that the people had no 
tause of complaint against the Consulate, but that they objected to their sick bein, 
Fomoved to the Plague Hospital, and to their women being examined! ; he also state 
that a corpse of a Mahominedan had been burnt that day by the Customs officers 

5. By this time the main crowd of the rioters had destroyed the plague huts, and 
were returning to the city, the road passing in front of the Consulate Hospital, ‘They 
Uppeared to be very excited, and as soon as they saw Captain Kelly and myself they 
cee tnenced to shout, wave their sticks, and throw lamps of hardened mud in our 
diection; the people who were close to us appeared to be better disposed, and endeavoured 
{o prevent this hostile demonstration, but their efforts were futile, and the rioters came 
tn with a rush, We withdrew inside the Consulate wall, and while doing so 1 was struck 
tn the arm, Captain Kelly was struck on the shoulder, Jemadar Fazal Rahaman was 
Mtiuck on the arm, as was also the compounder of the hospital. ‘Phe crowd then entered 
the hospital and destroyed most of the furniture and all the medicines which happened 
fe be on the shelves. They also endeavoured to burst, in the door leading to the 
Consulate grounds, and one inan climbed partly over the wall He was warned that if 
he came any farther he would be shot, and a pistol was discharged over his head, where- 
lie retired, and the erowd withdrew, 

































* Vide Shails Atmad's Report, attacked, 
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6, When passing the main entrance to the Consulate, on their way back to the 
city, the crowd halted and threw stones at the gate, but they did not attempt to climb 
the walls at this place ; they then proceeded towards the Customs office, and as Hospital 
Assistant Shaik Ahmad was last seen going in that direction { weut there with the 
escort, On the way we passed through the mob, sone of whom were well-disposed, and 
cleared a way for us, but others in the background threw pieces of briek and sticks in 
our direction, none of which, however, did any harm. On arriving at the Customs 
office 1 found that the Russian Consul with a party of Cossacks had already arrived 
there, and they had not been in any way molested by the crowd, Shaik Abmad was 
also here, and he had suffered no illstreatment, but Mirza Sadik Khan had been badly 
eaten, and his clothes had been torn off by the mol 

Both M. Nekrassof and M, Cattersel were convinced that the riot was caused by 
the Persian doctor and the telegraph master, and while discussing the event a letter 
was received by M. Nekrassof. He informed us that it contained news that emissaries 
had heen sent to Bunjar, and that the people of Bunjar were coming in to attac 
Russian Consulate 

7. Uthen returned to the Consulate, taking Shaik Ahmad with me, and proceeded to 
put the jlacein a state of defence. ‘Phere were in all fifteen men of the escort and 
four British officers available, about twenty Afghans, who happened to be in the eity, 
also came and offered their services. ‘These men were divided tp and posted to different 
Positions, a few being armed with spare rifles and shot guns belonging to the officers, 
‘and the remainder were supplied with sticks. ‘The gates were strengthened, but the 
perimeter of the Consulate is s0 extonsive that it would not have been possible to hold 
the outer wall if the place were attacked in force. 

he people remained in a very excited state all day, and a Majilis was held whieh 

usted well on into the night; they were all sworn on the Koran that they would join 
forces vith the inhabitants of the surrounding towns and attack the Customs office 
ni the morning, as the ill-feeling appears to be principally directed against the Belian 
olticors 

8, The inhabitants of the Consulate remained on the alert all night, but no 
disturbance took place, Barly in the morning a letter was received from the’ Deputy. 
Governor, in reply to one which I had previously written him warning him of his 
rospousibilities. Le informed me that he had sent men to Bunjar and to. the 
surromiding towns, and that he hoped tie would be able to prevent a renewal of the 
disturbances 

4), On the 28th the people remained in w very excited condition, and T heard that 
rumours were being spread to the effect that a corpse had beon exhumed by the 
Customs Department, and that the medicines which hind been given to the people had 


poixoned them. Talso heard thnt some of the people object to being treated by Shaik 
Mimi, 


lu the afternoon the Deputy-G 





























the 












































eriior paid me a visit, and after expressing his 
Fouret at the occurrences of yesterday, he inspected the vrucked biospital; but although 
he wag willing to admit tha the attack was cutirely unprovoked, he stated that he did 
not think itadvisable to arrest the ringleaders at present, as he had not sufficient force 
‘ut his disposal to cope with an extensive riot, involving the surrounding towns; he 
promised, however, to collect his men, and when he has a force suliciently strong to 
punish the lenders, 


10. Strong parties were again posted at the different gates during the night, and 
the Consulate remained in a state of siege, 

11, On the 29th, as the plague is spreading rapidly, the Mullahs de 
tuerifice « goat, and this animal was accordingly led round the 
linge crowd with a band and some bantiers, They we 
they passed close to the Consulate, 

12, Towards midday a mob was observed approaching from the direction of Bunjar; 
they were met by the Mustofi, whom at first they treated with contempt, but he was 
backed up by some of the Mullatis, who persuaded the Syeds to depute a small number 
of their leading men to go into the city and lay their grievances before the Deputy- 
Governor, 


18, ‘The Mustofi subsequently came and reported to me that the grievances of the 
Bunjaris were as follows :— 

(1.) ‘That Sultan Mahomed, a British trader, who had gi 
the day of the riot, was to be expelled the country 
punishinent. 

(2) That Sadik Khan, the Customs Mi 




















ided to 
; accompanied by a 
not actively hostile, although 





















n religious abuse on 
or handed over to them for 





an, and Hospital Assistant Shaik Ahmad 









un 
had stripped and examined women at Daudi, and had burnt a Koran amongst the effects 
‘of an infected person, 


(8:) That the Belgians should be prohibited from any interference in plague work, 
which the people would carry out themselves, 

(4.) That the practice of Seistanis being employed as news-writers by the Russians 
and British was to be prohibited, 


(5.) That a written agreement was to be taken that none of the rioters of the first 
day were to be punished. 





18. The Mustof, after assuring me that we had nothing to fear, as the people were 
really excited only against the Belgians—the attack on our hospital having been an 
unpremeditated act, subsequently much regretted by the people—rejoined the Deputy- 
Governor at the telegraph office. 

14, During the course of the afternoon the crowds gradually dispersed, and by 
evening all seemed quiet. 

15. I should haye mentioned that on the first. day after the attack on the hospital, 
and when our position seemed critical, as emissaries had then been sent to all the 
surrounding villages to stir up the people, and there was every probability of n general 
rising, [sent an urgent message to Mr. Hughes, A:D.S.P., at’ Robat requesting him to 
bring up with the least possible delay the reserve of levies at that post to reinforce the 
Consulate guard, 

T ventured to take the above responsibility on myself, as a delay of at least three 
days would have occurred had | first telegraphed for sanction to His Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran, and at least six days in the event of a reference being made to the Govern. 
ment of India. Owing to two sowars of the Consulate escort having accompanied 
Captain Keyes, and two more being on duty at Lutak in charge of the grain depot 
there, while a fifth was sick, only one Jemadar and fourteen men remained at my 
disposal here with a total of less than 4,000 rounds of ammunition, and this force was 
altogether inadequate for the situation which then threatened, 

Ltrust therefore that my action, which seemed a most necessary and justifiable 
precaution to take, will not meet with disupproval, 

16. With reference to the allusions in my telegrams rogarding the Russians being 
the real instigators of the riot, a number of facts pointing to this conclusion have come 
to my notice, but as I do not wish to delay this Report, and as the post is about to leave, 
this matter will be made the subject of a separate report, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A.D. MACPHERSON, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul for Seistan and Kain, 









































Tnelosure 2 in No, 197, 


Hospital Assistant Shaik Ahmad's Statement, 





ON the morning of the 27th March, the day on which the disturbances took placo, 
by onder of th mmission I went to the city with Sadik Khan (the Customs! 
Mirza) to try to induce ¢ertain persons who were ill of the plague, and their relatives, &e, 
to leave their hiomes and zo into a small segregation camp which had been erected for 
them near the British Consulate Hospital, We induced some six persons to go to the 
segregation camp (one of whom was actually ill of the plague) without much difficulty 
and without any opposition. I then suggested to Sudik Khan that: we should visit the 
Persian doctor, and ask him to co-operate with us; he, however, wished to sce one other 
plague ease first, and we accordingly did so, ‘This case was that of a woman sick of the 
plague, but unwilling to leave her home, and her son (a young man about 22 yeurs of 
age) coming in shortly after our arrival also refused to let her go, Sadik Khan pressed 
her, and seemed ready to resort to foree if she persisted in her refusal, In view of my 
instructions, which forbade me to even approach ansthing in the nature of compulsory 
measures, I did not feel justified in pressing the woman farther, and, leaving Sadik 
Khan with the woman, went to the house of the Persian doctor which was elose by. 
When Ileft no people had collected, and the only persons in the house were Sadik 
Khan, the ill woman, one son aged about 22/years, two younger sons, and one other man, 
Sadik Khan and the elder son were arguing somewhat acrimoniously, 1 found the 
Persian doetor in, and remained with him talking and smoking for about one hour, wo 
then heard a hubbub outside, and the servants informed us that a disorderly crowd ‘had 





































































collected with grievances eoncerning the measures taken to suppress the plague, The 
Persian doctor instructed tliem to admit one or two of the leading men, who could act 
as spokesmen ; several were admitted. 

hey stated that the disease in th 
epidemic to which they were periodically i : 
force being used to compel them to leave their homes. ‘The Persian doctor replied that 
tlie question of plague was one he and myself were competent to decide, and that any 
evanee they had should be laid before the President of the Sanitary Committee. 
ile declared himself ready to accompany them at once to the Customs house, and we 
aceorlingly went there, On our way we heard a good deal of noise proceeding from the 
House of the sick woman, with whom T bad left Saik Khan, and I understood that he 
had been trying to forcibly disinfect the house, A section of the crowd, accompanied by 
myself ani the Persian doctor, proceeded to the Customs house, the rest branched off 
towards the British Consulate. 

Twas not present when Sadik Khan was beaten, though I heard about it later, 
‘The erowd did not attempt to molest me or the Persian doctor, In reality the crowd 
originally consisted of a number of persons who intended to lay their complaints quietly 
hetore the Persian ductor, but while on their way to his house happened on a further 
case of “zum” in the shape of Sadik Khan trying to foreibly disinfect the abore- 
mentioned woman's house, which so inflamed them that they got entirely out of hand 

(Signed) Shatk AHMAD, 











city was not plague, but was some other 
ble, and in any case they objected to 






































‘Pakew in my presence and liearing, 
Signed) ©. Daukes, Vice-Consul. 








Mareh 


Tnelosure 8 in No. 187. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
April 25, 1 
(WHE Meltahces-Saltanch recently inquired on behalf of your Excellency, 
{ could furnish him with the names of the ringleaders in the attack on His Majesty's 
Consulate on the 27th ultimo, 
james of tle persons are, as far as have been ascertained, as follows :— 


1, Mullah Mahomed Taki, 

2, Mullaly Mahomed Hussein. 
8. Haji Khorashadi, 

4, Hassan Khorashadi. 
5, Mahomed Hussain, of 
6. Mujtehif Shaikh R 

















Lmay aid that Haji Khorashadi, and Hassan Khorashadi were actually present 

when the dispensary was wreeked 
Th sending the names of these porsons to your Excellency T desire to make it quite 

clear that my doing so is a mere act of courtesy, and that it is no part of the duty of 

tither His Majesty's Legation or of His Majesty's Consul in Seistan to identify the 

Insligators of the recent riot, The duty to arrest and punish these offenders rests, as 

your Excolleney: is of course aware, with the Persian Government, who are doubtless 

he matier their serious 0 

















(16429) No, 138, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 
(No. 118), 
Sir, Tehran, April 25, 1906. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events in Persia 
whieh haye not been recorded in separate despatches, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE. 
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Inclosure in No. 138. 





Monthly 


“nmnairy. 


Meshed. 





INSTRUCTIONS have been sent to the Khabir-es-Sultaneh to repair the telegraph 
ine from Meshied to Darra Gez and also to construct the line which has for some time 
projected trom the latter place to the Russian frontier near Artik, 

M, Dmitriey, the Manager of the Russian Bank at Meshed, has lately returned 
there from a visit to’ Tehran, Major Sykes has heard that among other things he was 
able to arrange that no objections would be raised to the extension of the Russian 
cantonment at Takkiabad, outside Meshed, and M, Dmitriey also hinted that the 
subject of the Meshed-Askhabad and Meshed Tehran roads had bee 8 

3, Captain Battye, who travelled from Askhabad to Meshed at the end of March, 
reported that the road was at that time very'dangerous, mainly owing to the snow. ‘The 
Journey took five days. 

4, A Russian General (named Velisoff?), accompanied by six Turkoman Cossucks, 
has lately been travelling in the neighbourhood of Bujnurd and the Yamut country. 
‘He was supplied with some presents by the Consul-General at Meshed, 

. A raid is reposted on the Afghan frontier, in which seven camels were carried off 
from near Zorabad, opposite Zulfikar. 

§. The Naiyer-ed-Dowleh (Inte Governor-General of Khorasan and now Governor 
of Tehran) is said to have obtained the monopoly of working the turquoise mines at 
Nishapur for five years in return for a payment of 200,000 tomans (about 86,0001, 

‘he Governor of Heart has informed Major Sykes officially that there is no 
plague anywhere in Afghanista 

8, he Russian doctor (Dr. Frank), who has been deputed to Birjand for quarantine 
purposes, left Meslied on the Gth April, He was accompanied by an interpreter, three 
Russian Cossacks, and three Turkoman sowars. ‘Telegrams were sent {rom the Prime 
Minister and Mushir-cd-Dowleh ordering that all possible assistance should be given 
to him. 

9, There was an attempt ata bread riot in Meshed on the Gth April, but nothing. 
oceurred, and the people were persuaded to disperse, On the 8th the discontent 
‘asstimed more serious proportions, and a demonstration was made against the Governor« 
General. During the riot three people were killed, including the ringleader, a Russian 
subject ; and, owing to the vigorous action taken, order was quickly restored, and by the 
10th the bazaars were again open, 




























































Seistan. 


1. Grain is at present extremely scarce in Sefstan, and bread is snid to be unobtain- 
able in the city, Captain Macpherson hing succeeded, liowever, in obtaining considerable 
atts for the use of the troops arriving al Robat, chroogh the Toel Chet, Puvdil 
an. 

A complaint was made to Mr. Grant Dui in March. that Hix Majesty's Vieo- 
Consul at Kub-i-Malek-Siah had hoisted a flag on ground that way Persian territory, 
On inquiry it was found that in accordance with Mabommedan custom the man’s wite 
liad placed a piece of yellow rag on a shrine in the neighbourhood, an incident, which 
the local froutier officer considered of sufficient importance’ to justify an, official com= 
plaint to the Central Government. 

3, The telegraph line from Meshed has now been repaired!as far as Seistan. 

4, M. Molitor left Seistan on the 21st March, His relations with our Consular 
officials during his stay in Seistan have always been very cordial, and on his departure 
one of the clerks, with six sowars, was sent to 5 off. A deputation of Sayyads also 
ome in to thank him for his exertions on their behalt 

5. A Persian doctor, the Malik-ul-Hukuma, reached Scistan for duty in connection 
with plague at the end of March, He is said to be well disposed towards us, 

1617] 26 
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Kernan, 


‘The Firman Rirma arrived at Ardistan, seven stages from Kerman, at the 
of April. : 

The Karguzar of Mohammerah has heen appointed to represent Persia at the 
I meting held to settle local disputes on the Baluch frontier. 
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atl, 








1. Arun on the branch of the Imperial Bank commenced on the 24th Mareh, but 
fnnd it well prepared to, mect all demands, ‘This was doubtless in connection with 
sinilar attempts to diseredit the Bank at Tehran and other places. 

Tris again reported tliat the ronds in the neighbourhood of Yezd are unsafe, and 
es are ut frequent pecurrenc: 








robbe 


Shiraz. 





the Province of Fars continues, and Mr. Grahame has been 
ions Persians who wished to obtain British protection for their estates 
‘sh rubberies on the Bushire and other roads are reported, and much 
inconvenience has been eaused to merchants and others by the impressment of all mules 
i at Shiraz for the transport of the anderonn of His Imperial Highness the Shoas 
‘A portion of these ladies lett on the 7th April. 
i growing 
Muiklisis to take any decisive measures. It ts reported that the Mirakhor and. * 
Dashi” of the Sho »Saltanch were seized as hostages on the 
Kinsmen of the Kashgat Chief, Muhammad Massan Khan, who 
prisoner ti Shira, 


Phe unrest 
‘approuched by va 
in the diste 













of discontent at the elay'on the part of the Vazirat- 
rarrash 


by 
e 












vad to, Ispalia 
been for some ti 





Ispalan. 





1. Sinco his return from Europe the Zil-os Sultan has been busy reeouping 
the expenses of his journey. Even bis'sous have apparently not been exe 
Ivix exactions, and those of them who hold small yovernorships have hind their posts sold 
to (he highest bidders. 
4A run on the Imperial Bonk took place last month, and tasted about a 
fortnight. 








Tabrees. 





1, Krom ‘Tabreer it is reported that a ‘Vurkish Lieutenant, with a sinall party of 
soldiets, his crosseil the fronticr into Dasht, where he is said to have enrolled 
700 Kutds as irreularcavalty, ‘The Turks have also seized the eustom-house at Jaurma, 
whence they ejected the Persian employés. 

2, \ rin on the Vabreez branch of the Imp 
the Bank had no difficulty: in me 
proportions. 











Bank began on the Sth April, but 
1 all demands, and it never assumed. serious 














(Signed) . DOUGLAS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Mililary Attaché. 





Tehran. 












M, Naus, who proceeded to Constantinople earl 
inission to conchide Commercial Treaty with the Turkish Government, has at length 
retuned (o Tehran, He arrived on the 20th April, and a short distance outside ‘Tehran 
hy inet the Shah who happened to be shooting quail in some fields near the high road. 
His Majesty exchanged some words with M. Naus, and expressed his satisfaction at his 
return, The following day M, Nans had a formal audience of His Majesty, at which the 
Giand Vizier and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh were present. When M. Naus retired the 
Grand Vizier was closeted with the Shah for over an hour. M, Naus subsequently 


October last, ostensibly ona 
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called on His Majesty's Chargé «Affaires and discussed the political situation with him, 
which has been reported in a separate despatch, 

‘The clergy do not seem likely to renew th 
present. 

The Tureo-Persian frontier question is still pending, and feeling in Government 
circles is acute respecting the high-handed action of the Turkish Government on the 
Lahijan border, ‘The present pliase of the dispute hias heen fully reported in separate 
despatches. 

‘The Bakhtiari Khas are about to assemble at Tehran with the object of composing 
the differences which have arisen between them. Semsam-es-Sultane! and Shahab-cs- 
Sultaneh have been here sone time ; Shuja-es-Sultan will return shortly from Meshed ; 
‘and Haji Ali Kuli Klan is due to-day or to-morrow, ‘They propose to inyoke the 
assistance of His Majesty's Chargé @’Affaires in tho matter which affects the D'Arcy 
oil enterpri: 

‘The clergy have been much quieter lately, though a prominent member of their 
party, named laji Sheilh-ue-Reis, spoke very openly in the pulpit urging the people to 
demand reforms, and was consequently threatened by the Government with expulsion, 
‘Though this ecclesiastic is reputed to hea member of the Bohai sect, he openly professes 
the tencts of Islam. He was consequently supported by the leading Mujtcheds, who 
intimidated the Shah into reversing the oriizinal order for his expulsion, ‘The Sheikh ig 
i terms with His Majesty’s Legation, and turned to us in the moment of 
trouble, bit it was furtuiately not necessary even to take tnofficial steps on his behalf, 
fs iis clerical friends were quite strong: enough to support him, 

‘Phe Shiai is apparently in the exjoyment of comparatively good health, and, in 
conversation with his courtiers, again projects a visit fo Burope for next, spring, It is 
difficult to conceive that His Majesty can be fully ware of the critical situation of the 
‘country, though some assert that nothing is kept from him, 

Tis reported that the Goyernorship of Khorassan has been offered to th 

-es-Sultwuch, but that His Highness has refused it 
Momtahan-cs-Sultaneh, a member of the Foreign Office, whose Inst post was that 
of Consul-General at Bagdad, has beon appointed on a special mission to Seistan in 
connection with the troubles which have lately occurred there, 





agitation against him just at 
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Aivrvens dealt with in separate Despatehes, 
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(16430) No. 13% 
Mr. Ey Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 





i ‘Tehran, April 25, 1906. 

I TLAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty's Consul-General at ‘Tabreez, regarding the serious state of affairs on the 
Porso-turkish frontier, especially in the district hetween Souj Bulak and Urmi, 

‘As you are aware, the head-quarters of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mission 
to the Nestorians is at Urmi. In these circumstances, I ventured in my telesram of 
tonday’s date to suggest that His Majesty’s Government should warn both the Persian 
‘nd Turkish Governments that they. will be held responsible for the lives and property 
Of British subjects in the districts likely to be alfected by the strained relations 
existing between the Porte and the Government. of His by the Shah. 


Thave, &. , 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUE! 




































Consul-General Wratistaw to Mr. E, Grant Duff. 
(No. 21)), 
Sin, Tabrees, April 10, 1906, 

WII reference to your despatch No. 14 of the Bist March, on the subject of the 
W Persian frontive dispute, 1 have the honoue to report that Mukarrem-es-Sultanch, 
cmbor of the Boundary Commission, has left for Souj Bulak, after a sojourn of 
‘oral days in abr 
uukiirromeeseSultanch’s special functions on the Commission appear to be. those 
of Milmandar, He hay taken with hin a largo stock of sparkling and other wines of 
dubious vintages, with which it is proposed to dull the intellects of the Turkish 
‘Commission. 

Meanwhile the state of alfairs all alon 
specially in. the district of Soldouz, between Souj Bulak and ig the 
country. They have recently murdered a Nestorian priest and his wife in their house 
in Soldouz, where the inhabitants, both Mussulman and Christian, are ansious to flee, 
i only they had somew! fuse. 








Tin 




















Kurds, 
















The position of t sin aud around Mawana continues to be very 
critival, 
L have, &e. 
(Signed) A. WRATISLAW. 





(16431) No. 110. 
Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 


120.) 





i Tehran, April 25, 1906. 

WIPIL reference to my telegram No, 108 of the 19th instant, T have the honour 
to transmit herowith a eopy of « note to the Persian Government, regarding the netion 

ian telegraph Clerks at Nastatabad, Seistan, in demolishing the boundary 

s erected by Itis Majesty's Consul and tho Persian authorities on certain and 
ined for the ise of a British Indian trader. 

1 also inclose a note which I have addressed to the Russian Chargé d'Affaires 
with rexard to the matter, M, de Somow has promised to inquire into the ease, At 
in interview I had yestenday with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, his Excellency informed 
THe tliat the local authorities had confirmed the account of the incident given by 
Captain Macpherson and that he had asked M. de Somow for an explanation. 

T hiave, &e. 

(Signed) | “EVELYN GRANT DUEE. 
























ny 
Inclosure 1 in No, 140. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dawleh. 


(Translation.) Tehran, April 19, 1906. 

HIS Majesty’s Consul in Seistan reports that, on the 17th instant, the Itisham- 
ul-Vezareh, on behalf of the Persian Government, formally marked out and delivered 
to him a plot of land, which had been previously selected, with the knowledge and 
concurrence of the local authorities, and was destined for the use of a British Indian 
trader. ‘The limits of the land granted was marked out by pillars. Immediately after 
the departure of the Itisham-ul-Vezareh, two Russian telegraph signallers, accompanied 
by several Seistanis, came to the spot and proceeded to demolish the pillars erected by 
the Itisham-ul-Vezareh and His Majesty's Consul, alleging that the ground belonged 
to them. 

As the land was marked out and handed over by an officer of the Persian Govern. 
‘ment, it would appear unlikely that there is any foundation to the claim put forward 5 
Dut, even supposing that it is @ just one, Iam convinced that your Excellency will 
agece with me that the Russians referred to had no right to take violent measures or, 
indeed, in any way to interfere in the matter, which, if there was auy doubt as to its 

ship, was one for discussion between the Consulates of the two Powers and the 

authorities. 

T have the honour to request your Excellency to give onters for the re-erection of 
the pillars erected to mark out te ground. In the meantimo, I have brought the 
matter to the knowledge of His Majesty's Government and the Russian Legation, 

Tavail, &e. 
(Signed) LYN GRAN! DUBP, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 140, 
Mr E. Grant Duff to M. de Somow. 


M. le Chargé d’Affaires, Teheran, le 19, Avril, 1906. 

TAI Thonneur dattirer votre attention sur le fait suivant qui s'est passé au 
Seistan lo 17 courant :— 

L'Itisham-ul-Vezareh, de In part du Gouvernement Porsan, le jour préindiqué, a 
Aélimité et délivré au Consul do So Majesté Britannique un terrain X Nasratabad 
destinég A usage d'un marehand Anglo-Indien. Les limites du terrain en question 
Gaient_marquées par des pil fmmédiatement aprds le départ de W'Ttishamn-ul- 
Vezarwh, deux télégraphistes Russes, accompagnés de quelques Seistanis, sont arrives 
et sins que le Consul de Sa Majesté ait eu Ia mioindre communication avee lv Consul 
Russe aut sujet du terrain se sont mis i détruire les piliers susmentionnés en allégant 
que le terrain leur appartenait, 

Méme en supposant que ces prétensions sont bien fondées, fai de tn peine 2 croixe 
que vous appronyerez la fagon dagir des télégraphistes Russes. Je yousisaurai gré de 
me communiquer votre manidre de voir, 

En attendant je n'ai pas manqué de saisir le Gouven 
Pincident, 








ement de Sa Majesté de 


Te profite, &e 
(Signed) VELYN GRANT DUFF. 








(16432) No, 141, 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 14.) 


ir, Tehran, April 26, 1906, 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 68 of the 28rd instant, [have the honour to 
transinit herewith a copy of a note to the Persian Government on the subject of the 
‘Tarco-Persian frontier dispute, 

1 saw the Musbir-ed-Dowleh on the 24th instant, and in accordance with your 
instructions informed his Exeellency that, in view of the present unconciliatory attitude 
of the Pers 2 Government on various outstanding questions, His Majesty’s Government 

(uesz 2H 

















‘are not inclined to take any action beyond the strict limits of the obligations imposed 
by Treaty. His Exeelleney took the message down on paper, and then inquired in what 
way the Persian Government had shown themselves unconciliatory. I replied that for 
the lnst two or three years, as his Excelloney was well aware, scarcely a single one of 
our many outstanding elaims had been settled while the action of the Persian Govern. 
ment as regards the Seistan Water Award, the attacks on our officers, the Kub-i-Malik 
Siali telegraph extension, and many other maitters, had produced the impression on His 
Majesty's Government that the Government of the Shalt was deliberately un 
Giliatory, ‘Phe Mushir-ed-Dowich said he was extremely sorry that such an impression 
had been made, aud if 1 would send him a list of outstanding questions and claims he 
‘would do his best to get them settled, T answered that all of our claims had constantly 
een placed hefore him and pressed during the last two years, but after the departure 
of the monthly courier I vould again send his Excellency’ list of the various questions 
‘ind claims His Majesty's Government desired the Persian Government to settle. 

T am happy to. say that His Majesty's Consul-General_ at Bushire reports that a 
serious attempt is being made by the Gorernor of the Gulf Ports to settle some of our 
very nuinerous claims in that region. 
























I have, &, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE. 





Inelosure in No. 141. 





Mr. B, Grant Duff  Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Tehran, April 24, 1906, 

1 Secretary of State for 
.e of the conversation | liad the honour to have with you on 
the 2¥nd instant regarding the frontier dispute between Persia and Turkey. 

Sir Baward Grey has instructed me to. inform y 
Ambassador snd the Russian Ambassador at Constanti 
the Persian Ambassador, who is doubtless keeping the 
Shah informed of the progress of thi i 





1 DID not fail to communicate to His Majesty's Prine 
Foreign Alain the substa 

















ple 
overnment of His Majesty the 
negotiations in respect to the trontier question. 











(16433) No. 142. 


Grant Duff to Sir Bieard Grey. —(Received May WU) 








(No. 122, 
Sir, Tehran, April 26, 1906, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 52 of the 27th February last, T have the 
honour to transinit herewith eopy of  despatelt from His Majesty's Consul in Seistan 
rogniling the steps lie lias taken to mect Russian intrigue locall 
Talso inelose « copy of a note from the Administrator of Customs, showing that, 
the Porsian Governmont haye not taken quarantine measuresagainst Afghanistan, 
Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 



















Tnolosure 1 in No, 142, 


Consul Macpherson to Mr. Ey. Grant Duff 
Confidential) 





Seistan, March 5, 1906, 
1 HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of the plague in Seistan. 

Tn my letter dated the 27th January to the Secretary to the Gi 
India in the Foreign Department, forwarded to you under cover of m 
of the sume date, 1 suxgested two alternative lines of action to meet possible develop- 
monts of Russinn activity. One of these proposals was that, in the event of Russ 
intrigue failing to develop to an injurious extont, the local Sanitary Council should he 
dissolved, and the Director of Plague Operations should he at liberty to consult the 
British and Russian doctors on parely medical matters. 4 

In the reply of His Majesty’s Government, repeated to me in your t 

























am 
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No. 35 of the Ist instant, it was laid down that “Russian intrigue should, if possible, 
be met locally.” 

Thave now the honour to report that Dr, Zaplotynski’s somewhat crude attempts 
to belittle hospital assistant Sheikh Ahmed’s services, to have the Consular post 
stopped, and generally gain political advantage out of his position, have merely 
restilted in M. Molitor regarding all his proposals with suspicion. 

‘Although Dr. Zaplotynski originally protested very strongly against the limitations 
to the meetings of the Sanitary Council proposed by ns, our object has been gradually 
gained; the Council lias not met for three weeks, and Mf. Molitor Jins expressed his 
intention of not summoning it till absolutely necessary 

‘T may mention liere that in the procés-verbal of the Sanitary Couneil of Tehran 
(48th Meeting on the Sth January) itis stated that the President had already addressed 
aletter to the Grand Vi that the modical arrangements in Seistan 
Could be intrusted to Dr Zaplotynski, assisted by the native doctor of the British 
Consulate. 

The Sub-Committee of the local Council was formed at my suggestion, and now. 
that it has served its purpose in curtailing Dr, Zaplotynski’s sphere of action, it can 
serve no object as lons as the arrangements are in the liands of an impartial official, 

2, ‘The question of Russian interference to the north of Seistan now takes the 
more important place, While the Russians could hinder our trade by supporting the 
imposition of quarantine at Kuhsi-Malik Siah, they maintained that’ the plague had 
FO arradin, but, now that quarantine hay been ‘removed, tere 
wns that they are endeavouring to prove Afghanistan to he infected, with the obj 
Of cither strenethening their hands on the Turbat-Karez cordon, or of obtaining a 
greater share in the arrangements at Bandan and on the Kain-Afghan frontier. 

3, Ltrust that before this letter arriyes in Tohran to more hospital assistants 
vill have been dispatched by the Government of India, and, as Captain Kelly is also 
necompanied by 1 hospital assistant, we shall thus have three men to be posted 
wherever may be considered most neecssary. 

Tt lias been suggested that Dr. Claranger should be relieved at Nasratabad by a 
Hospital assistant, so tliat his serviees would he available for employment at Bandan or 

hon to the north of Seistan. ‘This scems a desirable precaution, as. Russian 
irigue, not being likely to extend ns far south as Nastatabad Sipi, and there not 
Heine much comuunication between Seistan and Persian Baluchistan, the services of 
4 Buropean doctor would hanly seem to be necessary there, whereas to the north we 
shoulit be prepared for any developments. 

“4. As out success in obtaining control of the various quarantine posts. which Lave 
hoon established has been largely, if not entirely, due to our having had four medical 
men within reach, it would appear that this. is thie best poliey to follow, especially. as 
it is almost certain that additional men will be required in the near future for duty on 

frontier, ‘The most effectual method of dealing with the local 
» proper would also appear to he to put inas many hospital assistants 
as possible, whose services tho Persian Government would find it hard to refaso, as by 
ane we should gmdially obtain the chief sharo of the modieal arrangements 

‘at the quarantine posts surrounding Seistan, 
letter arv being forwarded to. the Secretary to the Government of 
Majesty's Consul-Gonoral for 























































































Copies of th 








India in the Poreign Department, and His Britannic 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "A, D, MACPHERSON, Captain, 


‘Khorasan. 





ee 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 142. 







M, Prien to Mr. E. Grant Duft 











M. le Chargé d’Affaires, Teheran, le 7 Avril, 1996, 

COMME suite i votre lettre en date du 2 Avril courant, j'ai Phonneur de vous 
faire connaitre que le Gouvernement Persan n'a pas preserit de mesures quarantensires 
contre les provenances Afghan 














profite, &e. 
PRIEM, [Adiministratewr des Dowanes. 
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(16435) No. 143. 


Mr. E. Grant Dug to Sir Edward Grey —(Received May 14.) 
(No. 124,) 
Sir, Tehran, April 26, 1906. 

WITH reference to your telegrams Nos. 54 and 62 of the 7th and 19th instant, T 
lve the honour to transmit herewith copies of correspondence with the Persian 
Government on the subject of the recent disturbances at Nasratabad, Seistan. 

So far as I am aware, the Persian Government haye, up to the present, made 
no attempt to arrest the persons who instigated, or were concerned in, the riot. 

‘The Deputy-Governor and most of the other local officials, together with the 
soldiers yarrisoning Nasratabad, would appear to have left the town, and on Tuesday 
the Mushir-id-Dowlch informed me that the Frontier Officer, Itisham-ul-Vezarei, had 
telegraphed to him, briefly stating that he was tired of Seistan and had left for'Tehran, 
A sjrcial official, named Momtahen-es-Saltanch, has been ordered to. proceed with all 
dispatch to Scistan, but T gather from the Mushired-Dowleh that it will be very 
dificult to persuade him to leave Tehran. 

Tn order to allay popular excitement at Nasratabad and opposition to Quarant 
Regulations, Chaves at the suggestion of Wis Majesty's Consul in Scistan, proposed 
to the Persian Government that a prominent Moliah should be appointed both to the 

1 anid to the Seistan Sinitary Councils, ‘This would, think, have the effect of 

ig the people and convineing them that there is nothing in the measures for 
ing thy plague antagonistie to the Mahommedan religion, 
will see that in his note of the 17th instant the Mushir-ed-Dowlel again 
ty sanction the linkingeup of Kus k Sial and Nasratabad by a 
ine. 
seanltt Persian Contac destined to enforce quarantine in Sista are state tobe 
leaving here t 
























































Thave, ée, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAN 





DUFF. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 143, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

(Wtvanstation,) March 81, 1906, 

WINIL reference to our conversation on the evening of Wednesday last, in regard 
to the riot at Nasratabad, have the honour to inform you that the dispensary of 
lis Majosty’s Consulate was practically destroyed by the populace on the 27th March, 
tho daniage including the furniture and outer doors of the hospital 

Tn addition to Dr, Kelly and Captain Maephiorson, who were struck by 
compounder of the dispensary recetyed a severe contusion on the arm. 

__L shall, on learning the iletails of the damage done by the mob to the property of 
Tis Majesty's Gove) to British subjects, profer a claim 
for the amount ays 

1 learn from 
exeitemont still pr 
intentions, scoms powerless to deal with the populace, 

His Majesty's Consul considers the situation dangerous, and T need hardly 
impross on your Excellency the necessity of dealing effectually and promptly with it. 
Tshould be obliged if you would kindly let me know, as soon as possible, what steps 
ane being taken to protect His Majesty's Consulate and to punish the persons guilty 
of the attack on Captain Macpherson, his staff, and on the Consular dispensary, 









clods, the 





























Tnclosure 2 in No. 143. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
(Translation. April 2, 1906, 
LIS Majesty's Consul in Seistan reports that the situation at Nasratabad is again 
very sevions, und that the Mollabs of that town intend to demand certain concessions, 
which, ifnot granted, they propose to enforce, 
Tam confident that the Persian Government are doing, and will eontinue to 




























do, all they can to protect the British subjects resident in Nasratabad, and it is 
scarcely necessary for me to point out to your Excellency the importance which His 
‘Majesty’s Government attach to the speedy restoration of order in Seistan and to the 
punishment of the persons implicated in the attack on His Majesty's Consul and the 
Consulate dispensary. 





Se 





Inclosure 3 in No. 143, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 





(ranslation.) __ April , 1906, 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that details of the recent, riot in Nasratabod, 
involving an attack on His Majesty's Consul and the destruction of the Consular 
dispensary, have been laid before His Majesty's Government, — tr < 

Tam instructed by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Aifairs 
to impress upon your Excellency the gravity of the situation in Seistan, and to state 
that the Persian Government will be held’ responsible for any damage which may 
crue to the lives and property of British subjects resident: in that province, 
ww of the necessity which recent events in Seistan have more than ever 
demonstrated for the establishment of direct: telegraphic communication between 
Nasratabad and Kuh-iMalik Sith, 1 am directed again to draw your Excellency’ 
attention to the urgency of permission being granted for the immediate construction of 
the line in question. 



























Inclosure 4 in No. 143 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dovleh, 


(Translation. April 14, 1906, 
Cora aty's Consul in Sciston informs me that the Deputy-Governot of that 
province has left Nasratabad, and is living in a alse sons Ale fn the town, 
Owing to the prevailing floods, communication with him is almost impossible, | 

In view of the serious condition of Nasratabailand the prevailing plague epidemic, 
Tam confident that your Excellency will agree with me that the absence of the 
principal civil authority is most undesirable, and T hope that: the Persian Government 
Will sce their way to order him to return at one 

Tinay add, for your Excellency's information, that tho Deputy-Governor would 
appear to have received no oners to take steps for the punishment of the persons 
coacemed in the recent outrage on His Majesty's Consul and the destruction of the 
Consular dispensary. 


























ee 





Tnelosure 5 in No. 143, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


(Translati April V7, 1906. 
(Translitio¥-) received your note of the 14th instant, informing me thatthe’ Deputy. 
Goyemor is staying about hall farsakl out of the town of Nasratabad, I telegraphed 

i to return to town without delay. ei ’ 
ee ean Atuuired as to the punishment of those concorned in interfering with the 
dispensary of the British Consulate, Ihave the honour to point out that at sueli a 
Sievuent, when the public agitation has been the cause of this movement and when 
the present condition of the place requires much sympathy and consideration, the 
pundsinnent of these people is not advisable, and T have mo doubt that you will agree 
with me in this point 








































Inclosure 6 in No. 143, 


Muslir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff 


((franslation,) April 17, 1906. 

1 HAVE received your note of the Sth instant, respecting the public agitation in 
Seistan, and I have the honour to state, for your information, that on receipt of thi 
news strong telegraphic orders were sent, and the local authorities took enerzetic 
measures for the suppression of the riot and agitation, and order was restored. 
Subsequently the necessary instructions and stringent orders were sent to prevent 
the reeurrence of such incidents, and E hope the public agitation will not be renewed, 

You again mentioned the telegraph extension to Kuh-i-Malik sish. For the 
reasons frequently mentioned to you, the Persian Government do not consider it 
advisable to take any measure in conneetion with it, 





















Inclosure 7 in No, 148, 


Mr, B. Grant Dujf to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


(®ranslation.) 
YOU infornied m 





20, 1906. 
sstonday that, in view of the state of Nasratahad, the Persian 
mont, were for tH presnt to take stops fo arrest and punish the 

in the recent attack on His Majesty's Consul, or those concerned in the 
the Consular dispensar 
hil the honour, on more tha 
sty's Government. had no a 
ment by ins 










Gov 
ringle 
















‘one occasion, to inform your B3 
‘ire te use the Persian Government embarras- 
ing on the arrest of the offenders before a reasonable time had elapsed 
since the ineidents of the 27th ultimo, 

Iv is, liowever, now over three weeks since th 
roports tliat the Depnty-Governor has not only take 
the delinquents, but las loft the town for a plice which, owing to the prevailing floods, 
is nearly inaccessible, Tam convinced that your Excellency will appreciate the 
gravity of the offence committed against His Majesty's Consul, and the impossibility 

ing matters to remain in their present state, 
Thave to-day received instructions to urge the Pe 
the necessity of faking curly micastres to punish the 
woulll, ins opinion, prove that the Persian Government are unable 
to niford His Majesty's Consul in proper protection, and would compel His 
Majesty's Government to take steps accordingly, 















riot, and His Majesty’s Consul 
o steps to appre d punish 

























n Government to consider 
The failure to do this 
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Impérial pour rejoindre la Commission Ottomane, J'ai soumis votre dépéche A Sa 
Majesté Impériale le Sehah, qui a daigné approuyer avis de votre Altesse et déercter 
Je départ dela Commission 1 tt possible, Son, Excellence Mirza Mahmoud 
Khan, Etechan-ul-Sultanch, Ministre de Perse 4 Berlin, a été nommé Chef de la 
Commission, qui est composée de son Adjoint son Excellence Nazim-el-Mulk, 
@Tugéniours, de Secrétaires et Med Le départ de Téhéran a été fixé pour le 
Lundi, 12 Rehi-ul-Evyel (7 Mai), et elle arrivera hientdt & la frontitre. 

Comme nous avons expédié notre Commission par suite des bonnes relations 
existant entre nos deux Gonvernements et les promesses fornielles de yotre Altesse, 
nous espérons qu’avant que la Commission Mixte commence la <élimitation de la 
frontitre, le Gouvernement Impérial Ottoman retirera ses troupes de Passova, 

(Signé) MOUCHIR-ED-DOWL 



























Téhévan, le 7 Mai, 1906. 





[16619] 







No. 145, 
. Grant Duff to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received May 15.) 


‘Tehran, May 14, 1906, 
ant. 
ions are in. progress. His Highness 
, that since financial refused by both Russia and England, 
rament must apply elsewhere for money. 
(by the German Minister that the foundation of a German school 
suggested by him, but that-no decision has as yet been arrived at 


added, hiowev 
the Persian ( 
1 
hran has bee 
the tater. 





























[16618] No, 16. 


Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 15.) 





Mr. EB 


) P Tehran, May 14, 1900, 
USSIAN land dispute in Scistan: My, telegram No. 60 of the 











Sharyé (Affaires has sent instructions to Russian Consul to communicate 
with you, with a view to a joint amicable settlement, You should communicate with 
your Russian colleague accordingly. 

(Addressed to Scistan ; repeated to India and Foreign Office.) 








(16438) No, 144, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Bitward Grey.—(Received May 1.) 


Pera, May 9, 1906. 
RIRING to my despatch No, 802 of the 2nd instant, I have the honour to 
newith translation of a telogram from the Persian Minister for Fo 
Alfaits to his Excellency the Persian Ambassador at this Court, informing him of the 
approaching departure from ‘Tehran of the Persian Commissioners relative to the 
‘Nureo-Persian frontier dispute, 








T have, &e. 
(Signed) -'N, R, O'CONOR, 
Tnclosure in No. 144, 


Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, 
(raduction,) 










!-Eyvel, contenant la note de la Sublime 
es les Atbassadeurs d’Angleterre et de 
n du Gouvernement 















(16620) 






No. 147. 





Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 





(No. 138, 
(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran, May 14, 1906, 
SEISTAN disturbances. 
The special official appointed to deal with the question of the Seistan riots has 
loft Tehran. Tn the past this man has shown himself friendly to ns, 





















(16728) No. 148. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 139. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
“SHAITS ‘css 
Shab, as the result of recent worries, has had a stroke of paralysis, He will 


probably recover, but it is not yet certain whether the stroke may not affect. his 
ind 


Tis Majesty's Consul-General a 
confidentially of the Shah’ 


‘Tehran, May 15, 1906, 








bree has been instrnoted to inform the Valishd 













































































































































(14923) No. 149. 


Sir, 


1 AM din 
fore the Lords Commis 
marked in the ma 
Persia, snd the ne 
and Bander Abbas. 

Tt will be observed that 
Minister in Tehran, recommended that British Consular Ager 
should be appointed to Sirjan, Rafsinjan, and Bampur; 
Majesty's Acting Consul at Kerman proposed, among oth 
Consular guards’ should be raised from ki 








three 


Ie would, however, suggest that in view of the pi 





comp 


proposal into their favourable consideration. 


provided that half the cost is borne 


“Ito twentyelour ten, in order to provide adequate protection to Brit 





qt 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 
iy 





Foreign Office, May 
ovetary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
joncrs of His Majesty's Treasmry, copies of correspondence, 3 
relative to the unsettled state of the Province of Kerman, in 
ity for a better protection of the tmde route between Kerman 















d by 
















March of last year Si 





A. Hardinge, then His Majesty's 
‘or hospital assistants 
that in June last His 
suggestions, that his 
en in order that a 
it be organized to e \d-protect British, caravans on the 
‘he Government of India, who were requested to fuynistt their 
commendations, are naw prepared to carry them into effect, 
imperial funds, 
inend the immediate establishment of the 
A. Un ze and the Government of India, 
nt insecurity on the Kerman- 
Consuls 




















rth 






















Grey is not disposed to. re 
Consul as proposed by 




















it Abbay toad it might be advisable to increase Leraporarily the Ke 








fe and 1am to request tint you will move their Lordships to take this 







Lam, & 
(Signed) 

















(16276) No. 150. 


Bin, 


ni 
Brit 


is, however, of 


give 


avoided, AS regards the 
riots, it appears to Sir E. 
were adi 
tonld now punish the riotors or cope with further rioting which an attempt to do. so 
might provoke. He does not, however, seo any objection to adopting the suggestion 
Af the Government of India that the local rank of Vice-Consul should be granted to 
Dr, Watson, 


of @ telegram which, if Mr. Morley 
Mx. Grant Duff on this subject," in rep! 





TAM directed by 
ot the 
relative to 
Sir I 





Foreign Office to India Office, 


Koreign Office, May 15, 1906. 
Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
logram from the Goverment of India 





retary Sir 
il instant, forwarding copy of @ 
hu situation in Seistan, 

notes that the Goyernment of Ind 
‘on made by Mr, Grant Duff in, his telegram No, 120 of the 5th May that the 
Ii force at Robat should, in certain eventualities, be sent to Nasratabad. He 
spinion that the entry of British troops into Persia would be likely to 
Hvulties both of a local and general nature, and should, if possible, be 
tion of punishing the persons concerned in the recent 
Y doubtful whether the Persian forces on the spot, which 
tealy unequal to protecting the European residents during the disorders, 








2 disposed to favour the 
































rise tod 
































Tam to transmit herewith, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, copy 
concurs in its terms, it is proposed to send to 
y to his telegram No. 129, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "-E, GORST. 































18: ditto, No. 16, 1908s and onte, No. 8 t No. 160, 





















(16854) 


India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received May 16.) 


THE 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
forwards here , for the information of the 
telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 15th i 
of a second British signaller upon the Tehran 


India Office, May 16, 1906. 











tant 1 








Inclosure in No. 151, 






Government of India to Mr, Morley. 





aphic,) _P. 
VICES 
one nian ¢ 

and 








other signaller are asked for by 
n no longer dispose of the work 
iran which the Indo-European Departu 
f nents with the Shah's ( 
Legation at ‘Tehran, who support Major Sykes’ request. 















Mr. Grant Dul thinks it desirable that the British signallers, like th 







should accept messag 
to be done, 







enable 
allowance 
Ticlo-Enropean Teloraph Depart 
to assist, and we therefore propose, subj 
be sent from India, 
(Repeated. to Soistan, 
will repeat to Tehran and Moshied.) 











\der-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 

‘d, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 

ccretary of State, a paraphrase of @ 

ative to the proposed employment 
sand Seistan telegraph Tine, 


May 15, 1906, 
Major Sykes, who reports that 


cr the telegtapli Tine between Seistan 
nit sigmaller at Meshed now performs, 
srninent will be made by His Majesty's 





Russian 


from the public, and the addition proposed will 
per mensem will represent the aggregate pay and 
{ Meshod, whom we consider to be necess 
nt are reported by Mr. Gi 





ary. 
cant’ Duff to be unable, 





io your concurrence, that « man should 


1 the request that His Majesty's Consnl at that place 













(16873) No, 152. 


My despateh No. 105. 


“Only local letters have to have Indi 
Persian stamps are accopted by the Indian Post Otte.” 

The inaccuracy of the statement, con 
71h ultimo has been pointed out to his Excellency. 


















(16323) 10 





Sir, 





1 AM directed by Scoretary 
mation of the Secretary of State for Indi 
Chargé d’Affaires at ran, reporting an at 
Engineers by servants of the Acting Governor of Kash: 

Sir B. Grey proposes; if Mr 
by Mr. Grant Dult in the matter, 


E, Gr 



















Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edwaril Grey.—(Received May 16.) 


Tehran, May 16, 1900. 


at Bushire telegraphs as follows » 


stamps. Letters from up-country bearing 


ad in the Mushir-ed-Dowleh's note of the 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, May 16, 1906, 


to transmit to you lierowith, for the infor- 
copy of a telegram from His Majesty's 
k on a Warrant Officer of tho Royal 





ceretary Morley eoucurs, to approve the action taken 


Tam, &e 
(Signed) ' FE, GORST. 















—— 



























































(16982) 
Mr. B, Gront Duff to Sir Bdward Grey. — (Received May 17.) 


Tehran, May 17, 1906. 





mitted by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
brand Vizi 





iousness of His Majesty's condition is 
srmation is boing sent to the Valiahel by th 





a 





{16979} No, 155. 
Mr. Hi Grant Duff to Sir Kdiard Grey —(Received May 17.) 


May 17, 1906. 
for establishing a 










rip p. Tehra 
TAM. informed by the Mushir-cd-Dowleh that the sche 
ait schoo} Will he carried throng. 














(16982) No. 106. 


Sir Bdwurd Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 





(Telegraphic, Foreign Office, May 7, 1906. 


TLUNESS of Shah of Pers 
Mic Grant Duff reports that His Majesty bas liad a paralytic stroke, and that. his 
conditinn is admitted to be serious by Mushireed-Dowlch, ‘The Grand Vizier's 
futitidie appears to bo open to suspicions it is rumoured that he is intriguing in 
favour of Shon-es-Sultancb, 
You should inform the Russian Government that we presume that th 
Wish to support tho succession of the Vatiahd in the event of the death of th 


and that we would, in that caso, act with th 




















would 
Shah, 




















(15445) No. 157, 


Sir Ediard Grey to Sir NX, O'Conor. 


1 WL) 
; Foreign Office, May 7, 1906. 

T HAVE received your Lxcelleney’s despatches Nos, 288 and 204 of the 27th 
‘iltin and Ast instant, roporting conversations with the Russian and) Persian 
Ambassadors rogarding the ‘Tureo-Persian frontier dispute. 

T approve your action sand the language which you held to M. Zinoview 
and to Prince Riga Khon on the subject. 





( 
Si 









Tam, & 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


















(12981) No. 158, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sin, Foreiyn Office, May 17, 1906. 
LAM directed by Socrotary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
fore the Secretary of State for India, eopy of x despatch from His Majesty's Chargé 
Wi Affaires at ‘Velian,® regarding the question whether Porsian subjects and Bahreinis, 
Kaweltis, &e, in the employ of British subjects resident in Persia are entitled to the 
gooil offices of British Consular officers in that country. 
iB, Grey proposes, if Mr. Morley eoncurs, to inforn wut Duff that His 
Majesty's Legation and ‘His Majesty's Consular officers in Persia should continue to 
Exieite tlieir good olfiees on behalf of the servants of British subjects, whether such 
CArrants are Persians, Rahreinis, Koweitis, Muscatis, &e., but that unless the persons 
concern are Brisk potetelpesns action on their behalf should be limited to 
good office 

























Tam, &, 
(Signed) B. GORST. 
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{17134} No, 159, 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived May 18.) 
(N0.97,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Si. Petersburgliy May 18, 1906. 

TLLENESS of Shah, Imade a communication on the subject of Persia in the sense 
sur telegram No. 1, of yesterday, to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, for which his 
Fxcellency expressed his thanks, and which he promised at once to. lay. before the 
Emperor, He expressed at the same time the personal satisfaction which it allorted 
hin to have an opportunity of co-operating once more with His Majesty's Government, 

MZ Thod, that the latest reports indicated some improvement in the health 
of the Shab. 

The Director of the First Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with 
whom I spoke Inter, told me that there was some hope of a firm Government in view 
UF the elaracter of the ValicAhd, aud laid stress on the importance of co-operation 
ween the two Powers on this occasion in conformity with the course followed in 
{aid 1896, He had heard that the Shun-cs-Saltanch was a possible candidate, 
Taubsequently had some conversation with the appointed Russian Minister 
t Tehran, who expressed the opinion that it was necessitry at once to bring the 
Vali-Al to Tehran and to place at the disposal of the two Legations a sum of money. 
for use in paying the arrears due to the troops in case of need, and so securing thelr 
icAhd,. (See correspondence respecting Porsia during the summer of 








of 







































7 venture to add that, in my opinion, the Jast point should receive immediate ancl 
serious consideration, as iV is of great impo 











[17135] N 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. (Received May 18.) 





(No. 1434) 

(Telographic:) 2. Tehran, May 18, 1906 
PERSO-TURKISH frontier dispute. 

‘The Persian Counnissioncr has started for Pasvel: from Tehran, 











(17235) No, 161. 
India. Office to Koreign Office —(Ieceived! May 19.) 
Sir, India Office, May 18, 1906, 
WITH reference to the Vicoroy's telegram of the 15th May, proposing that 
second British telograph signaller should be detailed for duty: at Meshed, Tam directed 
ily Mr, Secretary Morley to say that, subject to Sir F, Grey's concurrence, he is prepared 
1 sanetion the propos 
Tt has heen ascertained from the Dire of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department that two signallers are expe in Tehran fron this country in 
Pera iaht aad that one of these will be available for duty at, Meshed, "14 
therefore, the appointuent of the second signaller to the Meshed office is, approved, 
fe will not be necessary to send a signaller from India as proposed by the Goveranent 


of India. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 










































117238) No, 162, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 19.) 
India Office, May 18, 1906. 
S reply to. Sir E. Gorst's letter of the 15th instant, relative to the situation, in 
Scistany Lam directed to request that you will inform Secretary Sir E, Grey that 
Mr. Secretary Morley concurs in the proposed instructions to Mr, Grant Duff, 
‘The Government of Indin are being informed. 


Sir, 





Lani, ke. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY, 
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{17234} No. 163. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 19.) 





Sir, India Office, May 18, 1906. 

TAM divveted by rotary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of Sir E. Gorst’s 

lutter of the 16th instant, and to say that he concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of 

ate for Foreign Affairs to approve the action taken by His Majesty's Chargé 

i fan in the matter of the assault on a warrant officer of the Royal 

Sngineors, in the service of the Indo-European Telegraph Departinent, by the official 
servants of the Acting Governor of Kashan. 

















Tam, & 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 








(17295) No. 164, 


Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —{ Received May 19 





hi P Tehran, May 19, 1906. 
illnes 
Your telegram 
Thave soon the Russi 
presence of the Valiahd 






n Chargé d’Affuires, who agross wi 
‘Tehran is desirable, With your sanction T propose to 
Instruct His Majesty's Consal-Goneral at Pabreor to advise al Highness to 
start for ‘Poluran at once, 

Itty still uncertain what course the Shah's illness may take, and though he is 
stuted to ho better, he is quite unfit to attend to business,” 

















(17234) No. 165, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. B, Grant Duff 
(No. 78.) i? 
(eloxeaphion) P. 

KASHAN inci 


Tapprove your 


Foreign Office, May 19, 1906. 





«tion, reported in your telegram No, 134, 





(17238) 








dward Grey to Mr. B, Grant Duff. 





79. 
(Wolographic,) P. Foreign Office, May 19, 1906, 
IONS in Soistan: see Government of India’s telegram of the 11th instant and 
your No, 129, 
You may take stops, with a view to carry 
Watson should have local rank of Vieo-Consul, 
al of British troops to Nasratabad, 
undesirable, 
It would be advisable to await the arrival of further reinforcements and of the 
1 to whom you refer in your telegram No. 116, tempt on the part of 
nent to punish voke further disturbances, with which 
they might he unable to cop rong enough 
to carry punishment into e * 
‘Whe riots appear from the Cons 
the Customs officials. Iis Majesty’ 
the odium for puni 
punitive measures. 





ng out the Vieeroy’s suggestion, that 








except to afford protection, would be 














V's roports to have been directed primarily against 
; ' Government do not wish to incur the whole of 
iing them, and we must on no account become involyed in 






























[17295] No. 167. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
No. 80) 
(Telegraphic,) P. 
HEALTH of Shah, 
You should await further instructions before taking action proposed in your 
telegram No. 144. 





Foreign Office, May 19, 1908. 





(17479) No, 168. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 21.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley’ 
forwarils herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
etter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated tho 29th March, 
relative to the possibility of disturbances breaking out in Persia, 

India Office, May 19, 1906. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 168, 





Government of India to Rear-Admiral Poe. 


(Confidential. Fort William, Webruary 28, 1906. 

1 AM directed to forward, for your Excellency's information, a copy of a despateh 
from Mr. Grant Duff, His Majesty's Chars Attire, Tehran, dated the 28th. 
December, 1905, regarding the possibility of disturbances breaking out in Porsia in the 
near future. 

2, Should His Majesty's Government consider that the situation demands special 















preparations on your Excelleney's part, a communication will no doubt: be addressed 
{o your Exeelleney by the Admiralty, But it is considered desirable at once to place 
your Excelleney in possession of the views of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran ay to the 


present situation in Persia. 






Inclosure 2 in No, 16 


Vice-Admiral Poe to Government of India, 
(Confidential,) 





, * Hermes,” Bombay, March 3, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
regarding the possibility of disturbances breaking out in Persia in the near future, and, 
in reply, I bog to thauk you for putting me in possesion of the views of His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, and to say that I have not, up to the present, received any instruc 
tions on the subject from the Admiralty ; but, in the event of the Government of India 
wishing to communicate with mea copy of the programme of my foxtheoning cruise 
in the Persian Gulf was forwarded for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor-General in Connell in my letter of the 27th Sanuary, 1906, 

we, &e, 
(Signed) E. S. POE, Commander-in-chief. 











168. 
Aadjutant-General in India to G.0.C., Western Command. 


(Telegraphic. Camp, March 3, 1906. 
REFERENCE correspondence ending with my letter of the 27th February. 
Please warn 34th Poona Horse to hold two British officers and one squadron of 


alinans, complete with horses and mules and at field service strength, mm readiness 
(1637) 2b 


Tnclosure 3 in 






(Confidential 
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for dispatch to Bushire at short notice, if required, Hospital assistant will accompany 
detachment. Special clothing, &c., collected at Abmednagar for 125th Rifles should 
be transferred to Aurungabad for issue to the 34th if necessary. Consequent on 
decision to detail cavalry instead of infantry for this duty, all orders issued regarding 
ible employment of 125th Rifles are cancelled, and detachment of that regiment at 
Ahmednagar may be dispatched with head-quarters to Bangalore. 
e acknowledge. 


Tnelosure 4 in No. 168. 
Adjutant-General in India to Government of India, 


Camp, March 5, 1906. 
FORWARDED for information. 


2. It has been ascertained that the passes on the Bushire—Tehran road will become 

ticable for mounted troops from about the 10th March, after which date the si 

he di ‘ded. Tn these circumstances cavalry will, as the Director of Military 

ations points out, be better fitted for the duty than infantry. 

3. Tt is requested that, under the orders of Government, the local political officers 
who, if the detachment is ac dispatched, will be required to arrange for supplies 
en route for men and anin y he warned to make necessary arrangements, 





(17312) No. 169. 
India Office to Foreiyn Office —(Received May 21.) 


TIE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary 
, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 

A telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 11th instant, relative to the Luristan trade route. 


India Office, May 19, 1906. 


Tnclosure in No, 169. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Teleyraphic.) P. India Office, May 11, 1906. 
\ODION at the present time in regard to the Luristan trade route, referred to in 


your telegram of the 25th April, is not considered desirable by His Majesty's 
Government, 





(17313) No. 170. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 21.) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Mfairs, and by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley- 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 17th May, relative to the riots in Seistan. 


India Office, May 19, 19 


Tnelosure in No. 170. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic,) P. India Office, May 17, 1906. 
ST. 


SEISTAN. Please see your telegram of the 11th May, and Grant Duf’s telegram 
of thie th instant. 





(17731) No, 171A. 
6 15) Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 23.) 
fo. 145, 
(Telegraphic) P. 
logs ic.) Tehran, May 28, 1906. 


JORDING to a telegram from His Majesty's Consul in Seistan, the exi 
piri Mel DteweA eon iacke omnia 





(17750) No. 1713. 


ten Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 23.) 


‘olegraphic,) P. 
PAYMENT of troops in case of Shah's death. 
Your telegram No. SI. 


10,0001, would probably suffice, but it is dificult to estimate sum that would he 
required. 


Tehran, May 23, 1906. 


(usar) Le 


Bese 


‘The following instructions are being sent to Grant Duff regarding affairs in 


rds the Government of India's proposal that the local rank of Vice- 

hhould be granted to Captain Watson, there is no objection, and you may take 
steps accordingly, As regards moving our troops to Nasratabadl, this would be most 
indesirable, except for the purpose of affording protection. Strength of Persian 
Government to punish rioters locally, or to deal with further riots which might ho 
provoked by attempt on their part at punishment, seems doubtful. Tt seems, therefore, 
advisable to wait till the official mentioned in your telegram of the 21st and further 
reinforcements count. should we become involved in measures of 
punishment. a5 riots appear from Macpherson’s report to have been 
directed primarily ficers of the Belgian Customs, we have no wish to inour 
the whole of the odium involved in punishing the 





[17682] No. 171. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received May 23.) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scerotary of State for Foroign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 


ris herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
y dated the 22nd May, relative to the health of the Shah of Persia, 


India Office, May 


Inclosure in No, 171. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


raphie.) P. Ina Offey May 22,2000, 
f 


PERSIA, In order to secure fidelity of troops to. the 

ter designate to the Persian Court, who was to, start yester 
siders that a sum of money should be held at the British and Russian Legations to be 
spent, should it be necessary, in discharging arrears of pay; also that the Valialid 
should at once be brought to Tehran, 

‘These proposals, mule in view of the stato of th alth, are reported by 
His Majesty's Chiargé d’'Affairos at St. Petersburgh, and are nig the consideration 
CUTE ACejosis'a Geverainient 


id, the Russian 





{17808} No, 172. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received May 24.) 


Sir, Tnilin Office, May 23, 1906, 
IN reply to Sir E, Gorst's letter of the 17th May, Tam directed, to express 
Mr, Secretary Morley’s concurrence in Sir B. Grey's proposil to instruct His Majesty's 
Chargé d!Affaires at Tehran that His Majesty's Logation and Consular officers in Porsia 
should continue to exercise their good offices on belialf of the servants of British 
subjects, whether such servants are Persians, Bahreinis, Kowoitis, Museatis, &c., but 
that, unless the persons concerned are British protected. persons, action on their part 
should be limited to good offices, As regards Bahreinis, Sir 1. Groy is awaro that 
their status as British protected persons has not yet beon admitted by the Persian 
Government. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 














17812) No. 173. 
India. Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 24.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
wlegran the Vices, dated the 22nd May, relative to a popored Toon to the 
Valiahd. 


India Office, May 23, 1906, 


Inclosure in No. 1 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Welographie.) P. India Office, May 22, 1906. 

SITUATION in Persia, My telegram dated the 22nd May. 

Tt is considered desirable by His Majesty’s Government that joint action with 
Russia should be taken in making a loan to the Valiahd as suggested, immediately on 
the death of His Majesty the Shah, and that authority should be given to the Imperial 
Bank to advance, against repaymont in, London, the British share of the loan to His 
Unposil Highness, Indian revenue te proposed, should furnish the necessary funds, 
oi toring substantially the same ag those on which loans through the medium of the 
Bank have already been made to tho Persian Government. It is assumed that, for the 
immediate requirements of the situation, 100,001, of which we shall contribute 
50,0001, will bo adequate, but an. estimate of the required amount will bo asked for 
from His Mujosty’s Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran. 

Ploase lot me have your views on the subject, Personally, I feel considerable 
doubt. As to bringing the Valiahd to ‘Tehran, instructions have been conveyed to 
Mr. Girant Dulf that no action should be taken at present, 





[17236] No. 17h. 
Foreign Office to Indio Office. 


Bir, Foreign Office, May 24, 1906. 
| AM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 18th instant, aud to inform you that he concurs in the opinion of the Secretary 
OE Stite for India that a second British signaller should be appointed to the telegraph- 
office at Meshed, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E, GORST, 





{18120} No. 175. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 28.) 


(No, 363, Sooret.) 
Sir, Gonstantinople, May 20, 1900, 
IN the course of conversation yesterday with the Persian Ambassador, Prince 
Mirza Riza Khau, Ihave the honour to report that his Highness informed me that he 
‘attributed the fayourable tum which his negotiations with the Porte in regard to the 
‘Turco-Persian frontier had latterly taken almost entirely to the Conference which I 
had suggested holding at his Embassy some time ago with the Russian Ambassador. 
He had learnt that it had tuade a great impression, both upon the Sultan and the Porte, 
‘aud iat the satisfactory note which he had received from the Ottoman Government 4 
fow days later was due to it, He was most grateful for the invaluable service I had 
thereby rendered to him and to his Government, and he had not failed to report in this 
sense to Tehran. His Highness continued to say that he did not think our action in 
rd to Akal had h irect effect on his uegotiations, although it had evidently 


133 


shown the Sultan the danger of trifling with a question in which His Majesty’s Govern 
ment were even indirectly concerned. 

Tiook the opportunity of asking his Highness whether he believed there was any 
truth in the report that the German Government contemplated making a pecuniary loan 
to his Government subject to certain conditions, such as.a German college at Tehran, @ 
road concession from Khanikin to Kermanshah, &c. 

Prince Mirza Riza Khan replied that he had no knowledge of any such negotiations 
or of any German loan being on foot. He knew, however, that M. Naus had had, 
during his two months’ visit here, frequent interviews with M. Stemrich, tho now 
German Minister at Tebran, but he had been absolutely silent on the subject to him, 
and he had no idea of the purport of his conversations with M. Stemrich, 

‘A few days previously [iad sounded the Russian Ambassador on the subject, and 

yead to me part of a private letter from Count Lamsdorff, stating that the 
Suspicions of the Russian Minister at Tehran had been aroused by M. Naus’ attitude of 
extreme reserve towards him and other Russian officials since his arrival in ‘Tehran, 
The Minister had heard of a German loan and of its accompanying conditions, but he 
had not been able to ascertain whether they were correct or not. Count Lamsdorit 
Pegged the Ambassador to make careful inquiries with a view to finding ont what 
truth: there was in these surmises and rumours, and to let him know the result, 

M. Zinoview said that he had means of extracting from Prince Mirza Riza Khan any 
information hie might possess on the subject, and he would let me know the result of 
his inquiries, Tis Excellency seemed much concerned at the report, and on the whole 
inclined to think there might be some foundation for it. 

Thave, &. 
(Gigned) NN. R. O'CONOR. 





(18156) No. 176, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edivard Grey—(Received May 28.) 
(No. $29.) 
Si, Petersburgh, May 24, 1906 


ir, 

T HAVE the honour to state that M. Izvolsky told me yesterday that the novws as 
regarded the Shah's health was better. ‘There therefore appeared to be no present 
reason to take serious steps, He said that he had no doubt Mr, Grant Duff had already 
received instructions to act jointly with his Russian colleague in support of the Vali 
‘Aid's succession tothe throne, He had himself sent corresponding instructions to the 

hi 


Russian Chargé d’Affairesat Tehran, {observed that it might be advisable that the two 
TLezations should have a certain sum at. their disposal in order to conciliate the troops, 
‘and induce them to maintain their allegiance to the Vali Ahd on the death of the Shah, 
On tlie occasion of the present Shah's accession the question of a largesse to the troops 
hiad proved a serious one, and it was as well that the two Governments. should! be 
prepared to take steps if necessary, He agreed in principle, and said that M, Hartwig 
Wo left yesterday for bis post, had spoken to him on the subject, Had I any instruc. 
Yions in regard to the matter? I mentioned the conversation which you hnd with the 
Russian Ambassador on the 11th instant, in whieh yon had spoken as to the possibility 
‘ofa joint loan, He said that he had received a report of this conversation, and that 
tras quite agreed in principle with the opinions you had expressed, at the same 

the information at his disposal was not sufficiently definite to warrant a decision, He 
jad the whole subject under his consideration, and would inform you later when he had 
cen able to master the subject. 

He then proceeded to say that the German Ambassador had called upon him to 
‘make a communication on the subject of the information published in the “Standard ” 
fs to a supposed Anglo-Russian enfente, Her von Schoen had. said that, so far as such 
fin understanding made for the peace of world, Germany could only bail it with atis. 
faction, With regard to one point only he had an observation to make—this was that 
part of the published basis of the Agreement which concerned the Bagdad Railvay. ‘This 
Tas the subject of a Concession granted by the Sultan to the Deutsche Bank, and was 
Merefore specifically a German interest, as to which Germany had every right to be 
consulted, M, Izvolsky had, he said, immediately telegraphed the substance of this 
conversation to London in order that it might be en foute franchise communicated to 
You. He rezarded the communication as satisfactory, as it showed tat Germany liad, 
As a matter of fact, no objection to at entente between England and Russia, “With 
regard to the Bagdad Railway, he considered that the contention of Germany vas just, 

[1647] 2M 


Tm 
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and that German claims ought to be considered, I said that you had never left any 
room for doubt in all your communications on the subject, or in the communications: 
mede through Sir Charles Hardinge, that in seeking an agreement with Russia His 
Majesty's Government was aiming at an agreement which made for peace, and not an 
agreement to be directed against the interests of any third Power. With regard to 
the Bagdad Railway, the question was whether or no Great Britain should participate, 
in common with France, in the enterprise inaugurated by German We had hitherto 
refused the German offer to participate mainly because we were not willing, as long as 
Russia was opposed to the project, to enter into a combination which Russia might 
regard as an unfriendly act. Should Russia withdraw her objections, we should, in 
common with France, be more willing to give a favourable answer to the German 
proposals for finan participation, in other respects they appeared satisfactory. 
There was no question of acting in the matter without considering Germany, which, 
indeed, as the Concession was a German one, was impossible. 

M. lzvolsky said tliat at first sight he thought that the views expressed by you to 
Count Benckendori!’ were such as he could recommend to the Emperor, but he was 
unable to give a definite answer until the competent authorities had been consulted. 

T subsequently spoke to the French Ambassador on the subject. His Excellency 
snid that he had not mentioned the matter of the Anglo-Russian negotiations to 
M, Iwvolsky as he thonght that it would be wiser to wait until le was more sure of his, 
pround, M, lzvolsky had not spoken to him of the communication made by the 
German Ambassador: On the subject of the Bagdad Railway he had spoken to 
M. Izvolsky, Count Witte, and the Director of the General Staff. The former had 
given a favourable answer in principle, but had reserved a definite reply until he should 
have consulted the competent authorities. Count Witte had informed him that on 
reconsideration he had changed his mind with regard to the matter, and was now 
prepared to recommend Russia to withdraw her opposition, ‘The same answer had been 
reevived from the military authorities, who no longer appeared to consider that the 
construction of the line was injurious to Russia’s military interests, M. Bompard said 
that the Director of the Deutsche Bank at Constantinople had approached Sir Nicholas 
O'Conor with regard to the participation of Bnglish capital, and that he had 


subsequently procerded to Paris, where he had made a similar proviral with regan to 


Frenchy participation to the Directors of the Ottoman Bank. — [t was noticeable, 
however, that the offers had been solely made with reward to financial participation, and 
the inducements put forward were solely those incident on the issue of a loan in Paris 

nthing had been said either of the industrial advantages incident on construction, or 
on political or commercial control, or partici pation in control. 

With regard to the general question M. Bompard made the following remarks: 
‘The denial of the intention to offer a loan to Per if made by Germany, would 
correspond exactly to Count Tattenbac ’s similar denial of the intention to make an 
advance to Morocco, a denial which did not, as a matter of fact, prevent Germany 
waking an arrangement which was hardly distinguishable from a loau., The steps 
taken by the Director of the Deutsche Rank pointed to the desire of Germany to obtain 
Hrench capital, but they also pointed to the desire of Germany to restrict French 
co-operation to one of purely financial nature, ‘The Government, however, could not 
and would not participate without giving due consideration to the general, commercial, 
and political aspects of the question, 

With regard to the question of the observations made by Herr yon Schoen as to a 
rapprochement between England and Russia, similar friendly observations had been 
inade as to the rapprockements made between Maly and France, between Austria 
and Russia, and between France and England, But it was not to be denied that in 
fail these cases Germany had been untiring in her efforts to destroy the foree of all 
these agreements, while protesting publicly that she regarded them with favour. 
M, Bompard therefore considered that, while accepting with satisfaction the friendly 
sentiments of Germany, the two Governments should not lose sight of the fact that the 
advice and assistance of Germany would not always and invariably be given with a view 
to the furtherance of harmony. ‘The two Governments should act for themselves 
according to their own interests. They should, of course, make it plain that their 
elorts to come to a mutual agreement did not and could not entail any consequences 
injurious to any Power which sincerely desired peace, But they should act not 
through intermediaries, but directly, unless they were anxious to pay omewhat heayy 
brokerage. 

He pointed out further that, as r cards the Bagdad Railway, it was not advisable 
that the three Powers (Frauce, England, and Russia) should act separately, by separate 
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[18374] No, 177". 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received May 29.) 


Sir, India Office, May 28, 1906. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of Six E. 
Gorst’s letter of the 24th instant, as to an advance to the Valiakd in the event of the 
ppresont Shah’s death, and to incloso, for the information of the Secretary of State for 
orem Affairs, copy of telegraphic correspontence with the Government of India on 
the subj 

Sit Edward Grey will observe that Mr, Morley, in his telegram to the Viceroy, 
stated tliat personally he was very doubtful of the desirability of the course proposed. 
Mr. Morley will consider the matier further in connection with the views expressed 
by the Government of India, and at once communicate with Sir E. Grey. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 177°. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Tolographic.) P. India Office, May 22, 1906, 
SUIVATION in Persia: My telogeam dated the 22nd May: 
This considered desirable by His Majesty's Government that joint action with 
Russia should be taken in making a loan to the Valishd as suggested, immediately on 
Majesty the Shah, and that authority should be given to the Imperial 
inst repayment in London, the ‘British share of the loan to His 
Imperial Highness. Indian’ rovenues it is proposed should furnish the necessary 
Tunids on forms substantially: the same as those on which loans through the medium of 
the hank have already been made to the Persian Government. It is assumed that 
for tho immediate requirements of the situation 100,000L, of which we shall contribute 
50,0004, will bo adequate, but an ostimate of the required amount will be asked for from 
Mis Majesty's Chargé d’Atfaires at ‘Tehran, Please lot me have your views on the 
suject, Porsonally, I fool considerable doubt. As to. bringing the Valiahd to 
‘Vchran, instructions have heen conveyed to Mx, Grant Duif that no action should be 
taken nb present 


Inclosure 2 in No. 197°. 


Government of Initia to Mr. Morley. 

(olegtaphie) BP, May 26, 1906. 
PERSLA; Question of loan to Valiahd, Your telegram dated the 22nd instant. 
Anarchy in’ Persia would, withont doubt, have a serious effect upon India, and 

je ane prepared to lend, on te same conditions as previous loans, a further 50,0001, 

if a small advance immediately on the Shah’s death is considered by His Majesty's 

‘At the same time wo adhere, 


(Repeated to Tehran.) 
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and independent negotiations, with Germany. ‘They should act os a unit, and if they 
did so the terms obtained would be better. For this purpose it was most necessary 
that they should come to a common understanding as soon as possible. This he said, 
nor with any hostile feling towards. Germany, but fom the purely business point 
of view. 

He added that, although, as he had told me, he had not thought it advisable as yet 
to speak on the subject of Anglo-Russian relations, which he had abstained from doing, 
because he was not yet sufficiently clear as to the policy which would be pursued by the 
new Government, and because in principle he thought it was better that Russia and 
England should fight out their battle by themselves, on the ground of their own private 
interests and without foreign interference, yet His Majesty's Embassy might rest 
assured that they might count on the friendly and willing co-operation of ‘their French 
colleagues in ease any question of friction should arise which could be usefully aplani 
by the offices of a mutual friend, [said L vas sure that in the future, agin the past, 
his f-iendly offices would be appealed to if the occasion arose, 

Thave, &e. 
(igned) " CEGIL SPRING-RICE: 





[18579] No, 177. 
Question asked in the House of Lords, May 28, 1906. 


The Lord Reay,—'To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if he can 
vo any information in rogard to the settlement of the frontier dispute between 
‘urkey and Persia near Vaznich and Suj-Bala. 


Answer, 


A dispute con between Persia and ‘Turkey in regard to the boundary in the 
neighbourhood of the places mentioned by his noble friend in the Kurd district 
the borders of those two countries, Negotiations were now proceeding, and) ther 
ory reason to believe that au ainicable settlement of the question would bo arrived 
At. His Majesty's Government understood that the question would now bo decided 
Jocally: betwoen the two Governments, and they had received information that a Persian 
Commissioner had left to mect the Turkish Commissioner on the frontier, ‘This, 
evidently, svas the most desirable solution, The question hid heen treated at Constan- 
tinople, and the Persian Ambassador there had had the benefit: of receiving. advice 
from the British and Rnssian Ambassadors in regard to th tter, In 1851 Lord 
Palmerston proposed that the general line of frontier betweon Turkey and Persia should 
neod by the Agents of those two Powers at Constantinople, assistod hy Com 
Soners, in conformity with the stipulations of the Treaty of Brzeronn of 1847-48, 
ving doubtful lo fled indotailin the fatire, ‘Tho Russian Gov 
niont agreed to this proposal, aud the wvork: of surveying the conntry from Monnt Ararat 
1 was thon commenced, Wha this was done, the preparation of 
tiap of the Tnreo=Persiat) frontier, embracing territory 700 miles in length by. from 
20 to 40 miles broad, was put in hand, This work lasted trom November 1857 to 
March 1865, and would doubtless be the basis of the present sottlement. 





18411) No. 178. 


The Pers TransporgCompany to Foreign Offer-—(Reccived Moy 29.) 


Saller's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, May 38, 190 

WITH reference to the call which Lientenant-Colonel Picot made at the Foreign 
Office toalay, [have the honour to inclose the following documents 

1. Copy of a letter from our agent at Ispahan, dated the 24th April, havi 
reference to a request made to him by the Bakhtiari Chiefs for a loan of money ; and 


Copy of a telegram received from our agent at Tehran, dated the 23rd instant. 
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We consider that any loan made to the Bakhtiari Chiefs should be accompanied by 
the following conditions — 
1. It should he in the nature of a first mortgage on the revenues received from the 
road, but it should also be guaranteed by the Chiefs jointly and severally on. their 
Tonal possessions, ‘The latter part of the condition is necessitated by the considera- 
tion that, should they not haye provided any guarantee on their personal property, 
they would not hiave the same interest in the maintenance of the road and the revenues 
uurising therefrom, ‘They could say, in case the road were to fall into disuse, that the 
Jéan was only a loan on road revenues, and that the makers of it had provided the 
inoney knowing this, and with their eyes open. If, on the other hand, they give their 
personal property a3\a collateral pledge, they have every reason to maintain the road 
and its revenues, 
Wo dathor from the letter and telegram that the Chiofs are not indisposed to give 
guarantees of this nature. 
2, Tnasmuch as the road is at present badly in need of repair, it should be a 
‘ation attached to the loan that a portion of it, not less than 50,000. krans, or, 
401,, which is a minimum, should be devoted to the immediate repair of the road. 
Tt should also be provided that, after this sum liad been expended, the Ohiefs should 
undertake to come to an arrangement with our Company under which we should be 
inithorized to keep the toad in repair for them, in so far as that could be done for a 
‘un to be afterwards arrived at with us through the good offices of His 
Legation, _ It is scarcely possible to estimate the sum ut the present moment 
before the road has heen placed in normal rop 
We sliould. like to know the views of His Majesty's Government in respect of the 
propostls of Hie Chiefs. ‘There ean be no doubt that the present is au excellent 
bpportunity, not ouly for further securing the good-will of these Chiefs, in whose hands 
is placed such an important trade route for British and In ds, but also for 
Obtaining the security for the upkeep of the road which His Majesty’s Legation in 
‘TValiran have so long, aud hitherto so fruitlessly, been endeavouring to obtain, Tt 
vould obviously siot be possible for us, as a private industrial Company, to advance the 
Tnonuy except it wore collaterally guaranteed by the Persian Governinent on good 
feourity, such as the customs of Ahwas and Mebammerah. Tn that ease, this Company 
might obtain the necessary funds from the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation 
Coupany: On the other hand, His Majesty's Gow ler that it would 
de inuvise to bring the Persian Government too closely i ction. If 50, 
Would His Majesty's Government be prepared either to advance the money or give ws 
guarantee? 
Thaye, &e. 
(Sigued) RANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretary. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 178. 
Messrs, Lynch Brothers to the Persian Transport Company, 


Ispahan, April 24, 1906. 

DURING the recent interview with the Bakhtiari Chiefs, both the Sardar and the 
Monin Hommyun expressed their intention of putting a proposal, forward to you for a 
Joan of 500,000 krans (§,4004), which if it is taken up by you will be repayable in a 
Joriod of three to five yeurs, “The road revenue will be the security, and the rate of 
Interest suggested 8 per cent, per annum, ‘The loan will be taken up by the Conces- 
sion holders of the road, aud will be repaid partly out of their own personal resources 
‘und partly out of the tolls, It will be applied for with the permission of the Persian 
Government. 

What the Sardar told me here about this loan was merely a preli 
whielvhe asked me to forward to you; but further and proper negotiation 
Made after he has scen the other Chiefs in Teliran, and also after consultation with 
the Govermmout, I have pointed out that, should they definitely decide to apply to us 
for the loa, they \will have to see Mr. Malleson, to forward to you their proposal, stating 
ters, Ge. Thit before their arrival in ‘Tchran I am afraid this news will have 
reached St, Petersburgh, and the Russians in Tehran will be on the move against its 
Hecanse, whon the two Khans were talking on the subject, among. the people present 
there was a Representative fron the Russian Consulate, and unfortunately before T 
could reach the Sirdar to wars hin be had revealed. the matter. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 178. 
Messrs. Lynch Brothers to the Persian Transport Company. 


(Telegraphic.) Tehran, May 23, 1906. 
‘AS per your letter of the 3rd May, the Bakhtiari shares aro not registered atthe 
British Legation. Chiofs desire a telegram in answer to our Ispahan agent's letter 
dated the 24th April, All participators in the road revenue will sign mortgage, 
Jointly and severally responsible for repayment. It is proposed to repay 150,000 Kans 
‘Annually, first payment twelve months after loan ; 8 per cont. per annum interest, 





18453) No, 179. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 29.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secrotary Morley, 

for the information’ of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 

telegram to the Vieeroy, dated the 25th May, relative to the posting of an additional 
signaller to Meshed. 


India Office, May 29, 1906. 


——————— 


Tnolosure in No. 179. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic,) P. India Office, May 25, 1906, 
T HAVE approved the appointment of the additional signaller for Meshed, 
Fropsol in your telegram dated tho th May; to signallers of tho Indo-European 
‘legeaph Departmont are due to arrive shortly at ‘Tehran, and arrangements will be 
made hero to sond one of them, who will be available for the purpose, to Meshied, 





(17808) No, 180. 


Sir Edvard Grey to Mr. B, Grant Duff 
(No. 86.) 
Sir, : Foreign Office, May 29, 1906, 

I HAVE considered, in communication with the Secretary of State for India, your 
despatch No. 72 of the 26th March last, rogarding the question whether Persian 
subjects and Bahireinis , Koweitis, &c,, in the employ of British subjects resident in 
Persia are entitled to the good offices of His Majesty's Consular officers in that country, 

T have to inform you, in reply, that His Majesty's Legation and His Majesty's 
Consular officers in Persia should continue to exercise their good offices on behalf 

‘ants of British subjects, whether such servants are Persians, Babreinis, 
Museatis, &c., but that unless the persons concerned are British protected. 
perons, action of their Behalf should be limited to good offices. 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) "EDWARD GREY, 





[1647] 
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(16409) No. 181. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(No. 87.) 
Sir, Foreign Offiee, June 1, 1906. 

T HAVE received your despatch No, 97 of the 2lst April last, relative to the 
proposed Luristan trade route, 

Thave considered the matter in communication with the Secretary of State for 
India, and it has been decided that the proposal should not be taken up for the 
present. 

Tam, & 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





(19071) ‘No, 182. 


Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 2.) 
(ie 150.) 
‘Tolographic.) P. Tehran, June 2, 1906. 

TF their demands are not granted by next Monday the Mollahs threaten. to 
organize general riot for that day, Precautions are being taken by the Persian 
Government. 

‘hore are rumours that the Shah's health is worse, and the Palace has been closed 
to-day, even to the Ministers, 





(17697) No, 183, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, B. Grant Duff 


igraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 2, 1906. 
FOUL talogenm No. 126 reopecting the Babktinr ond, i 

According to Morbon's report the condition of the road is bad, but it is uncertain 
whither this is owing to faultiness in construction or t neglect, While the 
Chiefs are still at Tehran you should, if possible, obta tlement of outstanding 
questions between thom and the ‘Transport Company, sich as accounts and repai 
Mheagont of the Company at ‘Tehran is in full possession of their views, 
might act in communication with him, 





(18411) 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 


Sir, — Foreign Office, June 5, 1906, 

THAVE laid before Secretary Sir B, Grey your letter of the 28th ultimo, respecting 
tho request addressed by the Bakhtiari Chiefs to the Persian ‘Transport Company for 
an advance of 804,000 rats, 

Tam to state, in reply, that your suggestions have received careful consideration, 
Dut that Sir E. Gioy resrets that it would be impossible for His Majesty's Government 
either to make or to gnarantee a loan of the nature proposed. 

Sir 1, Grey is, moreover, inclined to think that such @ loan Ties rather within the 
provineo of the Imperial Bank of Persia than of the ‘Transport Company, and I'am to 
suggest, for your cousiileration, that if the Chiefs require money, aud offer satisfactory 
terms aud security, thoy will, no doubt, have no difficulty in coming to an arrangement 
with the Imperial Bank on a business footing, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "BE, GORST, 
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19451) No. 185. 
Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 6.) 


fo. 151.) 
‘legraphic.) P. Tehran, June 6, 1905. 
SITUATION in Tehran, 
My telegram No. 150. 
So far there has been no disturbance here, but violent sermons are being preached 
against the Grand. Visi, whe, the Mushired-Dowleh tells me, wishes to resign 


‘Although the Shah is better he is still unable to transact business, and the 
condition of the country becomes worse from day to day. 

From a reliable source I hear that the conspiracy mentioned in my despatch 
No, 114 actually does exist, but that, owing to the unpopularity of the persons 
concerned, it is not likely fo succeed. 





(19795) No. 186. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 9) 


Sir, India Office, June 9, 1906. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 28th ultimo as to an advance to the, Valiahd 
in the event of the death of the present Shah, I am directed to state that the Secretary 
‘Of Stato for India has considered the views expressed in the telegram from the Govern 
ment of India of the 26th ultimo. 

Mr, Morley does not discover much difference in principle between the refusal to 
make a loan to Persia, as settled by His Majesty's Government in January last, and 
the proposal now suggested. 

No doubt the consequences of allowing the succession to the Persian Throne to take 
place under the exclusive auspices of a third Power might possibly be disadvantageous 
fo India, and, as the amount required would be comparatively trifling, Mr. Morley would 
not object, if the Conneil of India should give the necessary sanction, to advance from 
Tndian revenues, in accordance with the proposal in the Foreign Office Memorandum of 
the 29h April, 4 sum not exceeding 50,0007,, for the purposes of a loan to the Valiahd 
through the Imperial Bank, 

‘The conditions of the loan will, it is understood, be substantially the same as those 
governing the two loans already made to Persia through the Bank, and His Majesty's 
Government will undertake to make good to the Indian Government the half of any loss 
that may be incurred on the transaction, in respect either of interest or capital. 

Tam, &c: 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 





[19812] No. 187. 


Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 11.) 
(No, 125.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, May 1, 1908, 
THAVE the honour to forward herewith a copy of a despatch addressed to the 
Government of India by His Majesty's Con-ul-Gencral at Meshed, regarding a tour 
which he proposes to make next September on the Khorassan fron 
here is; in my opinion, little doubt that sich a tour made by a British Consular 
officer srould not be favourably viewed by the Russian Government, ‘The advisability 
of sanctioning Major Sykes’ tour will therefore principally depend on whether or not any 
real prozress is being made, or is likely to be made, with the attempt on the part of Tis 
Majesty's Government to come to an agreement with Russia on Persian questions, 
‘There i, so far as I can judge, no sign at present of any disposition on the part of 
Russia to relax her efforts to secure a predominant position in the eountry, althongh her 
domestic troubles have perhaps rendered her policy less openly aggressive during the 
fiat two years. The following facts seem to show that her policy in Persia ig 
unchanged :— 
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1, The recent fommdation of a Consulate at Bunder Abbas, where there is no 
Russian trade, and where are probably no Russian subjects. 

2, The organized attempt during the last few weeks on the part of the Banque 
a'Escompte to break the Imperial Bank of Persia at Tehran, Ispahan, Tabreez, and 
Yeed. It will not be lost sight of that the Banque d’Escompte is a Russian Government 
institution, and not a commercial enterprise. 

8, ‘he Russian Consulate in Scistan is certainly trying to make political eapital out 
of the prevailing plague epidemic. 

4, The Russian Government has recently appointed @ notorious Anglophobe and 
intriguer, M. Miller, of Seistan notoriety, to the post of Chief Dragoman at their 
Legation here. 

5, ‘The part played by the Russian Government in persuading the Persian Govern- 
ment to reject Colonel McMahon's Water Award. I know from trustworthy sources 
that the Russian Legation are continuing to exercise the suspicion of the Persian 
Government as to the designs of His Majesty’s Government in Seistan, 


‘Phe above evidence would appear to show that up to the present time no instruc- 
tions have been issued by the Russian Government to their officials in Persia to assume 
Amore conciliatory attitude, It is, liowever, fair to say that the whole staif of the 
Tussin Legation, except M. Miller, has been. or is about to be changed, and this may 
possibly he the prelude of a less aggressive pol 

Major Sykes' tour would not be undertaken till the autumn, and before that time 
much may happens but it is doubtless desirable that we should obtain fuller informat 
as to allaits on the Khorasan fronticr, and should no evident change take place 
Russian, policy before the autumn there would appear to be no particular reason for 
Consulting the susceptibilities of n Government which shows no sign of wishing to meet 
our frignilly adyauces. 

‘As regards Astrabad, the town is properly in the district of His Majesty's Consul at 
Resht; but-as the present Acting Vico-Consil is only indirectly in the employ of His 
Majesty's Government, Major Sykes might include a yisit there in his tour, 

T would, however, express the hope that the appointment of an efficient Consul at 
Resht will not be much longer delayed. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
—— ee 


Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 


‘Major Sykes to Mr. B, Grant Duff 
(No. 12) 
Sir, Meshed, April 20, 1906, 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your information, a copy of my letter 
No, 83, dated the 20th April, 1906, which I have forwarded to the Government of 
India in the Foreign Department, onthe subject of my proposed tour on the Perso 


Russian frontier, 
T have, &, 
(Signed) ' P. MOLESWORTH SYKES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 


Major Sykes to Government of India. 
(No. $3. Confidential.) 
Sir, Meshed, April 20, 1906. 

L HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of touring, more especially along 
the frontiers of Khorasan, When Sir Arthur Hardinge was at Meshed, I discussed this 
question with him, and he expressed the opinion that touring was extremely important, 
and that it was desirable to visit the Perso-Russian frontier as well as other portions of 
this Consular district. 1 anticipate that the Legation will continue to hold the same 
general views on this subject; but Iam raising it now to give time for the Govern- 
ment of India to exchange views on this matter if they think fit to do so. 

{n his No, 199 of the Sth September, 1905, to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 
Sir A, Hardinge expressed a decided opinion as to the advisability of Astrabad being 
Visited oceasionally from this Censulate-General, as the Honorary Consul is the 


i 


anager of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Resht, and naturally cannot visit this portion 
sanietisbrict whore however, tere are a for British protéxés. I have also reported 
frequent visits of Russian officials to Bujnurd and to the Goklan and Yamub country ; 
and there is, moreover, the present position of the Gunbad-i-Kabus Commission. | In 
Short, it seems desirable to take stock of affairs in this part of Persia before they 
develop any more. 
Just now Russia is mainly oceuy 


may, how 
opportuni 
toured for 


‘de a certain political result and 
At the same time I 


ligence Branch, ‘this, se 
ete kigian frolior in the early spring of 1007, which is in many ware the bet 
time of the year for such a tour. The cost would be considerably reduced if I were 
able to make use of some of the mules belonging to the Turbat Consulate, cae 
In conclusion, events may oceur which would render this tour inadvisable; but i 
everything is normal in Khorasan, Thope it may be sanctioned, 
‘A copy of this letter is being sent to His Majesty's Legation at Tehran, 
ave, &e. 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORWL SYKES. 





[19817] No. 188. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


(No. 181. Confidential.) 


Sir, Tehran, Mey 20,1000, 
5 orence to your despatch No. 41 of the 12th March last, I have the 
honows ta report that, in company. vith Mts, Malleson, Messrs, Lyuch!a, agont at 
Mehran, 1 was, present at a mecting held yesterday av the house of the Samsam.es- 
Saltanch, to digeuss various questions connected with the road from Tspahan to Ahwaz, 
Ae Thad the honour to state in my despatch No, 120 of the 18th instant, the 
Bakhtiar! Khans made up their quarrels, and the Serdar Assad (Haji Kuli Khan) told 
ine, in the presence of the other Chiefs now here, that he had resigned the lkhaniship 
in favour of the Samsam-es-Saltaneh, who till recently held that position. 
‘Phere were present at the meeting of the 19th instant =— 


‘The Samsam-es-Saltaneh, Ikhani, 
‘The Serdar Assad. 

‘The Shahab-es-Saltaneh, Ibe; 
The Moin-i-Homayun. 


to say that the Chiefs made no secret of their dislike of Messrs, Lynch 
Fortunately Mr. Malleson understands Persian very slightly, and did not realize the very 
uncomplimentary references made by Bakhtiari Khans to his principals and their 
Inethods of business, [found it throughout the meeting very difficult to induce the 
Serdar Assad, who acted as spokesman, to discuss the various points in a calm and 
Dusinesslike mumer, ‘9 
(1647) 2 








He maintains that the accounts of the road given to His Majesty's Government by 
Messrs, Lynch are exaggerated, and that it was even now in at least as good a state as 
when it was handed over to the tribe, On behalf of the Chiefs he declared that they 
were quite prepared to abide by the decision of a British Consular officer, who could 
easily. judge whether the road was a reasonably good caravan track. As regards the 
Dridges he said that the yearly examination and repair was, in this climate, an absurd and 
unnecessary exp ie added that Messrs. Lynch had only twice sent an engineer to 
examine and paint them, and that on both occasions the charges had been duly paid by 
the Chiefs against receipts which they held, ‘This statement, I would observe, does not 
tally with the evidence finished by Messrs Lynch (sce their letter to the Foreign Office 
of the 26th November, 1905), and I have requested Mr, Malleson to make ingufries on 
this point from his agent at Ispahan. You will also perceive that in Inclosure 8 of 
Sir Arthur Murdinge’s despatch No, 17, Confidential, of the Sist January, 1905, 
Mr, Preece admits that he reecived 601. from the Chiefs towards repairing the bridges in 
1902, ‘This sii would appear not to have reached Messrs. Lynch Bros., and I would 
auguest Uiat Mi; Preece, who is, [ believe, in England, shoulil be asked to state to whom 
he remitted the money in question. [agree with Mr, Preece that the charges made by 
Messrs. Lynch for painting and repairing the bridges in 1903 and 1904 scem exorbitant, 
In view of the present temper of the Chiefs it would, T think, be useless to present the 
Accounts for those years, and in the absence of instructions from you to the contrary I 
do not propose to do so, ‘The Khans unanimously declare that Mr. Preece made a 
verbitl agresment with them Uiat the bridges should be painted once only in three 
years, Tam not aware if their statements are correct, but Mr. Malleson knows 
Rothing of such an arrangement, ani eonfdent that {¢ was never sanctioned by his 
rm, 

Liried {0 obtain a renewal of the offer made to pay Messrs, Lynch 3,000 tomans 
down and 1,000 tomans yearly for the upkeep of the road (see Sir Arthur Handinge’s 
despatch No, 17 of the 31st January, 1905, Inctosure 2), but the Chiefs positively 
declined to accept these torms, After nearly three houry’ discussion, the following 
rojnals were made by the Sordar Assal on bubalf of the Chie 


1. ‘The Bakhtiari Khans earnestly desire that Messrs. Lynch shall agree to sever 


iis comuvetion with them and with their road. If the firm consent to this, all their 
legitimate claims will he at once paid in cash through His Majesty's Legation, 

2, If Messrs, Lynch decline to cancel the Agreement of 1898 with the Chiefs, the 
former shall send an engineer once in two years to examine and, if necessary, paint and 


repair the two bridges, ‘The cost of such examination, painting, and repairing’ is to be 
settled beforchand, If the estimate presented by Messrs. Lynch is not accepted by the 
hie he ator wl ben iberty to obtain etinaton. for tho required work from other 
British engines 

‘he Chiefs agree to build two caravanserais this year and two next year at those 
places at which such accommodation is most required, ‘Those existing caravanserais, 
whiel are found to he in a bad condition will be repaired this year on the return of the 
Khans to their country, 

4, When the repairs now being eatried on at various points on the road are com- 
pleted, His Majesty's Legation will he notified, and the Chiefs hope that a British Con= 
sular officer may be instructed to inspect the road from Ahwaz to Ispahan. If the said 
Consul then finds the road in need of further repair, the Chiefs will accept his decision, 


‘As regards the first proposal, 1 pointed out that Messrs, Lynch had been the 
pioncers of the Karun route, and that it was hardly likely that they would consent to 
annul their Agreement with the Chiefs, Mr. Malleson seemed, indeed, to think that 
the firm would consider such a step the prelude to their closing down their business 
in Persia, I do not quite sce why this should be the case, as there would be nothing to 
prevent the firm from making use of the road, and their caravans would be just as safe— 
or as unsife—as before. They would also have recovered the balance of the capital 
expended on the track. ‘To my remark the Serdar Assad replied violently that if 
Messrs, Lynch removed their business from Persia there would be universal rejoicing, 
And that-ao one would be 40 delighted. ax the Lakhiars, ‘The other Chiefs sal, 
“Tnshallah ! let him go!" 

L wish clearly to bring out the fact that the Bakhtiaris, rightly or wrongly, distrust 
Messrs, Lynch, If they decline to agree to the terms proposed by the firm, or to pay 
the claims preferred on account of the repair of the bridges, there is no way of coercing. 
them, even if it were desirable to do so. In these circumstances I can only recommend 
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tthe firm, either to relinguish the whole enterprise, or to do what they can to remove the 
unfortunate impression they or their employés have made by accepting some arrange- 
ment based on the above proposals, Tt is clear, I think, that under Article 4 of the 
‘Agreement of 1898 the Chiefs have the right to repair the road, and in their present 
frame of mind they are unlikely to assent to any arrangement which would deprive them 
of ‘the control of its upkeep. ¢ i 

‘As regards proposal No, 2, T am hardly surprised that the Chiefs should wish to 
have further estimates, in view of the accounts sent in by Messrs, Lynch for repairing 
the bridges—notably the charge made in 1904, s 

Proposal 8 is to the interest of both parties, and cannot, I presume, be objected to. 

Proposal 4 is almost essential, Tt would appear to be the only way to obtain an 

pati jon as tothe true state of the road. | Major Morton's report, which hs no 
doubt by this time reached you from India, unfortunately throws little light on the 
question at issue. 

In these circumstances I would suggest that His Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz should 
be instructed to inspect the road as soon as possible after the Ohiefs have notified His 
Majesty's Legation that the promised repai pleted. Captain Lorimer would 
be able to pronounce definitely as to the condition of the track, and might also be 
requested (o give his views as to whether it is really necessary to spend a considerable 
sum. yearly on the repair, &c., of the bridges. ‘This latter point may, however, be one 
on whiich an expert opinion would alone be of value. 4 Fi 

Tam confident that the Khans, who are most friendly to His Majesty's Legation, 
would carry out their promise to abide by the deeision of a British Consular officer. 
But they fairly loathe Messrs, Lynch, and it would be to the interest, of the firm to be 
coneilintory, even if this entails the loss of a few hundred pounds, 

‘The Khans are masters of the road, and Messrs, Lynch would do well to 


remember it, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 





(19820) No. 189. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


(No. 134.) 
Sir, 


nt disturbed condition of various 
ut would hold 


Kermanshah, and 
‘a translation of whi 
that the Persian Government has always taken immedia i 
pit an end to any “unexpected incident on the frontier,’ quite 
imtrue, his Excellency proceeds to. propose that, if “there is any possibility of iucon= 
Yenienco at this moment for the Mission,” I should instruct them to come provisionally 
to Tabreez, Ho further states that the Porsian Government cannot in any way be held 
responsible. i 

T have not replied to his Excelleney's note, beyond informing him verbally that 
the Archbishop of Canterbury's Mission cannot be expected to go to Tabreoz, which 
would involve a long and expensive journey to a town in which they have no residence, 
J added that the Persian Government will certainly be expected by His Majesty's 
Government tofurnish them with adequate protection at Urmi, and that his Excellency’s 
note in no way relieved him of the responsibility of affording such protection. 

His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez reports that, according. to 
received! from Urmi, the Turks have taken complete possession of the districts of Dasht 
weet Mergawar, Az Wratislaw also sites that the Turkish Vice-Consil at Urmi haa 
destined charge of the Christian inhabitants of Mawans, completely ignoring the 
Persian authorities, ond has even gone so far as to fine some of them, ‘Turkish soldiers, 
folly armod, recently visited Urmi, and the Governor of that town has been wamed to 
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ase levying taxes along the frontier, ‘The Turks would appear at present to, be 
treating the Christians very kindly, aud seem anxious to ereato a good impression. 
Mhey show, however, little consideration for the Kurds. 
Lhave, &. 
(Gigned) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


SSeS SS 


Inclosnre 1 in No. 189. 


Mr. E. Grant Duf to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
April 27, 1906. 

REPORTS have reached His Majesty’s Government that the Kurdish tribes are 

wing the district hetweon Urmi and Soujbowak and that considerable unrest 
oxists all along the neighbouring frontier. 

‘As your fxcelloncy is aware, Urmi is the head-quarters of the Archbishop of 
Cantorbiry’s Mission to the Nestorians, and, should the present strained relations 
Between the Government of His Majesty the Shah and the Sublime Porte unhappily 
Continno, it is not impossible that the British missionaries may be exposed to danger 
from tho nwless tribes of that region, 

Tn th ‘ances, Lam instructed by His Majesty’s Principal Secrotary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to. warn the Persian Government that they will be held 
respon r tho lives and property of British subjects in Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, 
Kermanshah,, and generally along the Porso-Turkish frontier. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 189. 


Mushir-eil-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff 


(‘tvanslation,) May 3, 1906. 
IN reply o yout nots af th 27th ultimo respecting the Kurds ravaging the district 
r 


Dotween Urini and Sonjhowlak, and in answer to your statement that the Persian 
Government will he considered’ responsible for any’ inconvenience or danger to tho 
Archbishop of Canterbury's Mission, T have the honour to ‘you are aware, 
thenever there has heen any expected incident on the frontier or in the interior, the 
Persian Government has always taken immediate and energetic measures to put an end 
tot, and T have never failed, and will never fail, to maintain peace and harmony for 
the subjects of friendly Powers. Tt is evident that, in spite of all such measures, the 
Porsian Government cannot in any way be held responsible, If you believo that there 
is any possibility of inconvenience at this moment for the Mission in question, you will 
Kindly instruct thent to come provisionally to ‘Tabreez, and return to the place when 
they ‘are satistiod of its security 





{19821} ‘No. 190. 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


Ror 135. Secret.) 
i, Tehran, May 21, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of « contract recently 
signed between the Persian Goverament and the contractor of the Caspian, Sea fisheries 
by which the latter agrees to pay in advance under discount the royalties due for 1907, 
1908, and 19095 the royalty for 1910 next 13th December, and that for 1911 on the 
28th April, 1908. 

Tt scems clear that by the present discount operation the Persian Government 
haye infringed the Agreement signed on the 4th April, 1903, for the advance of 
200,000/. by the Imperial Bank (see Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch No. 49, Secret, of the 
14th April, 1908), Tn that Agreement it is stated a8 follows:— 

“Le Gouvernement Persan s'engage i rembourser la dite avance & I'Imperial 


Bank on vingt années, capital ct intéréts, au moyen du produit des redevances qui lui 
font dues pour les pécheries de la Mer Caspienne,” 


15 


In a recent interview T had with the Grand. Vizier, T drew his Highness’ attention 
to the infringement of the Agreement signed with the Imperial Bank of Persia by his 
predecessor and M. Naus, His Highness, who is very ignorant as regards European 
Tnethods of business, replied that it was true that the Persian Government liad lately 
raised money on the Caspian fisheries, but that he failed to see in what way this 
concerned His Majesty's Government, provided that the interest on their loan through 
the Bank was duly paid. ‘To this 1 answered that it was of the non-payment of the 
fnterest on the British loan that I complained, Out of the 23,270/. 7s. due on the 
4th ultimo, only 5,500, had as yet been received by the Imperial Bank of Persia, 

His Highness promised at/once to see to the matter, but the balance due has not 
yet been paid to Mr. Rabino. 

Tinelose, for convenience of reference, 2 Memorandum on the Caspian fisheries by 
Mr, George Churchill. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) | EVELYN GRANT DUEE. 


Tnolosure 1 in No. 190. 


Caspian Sea Fisieries Contract. 


(Translation,) 

"DHE, Undersigned, the Sadr Azam of! His Imperial Majesty the Shab, Tis 
Highness Prince Sultan Abdul Majid Mirza, Ain-ed-Dowleh, Atabeg-i-Azam, and Petro 
Petroviteh, the agent of the heirs of George Stepanovitch Linnozofl, possessing, plenary 
powers, have made the following contra 


Article 1, The heirs of George Stepanoviteh Lianozoif undertake, in necordance 
with the desire of the Persian Government, to pay in advance the royalties for the 
waters in which thoy have the right to fish, as follows:— 


(«) ‘To pay on the 28th April, 1906, the royalties due for the years 1907, 1908, 
and 109 which amount to 1,380,000 fr, after deducting interost ab the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum. 

(4) ‘Co pay on account of the royalties for the year 1910 the sum of 460,000 fr, on 
the 13th December, 1906. 

(c.) To pay on. account of the royalties for the year 1011 tho sum of 460,000 fr 


on the 21st April, 1908, deducting on each occasion 6 per cent. per annum interest, 


‘Art. 2, On the other hand, as the Persian Government. has always s 

towards the commercial undertaking of the heirs of Lianozoff, and not, desiring 

place any obstacles in their way and in order to make clear and amplify the contracts 
TF the 6th September, 1893, in tle name of Stepan Linnozofl for the period of 
tiventy years, and of the 10th October, 1896, in the name of George Linnozoll for 
another five years, the Persian Government, by the present contract, undertake not to 
Cancel the above-mentioned contracts without the consent of the heirs of George 
Lianozoft. 


‘Art. 3. The Persian Government confirms all the rights accorded to the heira of 
eorge Stepanovitch Lianozofl by Article 4 of the contracts concluded on the 26th 
September, 1905. 


‘Art. 4. ‘The heirs of George Stepanovitch Linnozoif hereby declare their willingness 
to pay irom the Ist October, 1906, for the “Sudak”” caught in the Murdab” lagoon, 
fat the rate of 70 krans per 100 fish instead of 50 krans a8 heretofore, 


‘The heirs of George Stepanoyiteh Lianozoff being very grateful for the good-will 
extended hy the Persian Government to their enterprise and for the fulfilment by the 
fatter of the conditions of the contract concluded between them as shown by the 
present undertaking, they seize the opportunity to thank the Persian Government, and 
Express their hope that these favours should not be withdrawn from them in the 
future. 

617] 








Done in duplicate, 


(In the Shah's hand-writing,) ‘The contract was written in the year 1824 in the 
Gulistan Garden, and is correct. 


(Signature of the Atabeg-i-Azam.) 
‘Registered at the Persian Foreign Office. 


(Signed and sealed by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh.) 
(Signed at the Russian Legation.) 
‘Tehran, April 12, 1906. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 190, 
Memorandum respecting the Caspian Sea Fisheries Contract. 


‘NIE Caspian Sea fisheries were originally leased to M. Lianozoff, a Russian 
subject, in 1858 for twelve years ab 60,000 tomans (or roughly 17,0001.) a-year. The 
Second lise extended the contract for anotlier ten years at the equivalent of about 
15,0001, asyear, which was subsequently prolonged for a further period of ten years, 
‘he third contract again exteuded the lease for five years, and the fourth contract, 
diseomnling the royalties, confirmed the provisions of the previous ones. 
Copies of the second and third contracts were inclosed in Sir A. Hardinge’s despateh 
Coufidental, of the 22nd Bebruary, 1903, anda copy of the fourth contract is 
‘attached horewith. 


‘Phe present discount operation is as follows :— 
It isagreed by the contractor to pay the royalties for 1907, 1908, and 1909, in 


advance under digeount on the 28th April, 1906, the royalty for 1910 on the 
ith December, 1006, and for 1011 on the 28th April, 1903, as follows -— 





1907, 184004, los 6 per cent for 1 year 
1UOB, TKAVOL, yy By 2 Fears 
1900, 184000) mt 


Payable April 28, 1900, 
19t0, 181002, less 6 per cent, ford years — oe 
Payable Desernber 13, 1900. 
TOL, 184002, lens @ per cents for 8 years 
Payable April 28, 1908, 





It is quite clear that the Persian Government have, by the present discount opera- 
tion, infringed their Ageecment with the Imperial Bank of Persia (but in reality with 
His’ Majesty's Government) dated the 4th April, 1903, by which they engaged 
themselves to repay the English advance of 200,000. capital and interest during 
the course of Urenty years out of the proceeds’ of the royalties of the Caspian 
fisheries, 


(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL. 





(19826) No. 11. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 11.) 
(No. 140.) 
Tehran, May 22, 1906, 
IN my despatch No, 121 of the 25th ultimo I had the honour to report that I 
‘und. promised to sond the Mushir-ed-Dowlch a list of the outstanding questions and 
laims, the sottlement of which was desired by His Majesty's Legation. I now 
fnclose a copy of my note on the subject to the Persian Goyerament. 


wT 


‘The Mushired-Dowleh has verbally informed me that a special Mamur has been 
appointed by the Shah to deal with all British claims in Persia. ‘This official will 
Weave Tebiran at an early date, and, beginning at Kum, will proceed south to Ispahan, 
Shiraz, and Bushire. 
Tcan only trust that his labours may be attended with some result. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) | EVELYN GRANT DUEF. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 101. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
May 1, 1906. 

I RECENTLY called your Excclleney’s attention to, the fact that, in spite of 
constant representations by His Majesty's Lezation, practically not @ single British 
Glaim lias been settled during the last two years by the Persian Government, T also 
had the honour to point out that the attitude of the Persian Government, with regard 
to various outstanding questions, was handly in accordance with that ip whieh 
as so long and so happily existed between His Majesty’s Government: and the 
Government of His Majesty the Shah. 

‘Your Excellency requested me to furnish you with lists of the claims and ques- 
tions which Tis Majesty's Government desire the Persian Government to settle, and T 
hasten to comply with your wish. 

‘As the claims and questions referred to have all. been repeatedly brought to your 
Excellency’s notice, both in writing and verbally, I have not thought it necessary to 
weary you by a repetition of details, and in the inclosed list I haye merely given the 
headings of the more important cases. 

T nee hardly say that it would be a matter of great, satisfaction to mo if 1 were 
able at an carly date to report to His Majesty's Government that, at all events, a 
reasonable proportion of these long outstanding questions ad been finally settled. 


—————— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 191, 


The Principal Outstanding Claims preferred by His Majesty's Leyation against the 
Persian Government. 


1, Fitty-sis claims in the district of Tis Majesty's Consul-Goneral at Bushire. 
‘A full list of these was contained in Mr. Grant Duff's note to the Persian Government 
of the 27th September, 1905; but cach claim las at various timos beon repeatedly 
‘and separately brought to the notico of the Mushir-cd-Dowlch, ‘he tofal amount 
Glaimed under this lead is 738,383 krans, ‘The total number of unsettled claims in 
the Bushire district is over ninety, but those of which the justice of which His 
‘Majesty's Chargé ’Affaires entortains any doubt have been omitte 

3, The Assafoetida claim at Meshied, ‘his claim has been for many months 
before the Persian Government, After His Majesty's Legation was unable to obtain 
satisfaction from the Customs Department, tho case was referred to the Mushir-ed 
Dowleh in the note of the 1Sth November, 1905. he amount claimed is 8,129 tomans 
‘4 krans 11 shahis. 

3, Assault of Idjlal-ed-Dowleh on the LEAD, signallor at Borasjun. See 
Legation note of the 28th October, 1904, Amount claimed 160 tomans. 

‘4, Dayer Pirucy Case, Amount claimed, 4,400 rupees. 

5, Sassoon’s robbery between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, Legation noto of 
the 7th December, 1905. Amount claimed, 2,600 rupees. 

6, Robbery of Messrs. Lynch’s goods at the Orchini Pass in the Province of 
Ispalian. Legation note of the 7th Decomber, 190, Amount claimed, 707 tomans 
4 krans. 

7. Claim against the Governor of Malayer. Legation note of the 30th November, 
1905. Amount claimed, 150 tomans. 

'. Robbery of goods belonging to Messrs. Ziegler at Khar Varamin. Amount 
claimed, 150 tomans, Legation noteof the 29th November, 1905. 


9, Claim of Mr, Vandyke for photogeaphs supplied for His Majesty the Shab- 
Amount claimed, 54l. 2s 














1s 


10, Claim of Messrs. ‘Thomnbill for goods supplied to His Majesty the Shah. 
Amount claimed, 187. 19s. 

Li, Claim of Messrs. Andsews, gunmakers, against the lieirs of the Serdar 
Mokarem, Amount claimed, 831, 

12. Destruction by Kum Seyyeds of Messrs. Lynch's tollchouse at Kasr 
Dokhter and robb Helonging to Messrs: Lyneli. Amount claimed, 
101 tomnns, 9 krous 95 s Lagation note of the 1ith September, 1905. 

2, Mivza Abul Qassim’s claini on account of the * Mali 

4, Messis. Coddington and Lamb’s claim against 
aimed, 1,000 fomnns, with interest, 

15, Claim for the destruction of the dispensary of His Majesty’s Cons 
Scistin, Amount elsimed, 100, 

16. Robbery from Gholam of the LB/P.D. between Soh and the Kolrud, 
Amount claimed, 278 tomans 7 krans 10 shiahis, 

17. Robbery from ic Birch between Yezd and Kerman, Amount claimed, 
269 tomans 1 

18. Robbery from the Munshi of Wis Majesty's Consulate at Shiraz, Rig 
Shuturan, Amount claimed, 284 tomans 8 krans. 

ian.” Amount claimed, 1,006 tomans 8 krans 
st October, 1905, 

20. Yahia Khan's robbery. Amount claimed, 14 tomans 4 krans. 

YN GRANT DUEF. 


Some Oulstinding Questions the settlement or reconsideration of which is desired by 
His Majesty's Legation, 


1. The refusal of the Persian Goyernment to grant the Kub-i-Malik Siah 
raph extension. 

2, The Henjam land question. 

4, Mhe adequate punishment of the assailants of Lieutenant-Colonel Dough: 


Captain Lorimer, and the payment of the compensation demanded by ILis Maje 
Government. 

4. ho adequate punishment of the Kurds who fired on Captain Gough near 
Unni in November 1904, 

5, hie adequate punishment of the ringleaders in, and instigators of, the attack 
on Ilis Majesty's Consulate in Scistan on the 27th March, 1906. 

6, The refusal of the Persian Goyernment to grant custom facilities for the 
British Indian guard stationed at Task, 

7. Whe refusal of the Persian Government to accept the Representative of Tis 
Mojesty’s Legation on behalf of Bahreinis in Po 

8, Tho refusal of the Persian Government hitherto to allow the Persian ‘Cransport 
Company: to levy tolls-on tho Kum-Sultanabad road in spite of the terms of the 
Conve mn. 

9. The refusal of the Persian Government to make proper arrangements to 
provent raiding on the Baklitinr! road. 

10, tho refusal of the Persian Government to accept Colonel MeMahon's 
Water Award. 

11, ‘Phe refusal of the Persian Government to allow arms and ammunition to be 
sent to His Majesty's Consulates at Meshed and in Seistan. Itis to be noticed that 
ince the request of His Majesty’s Government was refused His 3 Consulate in 

tam Tins heen attacked, the Consular dispensary destroyed, and His Majesty's 
Consul stoned. No attempt hus up to the present been made to arrest the offenders, 
‘or in any way to give satisfaction. 

12,,No satisfaction lias been given for the beating of the messengers of His 
Majesty's Consulate-General at Bushire by tufngehis on the Bushire-Shii 

18, ‘The refusal of the 
apologise to. Tis Majesty's Consul at. Shi 
who was sent by ITis' Majesty's Consul to the Karguza 
Topbory oF Bridehsouried goods, 

14, Whe failure of the Persian Government, in spite of repeated and urgent 
representations, to take any adequate measures to protect caravans on the Shiraz~ 
Bushire road and generally on the southern 
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1219827] No. 192. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11,) 
(No. 141.) 
Sir, Tehran, May 22, 1906, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 124 of the 26th ultimo, I have the honour 
to inclose two notes which I have addressed to the Persian Government regarding the 
riot at Nasratabad on the 27th March last. 

In the first of these notes I have demanded the payment of 1001, as compensation 
for the destruction of the dispensary of His Majesty’s Consulate in Seistan. In the 
second note Ihave requested the Mushir-ed-Dowleh to add two other names to the 
list already sent to his Excellency of the persons who instigated the disturbance, At 
the same time I have pointed out the danger resulting from the absence of the 
Deputy Governor from Nasratabad. ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowieh has repeatedly informed 
me that hie has sent orders to thay official to return to the town, but the orders haye 

ithe not been sent or the Deputy Governor fears the plague more than. his superiors 
in Tehran, 

‘As Thad the honour to state in my telegram No, 138 of tho 14th instant, the 
Mfomtahien-es-Sultanich has left here for Seistan to make an inquiry into the riot, and 
to deal with various quarantine questions, Whether his mission will have any 
satisfactory result remains to be seen, but ho has beon friendly to us in the past. 

Thayo, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANY DUD! 


Thelosure 1 in No. 
Mr, E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Doicleh. 


Tehran, April 27, 1900, 
TAM informed by Ilis Majesty's Consul in Seistan that the damago dono to the 
Consular Hospital during the riot of the 27th ultimo amounted to 100/, or about 
580 tomans at the present rate of exchange. 
T have the honour to request that this sum bo paid to me by the Persian 
Government, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 192. 
Mr, E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Tehran, April 21, 1906, 
IN my note of the 25h instant T had the Honour to furnish you with the na 
of the instigators of the riot at Nasratabad Seistan) as far as they were then known 
to me. 
T request your Excellency to bo so good as to add the following names to the 
lists— 


Mullah Muhammed Hassan, son of Kerbelai Abdulla, and Mullah Abbas. 


‘As regards the people concerned in the attack on His Majesty's Consulate, 
Captain Macpherson is ready to assist the Persian Government in identifying thom 

T inay mention tha, in spite of tho orders stated to have been sent fo the Deputy 
Governor, that official has not, yet. returned to Nasratabad, and thero is now nobody 
With whom His Majesty’s Consul can transact current business, 

It is unnecessary for me to point out to your Excellency that the absenee of all 
civil authority from ‘a town which was recently tho scene of a formidable riot and 
which is affected by plague constitutes a soridus danger to the Europeans residing 
there. I am confident that the Persian Government will lose no time in taking 
effectual steps to put an end to a very grave situation, 





(19828) No. 193, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


(No, 142, Confidential.) 
Se Tehran, May 22, 1906. 

THERE, have for some time past been rumours here that the German’ Govern 
ment infend in future to take greater interest in Persian affairs, and on the 9th instant 
Gold Apchier le Maugin, the French Chargé d’Affaires, informed me confidentially 
tliat ho had Ticiwd from more than one good source that Germany, under cover of 
Bielzian finumelets, was about fo lend Persia 25,000,000 marks der the following 
conditions ;— 

1. A coaling station near the mouth of the Shatt-ul-Arab. 

\ road concession from Khanikin to Kermanshah, 
5, A college aud hiospital in Tehran mnanaged by Germ: 


SL hail the Hono to report sik my: telegram Ni of the 14th instant, the 
and Vizier informed ine that no such negotiations wore in progress, but his 
ol huit ax Creal Britain and Russia had hitherio declined to ‘give him 
sistanco he was obliged to try and obtain money elsewhere, 
eDowslel denied all Knowledge of such a loan, but admitted that the 
vijonts Tiad recently. proposed to found a. school here. he Persian 
PER GUO een ec part of the cost, 
MUiongh Dean obtain no confirination of Count d'Apehier's information be 
{hat portion of it lating to the school, T suspect that when M. Naus. wa 
Constantinople: he appeoiched the German Ambassador regarding & loan to Persia, 
amd may possibly have received encouragement lenies that lie did go; bot T 
toll that he was constantly at the German Kinbassy instructed His Majesty's 
Consuls at Bushiro, Mobinmneral shal to inake careful inquiries 
any Germany who may visit thoir districts, but as yet I have received no infuniation 
worth reporting Still, P think that the shigus that he Gorman € 
an tiok indifferent ao Persian affairs, ‘These are 


1. The appointment lene as Minister of the present 
Coustintinopls. M, Steinneriel Hay heon muels eonnected with the Bagdad Railway 
scliome, and is, 1 believey ann expert in anatters e0 ar Kast. As yon 
Taio itis iil for tho German Goyermment to appoint an official of the Cousilar 
eto tn M except fi special reason, 
he recent appointment hove of a Military Attach 
1 cousiu aud nuanestke of the Gesman Change df 
hus len a cousidorable inorease in German import 
yours, yizes LNOS-L001, 
ti iy, ulthotsdt mnimportien 
inthe corresponding period, Count hes, who spy pathetic 1 
iatlors here, took an almost foverish interest in Persian trad 
wo Dnilding of a very, largo country Legation, 
Porsiau hospital fiere is under the management of the doctor of the 
Gerjan Legation, 
6. The Handango 0 has 


vangedl to run’ steamers to the Persian 
Gulf. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





[19829] No. 194. 


Mr. B, Civil Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Receited June 11.) 


No. 143 
. ? “ Tehran, May 28, 1904 
T HAVE the honour to tausmit herewith the monthly summary of events im 
Persia which haye not licen recorded in separate despatches. 
Jive, eo, ' 


(Signe EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


iL 
Inclosure in No. 194. 


Mouthly Summary of Bvents in Persia, May 1906, 


Meshed. 


FURTHER particulars regarding the riots which took place in Meshed last 
month show that they were instizated by Russian Turkish students, and wore directed. 
mainly against the Muavin-ut-Cujjar, a Heratia merchant, ‘The ringleader, a Russian 
Mark was wounded, and subsequently died. ‘The Russian Consul-Genoral, though at 
first claiming that the rioters should be treated as Russian subjects, subsequently 
adinitted that th 
control, and te ringleaders eventually h 
who permitied them to leave Khorasan witho Major Sykes states 
that lic has information that M. de Gie i is Tiegation to 
distribute the sum of 1,000 roubles among the students, and in anothor rep 
im Legation, on a complaint from the Mushir-ed-Dowlel, lias sont 
im to inform the offenders that, should 


their eases 
“Agother incident which recently, took place shows how little control is 
‘over a section of his subjects, A boy, who was kept by a 
to the Consulate to ask that he might 
i Mark, followed Iii into the office and 
there murdered him with a in tho presence of the clerks, 
. Captain Fyass, the officer in charge of quarantine arrangements, is said to 
deen appointed Russian Consul at Wurbul-i-Haider 
4. Another Russian officer is reported to lave been travelling in the neighbous- 
Hood of Asttabad, and two Tussian Cossacks, one ‘ureoman sowar, and a Persian 
reter, werv sent recently’ from Meshed to meet him at Sabzawar. 
1. Denitrielf, the Manager of the Russian Bank, is said to have asked the 
‘niuti Chief to purchase for him 10,000 sheep, whieh he intends to sell at a low price 
to tle people of Meslied, His object is to eflhes the hostile feeling against the Russians 
caused by recent events, 
(. Major Sykes left Meshed on leave to Bngland on the 21st April. | Major 
pointed Consul in Seistin, is to act for him during his 
iran on the Stl instant to take up his duties, 
's Consul at Curbati-Haideri reports that the Persians aro about 
to construct a telegraph line frout that place to Wabas in ‘Mun, vid Wurshin cand 
Gunabad, without assistance from the Russians, 


Seistan. 


1. ‘he somewsliat serious riots which took plice in Seistan at the end of Maral 
avere reported by telexram, Further particulars singe reecived show that several well- 
known agents of the Russian Bank wero amon: jeaders, and Captain 
MacPherson w st strongly of opinion that the disturbances were entirely due to 
TRussian instigation, In subsequent reports, however, he appears to think there may 
Be come truth in reports which have reached him to the effect that the: Deputy 
Governor himself was to a reat extent responsible, animosity on the part of himself 
and his subordinates against the Belgian Customs officials ‘being the motive which 
actuated him, 

2, On the 18th April, adam on the Bunjar Canal was ent with the intention, it 
was said, of diverting the water and flooding the British Consulate, but the only 
Fesult was to flood a number of wheat fields in tho neighbourhood and so discredit the. 
originator of the scheme. 

3, Dr. Sven Hedin arrived in Seistan on the 9th April, where he stayed with the 
British Consul. He had travelled from Tabas to Naiband, and thence across the 
@esert to Neh. Mr. Grant Du‘f informed the Swedish Minister at Paris, who had. 
telegraphed on the subject, of Sven Hedin’s safe arrival. 
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Kerman. 


1, The Firman Firma arvived at Kerman on the 27th April. He is report 
aye imprisoned and bastinoed the Governor of Anar on his way through on suspicion 
of his being concerned in i as roads; and 
is nephew as 5 
tain Mir Khan hag sceured a contract for the post, 
pre: Vez ond, where he is 1 service of carriages, and has 
placed cighty horses along the route. 


Yerd. 


‘A short time ago'a Me, Mashul, represen 
Birch, anid Co, was ordered by the Malik-ut- 
money, which the lat ed he had paid for 

tlie firm, and on his refusal to. acknowledge the deb 

funrish was seriously eaten, and Ind not the Be 

jc hicon serious, ‘he Goverior, to whom the case was 
reported by the Acti Consul, gave no satisfaction, but the matter was 
eventually compromised by private arrangement between My. Mashul and the 
j 

‘A man was recently beaten to death by one of the Mujtehids of Yezd, to whom 
ie had applied for assistance in. thi mont of a dispute. Whe cause of his assault 
was his refusal to accede to. the somewhat exorbitant demands of the priest, who, 
Deing under powerful protection, is likely to go unpunished, 


Mohammerah. 


‘he Director of Customs at Mohammerah has received onlers to remove the 
zo on the export of grain for two months, with authority to enforee i 
should there be any fear of famine, Our Vice-Gonsul reports that the crops in the 
Karin valley are everywhere good, and there is every prospect of an abundant 
Tuevest. So long, therefore, as the embargo is at the discretion of the Customs 

officials there is no danger of its again being put on, 


Shiraz. 


1, ‘The district of Fars now appears to be somewhat quicter, though robberies in 
fle town of Shiraz and neighbourhood are of frequent occurrence, and are believed to 
be mainly the work of the men of the regiment stationed there, A servant of one of 
tho officials of the Tmporial Bank was recently robhed close outside the Resideney, 
Mr, Grahame has recently liad several interviews with the Vazit-ieMaklisus rexarding 
the condition of the cotmtry generally and the s nt of outstanding Bri 

is, and has beon met in a very fiendly spirit by his Bxcelleney; some minor 

settled, and compensation in other eases has been promised, The 
i-Makhsus complains bit lifficulties of his position, and is especially 
amy his efforts to introduee order by the fact that many tracts of land all over 
the district have been sold to the Prince Shoa-es-Saltanch, cach of whieh is a focus of 
intrigue on behalf of tho ex-Goyernor-Geneval, 

2, The case of the slave wir Jumileh was settled by the issue of letters of 
manumission, subject to the proviso that she should spend three days and nights with 
Hier alleged husband, and should then come to tlie Consulate and declare whether she 
elected to remain with free woman or go away. After the experience 
stipulated in the agreement, sho chose the latter course. Mr. Grahame ins been, 

on the offeinting Governor Goneral the question of the punishment of 

found traflicking in slaves. Owing to the pressure of His Majesty's 
Tegation all the slaves who were in “bast” at His Majesty’s Consulate have now 
deen freed. 

8, Endeayours are heing made to provide for the better security of the Bushire 
yoad by exercising a moro effective control aver the“ tufangehis””and preventing them 
froin levying blackmail on travellers, 
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4. ‘The post from Ispahian is now being brought to Shiraz in fourgons, the riding 
liorses have been taken off the road and draught, horses substituted. Carriages for 
travellers are provided at a charge of 1,250 krans for the journey. ‘he post which 
left Tehran on the 24h April was robbed south of Kazerun on the night of the 
12th instant, everything, including the mules, being carsied off 

5. There is much talk in Shiraz regarding the actions of a certain Kerim Khan in 
the neighbourhood of Belibchan, who is said to have set himself up asa pretender to 
the Persian Throne and collected a following. Reports say that he has compelled 
the Governor of Behbchan to sign an undertaking to hand over to him the 
Maliyat of tat district, and to have addressed a similar request to the Vazir- 
Makisus, Tt is possible that the Bakhtiaris may be asked to send a force 
against him. 

Ispahan, 

From Ispahan it is reposted thiat riots have recently taken place, owing to the 
high prices of bread and meat, in which one woman was killed and a granary 
plundered. ‘The road to Ardistan is infested with robbers in the neighbourhood of 
the latter town. 


Kermanshah. 


1, Tis Majesty’s Consul, who has recently been on four to tho Turkish frontien, 
reports that owing fo rain and snow the carayan road was in extremely bad 
condition. 

2, The Direkwand prisoners, who had for some time been kept in Kermanshah 
in conncetion with the attack on Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer in 1904, have 
now been sent under escort to Burujird, where they aro presumably imprisoned by 
his Tmperial Highness the Sular-ed-Dowleh. ‘wo small guns have also beon sont 
from Kermanshah to Burujird | ist the Lurs, Captain Gough mentions 
that the postal service to Kermanshah has during the last year been becoming more 
and more irregular, and could scarcely be wors 


Tabrees, 


The Turks now have a detachment of eight men, under a lieutenant, at 
and are mported to have inereased theiv force in tho neighbourhood of 
some soldiers having visited the town of Urmi where they heat a Persian, 
apparently with the object of seeing what would liappen. Nothing happened, 
Mr, Wratislay reports that wherever the Turks are in possession the Kurds aro 
Kept in onder, but outside such districts the population is migrating for fear of them, 
y are said fo have arrested the men accused of the murder’ of the American 
missionary 
Meanwhile, a camp is being formed outside Tabreez, and troops are b 
to arrive. ‘The Valiald proposes to call out 11,000 infantry, 8,000 cavalr, 
1,000 arfillery, the latter being expected from Mehran, A. body of cavalry is to be 
sent direct to’ Khoi, where ‘Turkish aggression is feared. Who Prinee's idea now is to 
postpone a settlement of the frontier question for some years, during which the army 
ean he raised to a decent level, 


Resht, 
‘From Resht it is reported that the Prince Goyernor has been dismnissed. THe was 


‘expected to leave for Tehiran on the 11th instant. 
(Signed) J, A, DOUGLAS, Liewtenant=Cotonel. 


Tehran, 


‘The Chief Manager of the Imperial Bank of Porsia has informed His Majesty's 
Chargé d’Aifaires that the Persian Government hus so far taken no steps to repay the 
sum of from 13,5001, to 14,500), due by them in account current. 

His Highness the Jellsl-ed-Dowleh, eldest sou of the Zil-es-Sultan, has just. been 
recalled from Kurdistan, where he had lately been appointed Governor, Many com- 
plaints a ppicat) ached the Central Government of his maluiministration, 

17 2 











Tis Majesty's Legation, which had enjoyed a long spell of freedom from the 
annoyance of “bastis,* has again been called upon to deal with a number of these 
persons, who take sanctuary in order to obtain through our good offices the redress of 
their grievances, Some nalives of Shuster took sanctuary at the Legation on the 15th 
instant in conneetion with what appears to be a case of flagrant in; 

by the present Governor of Arabistan, Serdar Mukarrem,~ This official is a nephew of 
tho Nizam-cs-Sultanch, and was Governor of Bushire and the Gulf Ports when Lord 
Curzon visited those regions in 1903, 'The ease is a very difficult one to deal with, and 
iit representations have so far proved of no.avail. His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires 
hopes, liowever, to be able eventually to settle the matter in a friendly way through 
the Nizam-es-Sultanch’s intervention, 

‘A woman took sanctuary on the 21st instant, representing herself’ to be a 
concubine of te Grand Vizier’s son. This ease also promises to be a troublesome 
ones 

A. communi yy made to the Persian Government on behalf of the 

1 community, offering their armed assistance to Persia in the event of 

aking out in connection with the frontier ineident. ‘The Turkish Govern 

ring of the olfer, the ‘'urkish Ambassador was instructed to refer the point 

on its legal merits to dhe “Shah” i his Excelleney did in the ordmary 
form of which was Iidullah, the principal 
Mujtchid of ‘This eectesinstie replied + 

{avo Mussulmans, if was illegal for either party to i 
that if ho did so it was lawful to kill him, Soyed Mobammed, another leading 
iran Mujteh ruling, and induced Seyed Abdullah to with- 
draw it, which ¥ in doing, after considerable difficulty, by presenting 

himself’ in person I y sisting that the documont should be 

returned to hi 

‘ho P y ‘oners appointed to discuss thie frontier question with tho 
‘Murkish Vel on the spot having left Tehran for the frontier, after considerable 
delay and procrastination, the matter has ceased to be the principal topic of conversa 
tion, ‘The Shah's health is now. the prineipal subject of discussion in Persian circles, 
and it is well known that His Majesty's condition was at one moment very critical, 


though the actual facts, as described in Mr, Grant Dui’s separate despatch on the 
subject, are not generally known to the public. 


‘Marrens dealt with in separate Despatches. 





Matters dole ith. nil Dato of 





Major Sykes’ proposed tour on tho Perao-Russian 
Trontior é No. 125, May 1, 1906, 
r 0: 12%, May 17, 1906, 
No. 128, May 18, 1906, 
‘No, 129, May 18, and No, 139, 
‘May 22,1906, 
Bakhtiari road wee «| No, 180, May 19, and No. 191, 
May 20, 1906. 
Tavlo-Pornian Postal Convention, « 182, May 21, 1906, 
No. 183, May 21, 1906, 
‘No. 194, May 21} and No. 147, 
May 29, 1900, 
185, Secret, May 21, 1906, 
136, May 23, 1906. 


ja 136; May 

ulti ta cline 140, May 22, 1908, 
inturbances : 

Goran wetvity in Poesia 143, Contdentia, May 22, 

1906, 

Keonu-Soltauabad road 

Shad health 

Reform movement <2 146, May 28 

Rouiuanina Mission 5 TI] Nol 14s, May 28, 1906, 
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[19831] No. 195. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


(No. 145. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, May 23, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 189, Seeret, of the 15th instant, have the 
Lionour to report that on the 10th instint His Majesty the Shah, who had for some 
days been slightly indisposed, grew worse, and on the 11th instant His Majesty Iiad 
‘ctroke of paralysis, which has affected the whole lett side of his body and face. 

Tt is extremely difficult to obtain reliable information as to His Majesty's exact 
condition, but last Wednesday the Mushir-ed-Dowlch admitted to mo that His 
Majesty's health was very Dad, and that the Council of Ministers wore discussing: 
‘what should be done to earry on the Government of the country. In Persia even the 
Inost trivial matters aro at’all events theoretically brought to the Shah’s notice, and 
Svhen the Monarch is incapacitated through illness all Government: business is 
Jpso facto at a standstill, and it becomes even more difficult than usual to obtain 
answers to notes, or indeed fo get anything done at all, 

Tn view of the fact that the Valialid and the Grand Virier are on very bad terms, 
T thought it well immediately to acquaint His Imperial Highness with the situation. 
Tam now very glad that I did so, as the Valiahd is exceedingly grateful, and on the 
day Mr, Wratislaw informed him of the Shals indisposition he had reeef 
Communication from the Grand Vieier saying that Tis Majesty was quite well, and 
that no attention should be paid to false reports to the contrary. 

On the 19th, as there appeared to be no improvement in the situation, T called on 
the Russian Chatgé d’A{laires and proposed that we should telegraph to our respective 
Governments, recommending that the Valialid should be advised to como at once to 
‘Tehran. M. de Somow quite agreed with me that it was undesir tho present: 
state of affairs should continue, and promised to send the proposed messaxe to 
St, Petersburgh. In accordance with the instructions contained in your roply fo my, 
telegram, I haye made no further communication to the Valiald. 

Tt is stated that the Shah is now a little better, but His Majesty cannot stand, 
‘and is carried everywhere or wheeled about in.a chair. A Roumanian special Mission. 
hhas just arrived to present Iis Majesty with the Onder of the Star of Rowmania. | Ut 
is stated that the Shah will receive the Mission to-day. If so, it will bo interesting 
to hear how the coremony passes off, as Tis Majesty cannot stand and can only speak 
‘with difficulty. 

‘The Grand Vizier is so unpopular with all classes that I think thore is little 
danger that ho will attempt to interfere with the succession of the Valiahd. 

Probably of all the Sliah’s sons tho Heir-Apparent is the least hated, and { think 
it very doubiful whether the Persia people, down-trodden as they are, would accept: 
the Shoa-es-Saltanch as Sovereign, after bis conduct of affairs as Governor-General 
of Fars, 

T have the honour to inclose a Memorandum by Dr, Scott, Acting Physician of 
His Majesty's Legation, giving such medical details of the Shah's ilfhess as he has 
eon able to collect. 

Thavo, &e, 
(Signed) "EVELYN GRANT DUPE. 


——S— 


Inelosure in No. 195. 


Dr. Scott to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


7 ‘Tehran, May 19, 1906, 

{ HAVE the hononr to report the gist of a conversation which I had with 
‘Dr, Lindley re His Majesty the Shah's health:— 

Tis Majesty is very emotional, hysterical, and susceptible to suggestion. | Some 
days previous to his present illness a courier died from paralysis. His Majesty 
expressed the opinion that he would beeome paralyzed ; the subject was often topic 
of conversation with his physicians. 

‘The following are a few of the Shah's symptoms written down from memory : 
Paralysis of the left leg and arm; dragging of tho foot; sensation, normals knee, 
jerks} face, angle of mouth drawn upwards; tongue, speech thick and heavy, but 
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not protruded to one side; eye, no paralysis of ocular muscle: 
first day or two; tirine contains two grammes of albumen p 
highly acid. Since the outset of the attack h 
some of tle muscles of the hand haying ree red. 

Whi by any one, such as the Grand Vizier, he beeomes confused, and his 

hy thi One of the eunuchs reports having scen him use the paralyzed 
whilst asleep; this, however, must be taken cum grano salis, His physicians have 
so far been unable to make up their minds as to’ the ease being one of hysteria or 
organic disease, Dr, Lindley thinks the eat tbe a small hemorrhage in the 
mbolism, although he ssign no cause for the latter, as his 
eries are not athermatous; possibly it might be caused by a small clot, as His 
Majesty is very anemic, which would favour such an occurrence, 

‘Die Babinski sign being well marked is of the greatest value is distingui 
ween certain oF i sterieal hemipl This sign probabl 
oceurs. i y uncomplicated by organie disease. ‘The dil 
of funetional disease of the one of the most difficult 
problens with which we have to deal,” ‘The combination of functional or 

ptomis with organte disease of the nervous sy frequent source 
of error in dingnosis. The mere presence of functional or hysterical symptoms, such 
as occur in His Majesty's case, does not just is of functional or hysterical 
mischief until one lias carefully « 

‘Therefore must conclude t 
until his phy 





drowsy and sleepy: 
litre, urea normal, 
stato is described as heing better, 

























































~ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "J. Scorn. 





{19832) No, 196. 


Mr, B, Grant Duff (o Sir Edward Grey. (Received June 11.) 
(No. 146.) 
Sir, 

HAVE at had the honour to repo: 
a so-called reform movement initiated by the clergy ol Te will no doubt be in 
‘Your recollection that tho Shah issued a Reseript in January last pro 
the various schemes put forward by them, and thusinduced them to 
where they had taken sanctuary, as reported in my despatch No. 
the 80th dannary last 

No serious’ stops have, however, been taken by the Shah's Government to fulfil 
these promises, but the clergy liave not ceased to press the Shah and the Grand Vizier 
on the point, he latter called a meeting of the principal Ministers and Courtiers on 
the 20th ultimo to consider the matter, but the proc would not have heen worth 
recording had it not been for the attitude adopted by Ehtesham-es-Sultanch, Persian 

who has sinee been appointed Persian Delegate on the urco-Persian 
r Commission, 

Bhtesham-es-Sultaneh strongly urged the immediate necessity of serious reforms 
in order to save the country from impending ruin, He spoke without reserve of the 
degradation of the Persian Goyornment, of the dishonesty of the Mi at the head 
of it, of tho financial and administrative breakdown, anid of the evils every one is so 
familiar with, lis words created considerable sensation, as the views ho set forth, 
although undoubtedly shared by the general public and by many of the Ministers 
present, had never heen expressed! quite so openly before. 

Amir Beliadur Jang, the Minister of the Court, and ecrtainly the most influential 
person with the Shah at the present moment, interrupted Bhtesham-cs-Sultaneh several 
times, declaring that his words amounted to treasons but, continuing his address, 
Ehtesham-es-Sultaneh declared that if the measures proposed, which should include a 
representative boily clected by the people, were expected to bring about any serious 
reforin, the Shah himself must be subordinate to the representatives of the people. 
‘Whereupon the Vezir Derbar (Amir Bebadur Jayg) protested emphatically that he would 
de no party to such revolutionary proceedings, and an angry altercation was suppressed 
by the Grand Vizier, who said that the matter could easily be settled by every one 
‘present voting for or against the proposals, which turned on the degree of independence 
from the Shah which the proposed representative body should be allowed to enjoy 
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‘The Vezir Derbar and Ehtesham-es-Sultaneh were, hovever, the only persons who 
expressed decided opinions, the others resorting to the usual Persian equivocations. 
"The Mushir-ed-Dowleh, for instance, declared that the difficulties he constantly 
experienced with the foreign Representatives were becoming more acute every day, and 
he could only hope that the proposed new arrangement would relieve him of some of his 
present responsibility. ‘The Grand Vizier was, as usual, very reserved, and only 
remarked that the Shah was in favour of reforms which they had assembled there to 
discuss. 

‘AS soon as the meeting broke up the Vizier Derbar went to the Shah, and in a very 
excited manner told His Majesty that some of his Ministers were trying to curtail his 
power and undermine his authority; that a revolutionary scheme was on foot which 
really aimed at the overthrow of the Kajar dynasty. ‘The Shah observed, however, that 
all European Sovereigns were assisted to rule their States by representative bodies 
elected by the people, and their power and independence were greater than his own, 

Ehtesbam-es-Sullaneh was warmly congratulated by his friends and supporters on 
the spirited manner in whieh he exposed the evils which are ruining the country, and by 
whieli he made a bid for political freedom. - Te 

Tt is, perhaps, superfluous to add that probably little or nothing will result 
from these diseussions, which the clerical agitators who originated the movement already 
describe as a mere comedy organized with the object of keeping them quiet. 

T have, &e. fi 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE, 








No. 197. 
Mr. E, Grant Duf to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


{20099} 


(No. 156.) 

(Pelographic.) P. 
SHIRAZ disturbances. % i 
Following is substance of telegrams received from His Majesty's Consul at 

Shiraz :— 


Gulahek, June 11, 1906. 


“His Majosty’s Consul has been asked by the Chief Priest to inform the Grand 
Vizier that he (the Chief Priest) has, in accordance with the Grand Vizier's instruc- 
tions, harangued the merchants in ‘bast’ at the British Consulate, but that the 
morcliants refused to leave the Consulate unless the Porsian Government would send 
an assurance to the British Legation that the grievances of the people of Fars would 
De redressed. - 

"te situations been aggravated by the arrest inehian of «great Fars land 
owner, and the Chief Priest is of opinion that it may become serious.” 








T have informed the Grand Vizier in the sense of the above, requesting his 
Highness to take steps for the restoration of order at Shiraz, 













{20032} No. 198. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


fe: any dP 
‘le, ic.) P. 
m SHIRAZ disturbances. 

Following sent to Shiraz to-day :— 


Gulahek, June 11, 1906, 


“ Goyernor-Generalship of Fars has been given to Ala-ed-Dowleh, who will leave 
‘Tehran shortly for his post. Mushir-ed-Dowleh begs that you will do what you can 
to allay the popular excitement, and that you will announce this appointment to the 
people in the Consulate.” 





(1647) 
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[20102] No. 199. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 12.) 
(No. 158.) 
‘Pelegraphic.) P, Tehran, June 12, 1908. 
RUSSIANS on Meshied-Seistan telegraph line. 
According to a telog if have received from His Majesty's Consul= 


General at Meshed, the wire and battery of the Seistan telegraph line have been 
moved by the Russians into their own office, so that they can now eut off both the 
Persian and British offices. whenever they like: 

T have aildressed a note to the Persian Government on the subject. 





[20105] No, 200, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 12.) 
159.) 
slegraphie,) Tehran, June 12, 1906. 
FOLLOWING seut to Tudin 
“T have been asked verbally by the Russian Minister whether it is true that the 


garrison at Robat has heen inereased to $,000 mon, any reinforcement 
Of the 200 mien originally sent up 2” 


(19795) No. 201. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, E. Grant Duff. 
(No, 83.) 
Welexraphie) P. Foreign Office, June 14, 1906. 
LOAN to Valiahd. 
Your tologram No, L17 and Mr, Spring-Rice's No, 97. 
In the event of the Shah's death, the Valiahd will probably, as in 189 
with sufficient money to meot immediate. needs by thy Inporial Banks 
requir further sissistinee you should, with a view to a joint advance, concert with your 
Russian colleagiio. Kor such a purpose His Majesty's Goverment are prepared, on 
the samo terins ds rexards sconrity-and interest as in the ease of our two previous loans, 
to provide up to 50,0001, 





[20569] No, 202, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edivard Grey—(Receivedt June 10.) 
(No, 161) 
(Welegraphic.) 2, Tehran, June 16, 1906. 

SHIRAZ disturbances. 

Over 300 people are still in the British Consulate at Shiraz, and the Persian 
Government cither cannot or will not take adequate steps to restore order, His 
Majesty's Cousul has nado, eyery olfoet to, induce the people to. leave the. Consulate, 
ut they refuse to move until the Persian Government give me 4 written assurance that 
their grievances will he redressed, 

Te must bi iW Teast before the new Governor can reach Shiraz, and it is 
iol yet event cor eceptedl office. 

Lsubmit that matters eauiot he left in their present condition, and the Graud 

i fectod in the slightest degree by anything except threats. Both 
and all over Persia the situation is becoming daily worse, and will soon he 
dangoroi jon that the time for some kind of foreign intervention is 


sally veased, for the Shah, though he ean now walk 
s no work, 
T suggest that instructions should be sent fo me to ask for an audience of His 
Majesty tind. to convey from His Majesty's Government « strong message, hinting tat 
the Grand Vizier is totally ineapablé of governing the country. 





(20526) No, 201% 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received June 16.) 


‘THE Under-Seerctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Forsign Affairs, and, by direction ot My. Secretary. Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram: 
from the Viceroy, dated the 15th instant, regarding the Porso-Afghan frontion, 


India Office, June 1, 1906, 


Tnelosure in No, 201®, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Lelegraphic.) P. June 15, 1906. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the L4th April, we repeat for your infor- 
mation following telegrams, dated respectively 10th and 12th instant, regarding the 
Perso: Afghan fr 


1, From Consul at Seistan— 


ater. Outside Birjand, where intention of estab= 
arrive has been expressed by Dr, Frank, only 
ported by Howson to. have een established 
Afghans and others back to Bandan. by Shiokat, Few 
taken this route since outbreak of plugie, here are 
Posts on Kain-Afghan frontier.” 
2. From Consul- al, Meshed— 


“As Shaokut-ul-Mulk is being urged by Russian doctor to establish cordon on 
the undelimited portion of the Kain-Afglian frontier, presence at Birjand of Captain 
Watson is important, He reports that there has heen no plague at dangal since the 
26th anid he proposes, after raising the cordon on the 16th dune, to proceed to, 
Birjand. 


Instructions to proceed at onee to Birjand are being sent to Captain Watson, 





poi 
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[20618] No. 203. 
Mr, Whitehead to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 18.) 

(No, 171.) 

Sir, Berlin, June 13, 1906. 








seeking a Railway Concession for the Kermanshah-Khanikin line is a purely fant 
suggestion, German enterprise has indeed secured a Concession for a railw: 
‘dad to the Persian Gulf, but no such right has ever been sought for in regard to 
railway construction on Persian territory. 

Similarly, the article characterises as a mere invention the rumour that tho 
German Ambassador at Constantinople had approached the Porte with a view to 
obtaining by purchase or by a lease the uso of the Island of Gobul or El Awul, near 
Barein, for a coaling-station, stating that Germany has no intention of acquiring 
islands in the Red Sea or in the Persian Gulf. 

The only part of Reuter’s message which the communiqué to the “Suddentsche 
Reicliskorrespondenz” confirms, is that the funds for the construction of the Taurus 
section of the Bagdad Railway are alxeady available, aud that the assistance of foreign 
capital for this puxpose will not be requited, 

he « Berliner Tageblatt.” observes, in reproducing the above, that this rebuke to 
Renter's bureau and its English wire-pullers will not prevent similar tales of horror 

‘ ermany’s alleged schemes be in to-morrow ox the next 
‘0 the business of Reuter's burea és promot 
vankfurter Zeitung,” in di Reuters report concerning the isk 
‘an Gulf before the semi-official rejoinder appeared, 
no word of truth in the rumour, although there is no apparen 
voaling-sts mn the Persian Gulf as well as England, 
s concemed, 
he B that all endeavours to bring about more 
friendly relations between Germany and Great Britain are repeatedly frastrated by 
circulation of rumours, such as the present one, which are alleged to originate outside 
Tondon, and which are calculated, if not intended, to create ill-fecling against 
Germany 
Dh 






































in the P 
probably 
Germai 
prc 






























sie Deutsche Presse” of the 12th June has a long and violent article on 

the samo subject, but as the paper is unimportant it is not worth reproduci 
Thaye, &e. 

(Signed) J. B. WHILEIEAD. 






































{20883} No. 204. 





Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received June 18.) 

Yo, 163.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Teliran, June 18, 1906. 
SHIRAZ disturbances. 

Following sent to Shiraz :— 






“Nn order gi 
to the Crown lands 
ent you should not mention this order, of th 
r and the Shoa-es-Sultaneh are still in ignorance. 
“Recommend the people in the Consulate to disperse, informing them that Tam 
satisfied that the new Governor-General will do his best to redress their grievanc 


ng the Ala-ed-Dowleh full powe with regard to Vars affairs and 
‘as to-day shown confidentially by the Al: 1-Dowleh to Churchill. 
xistence of which the Grand 























—_  — 
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119820] No. 20: 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, B. Grant Duff. 





n Office, June 18, 1906. 
T HAVE seceived your despatch No. 134 of the 2lst ultimo, i 

with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh respecting the responsibility 
cnt for the lives an property of British subjects on the 











Tapprove your action in this matter, 











Tam, &e 
(Signed) SDWARD GREY. 
121079] No, 206. 
Mr. Grant Duff to Sir Edinard Grey.—(Received June 20.) 
‘No. 164 
De anit) P Tehran, June 20, 1906. 





SIURAZ disturbon 
Pollowing sent to Shiraz to-day + 








L-Dowleh left ‘Tebran to-day, and promised me to travel to Shiraz as quickly 
Thave induced Mushired-Dowleh to promise to address me a note, stating 
«grievances have been granted to the new Governor-General.” 
















121085] No. 207. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 20.) 


(No. 165. Secret.) 
muphic.) P. Tehran, June 20, 1906, 
Consul-General at Tabreez, that 
vouring the Shoa-esSaltanch, 1 
Highnes not, the 
vould be. well to inform the Valiahd 
‘iliahd, who wish the Shoa-es 
of opinion that if this is not 



















hd suspects 1 
nucted Mr. Wi 
«but M 
of to existence in chran of a party, he 
Baltineh to he raised to the Throne, Mr, 
done the Valiahd will subsequently interpret our 
Should Mr. Wratislaw inform the Valiahd confidentia 
to the conspiracy is the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who has promi 
information, 
‘ho Shah goes to the country next Sunday. His Maj 
























My sect 
d to keep me supplied with 





is better. 














719812) No, 208, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, June 20, 1906. 

1 AM directod by Secretary Sir B. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
hofore the Secretary of Stato for India, copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Chargé 
«Affaires at Tehran,® regarding the tour which His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed 
proposes to make in September next on the frontier of Khorassan. 

Sit E, Grey lus given the matter his careful consideration, and is of opinion that 
such a tour on the Russo-Persian frontier, in a district lying outside the legitimate 
sphere of British interests, would be likely to unduly arouso Russian susceptibilities. 
‘It will be remembered that a similar journey, undertaken some ten years ago by Colonel 
Yate, then oceupying the post now held by Major Sykes, provoked considerable 
resentment and oven representations on the part of the Russian Government. Sir B. 
Grey considers that at a moment when His Majesty's Government are endeavouring to 























+ No, 187. 
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establish a better understanding with Russia and Persia, which it is hoped may be 
promoted by the advent in Tehran of Mr. Spring-Rice and M. Hartwig, it would bo 
Inopportune to take a step calculated to arouse Russian susceptibilities and to prove 





[21085] No. 209. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E, Grant Duff 

(No, 85.) 

(Pelegraphic) P. Foreign Office, June 21, 1906. 

SUCCESSION to Persian Throne. Your telegram No. 165 of yesterday. 

Tt seems to be noither necessary nor desirable at the present moment to make any 
further communication to the Valiahd, since His Majesty’s Consul-General at ‘Tabreez 
has already denicd that Shoa-es-Sultanch is being supported by His Majesty's 
Government. 














[21272] 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22,) 
(No. 167.) 
(Welegrapt 













2, Tehran, June 22, 1906, 
TURKISH frontier dispute. 
following message has been sent to me verbally by the Persian Government, 
request that I should forward it to you :—~ : 


Ithough the Pe 








mi has been for somo time near the frontier, 
sal of the Turkish Commission, ‘Throughout the negotia- 

‘e given evidence of an earnest desire to arrange tho 
iatory spirit, ‘Tho ‘Turkish troops on the, Luristan 
heen reinforced, a i ind is, now 








‘an appearance, 
the Persian Government propose to give the ‘Turkish Government ten days in which 
to send their Commission. When that term has expired they will consider what 
further steps they should take.” 

















{21273} No. 21. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22.) 

(No, 168.) 

(lelegraphic.) P. 
DISTURBANCES at Shiraz, 
‘The local Chief Mollah has ordered the people to evacuate the Consulate garden, 

and they are leaving this evening, 


Telrran, June 22, 1906, 


[19817] No, 212. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff 

(No. 86.) 

(Welegraphie) P. Foreign Office, June 23, 1906, 
BAKHTIARI road: seo your telegram No. 162 and your despatch No, 131, 
Suggested tour of inspection by His Majesty’s Consul at Ahwaz is authorized, 

He should be informed, and suitable instructions sliould be given him, 











(uoiz] o7 
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(21680) No. 213. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 






(No. 127.) 
(elegraphic.) _P. St, Petersburgh, June 25, 1906. 

AWILEL reference to your despatch No, 288 of the 2ist instant, I told the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs today that we liad tmoficial information that the Persian 
Government wore pretending that they were going to get a loan of 2,000,001, from 
the Tussian Government. 

T said that I only mentioned this to put him on his gnard, as the Persian 
Goyernment might make « similar statement with regard to His Majesty's Governe 
ment, but what they said obtained no eredence with us, as it was an old game of 
theirs to spread such reports. 

Hig Excellency said that the present was not the moment for Russia to lend 
money to anybody, and assured me that he had heard nothing on the subject, 

T said that we knew that such stories must be mere fabrications since the 
understanding at which we had arrived with Count Lamsdorif. 


















































(21746) No. 2. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received June 20.) 


fof Stato for India presents his eompliments to the Under- 
for Foxcign Affairs, aud, by direction of Mr. Secretary: Mor 

1, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of Conlidenti 
note on ehran- i telegraph line by the, Dinwlor General ‘of the Indo- 
Puropean olograph Department, dated the 7th June, 1900. 


India Offica, June 25, 1906. 







HE Under 
Secrelary of Slat 
forwards here 


a 


















———— 


Tnclosure in No. 214. 





Note on Tehran-Khanikin Telegraph Lines 


(Confidential) 

IN tho “Limes” of the Gth uno, 1906, there is, under * Foreign Intelligences 
felogram fiom Constantinople, dated the 30th May, which refers to German comme 
flesigus in Persia, and makes mention of « Gerinan application for a Railway. 
Congession from Kermanshah to Khanikin, Some time ago T heard that the German 
Telegraph Administmtion had been making, inquiries from the Lndo-Buropenn 
‘Telegraph, Company regarding the telegraph line between ‘ebran and Khantkin ow 
the BertoTurkish Trontior. Under Article XVI of our ‘Telegraph Convention with 
Porsia, dated the 2nd Decomber, 1872, the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department « 
resto charge at any time of the section of Tine from ‘Tehran to Kbanikin. ‘This 
Convention lias been renewed up to the Bist January, 1925. 

"Y fev days ago the Managing Director of the Indo-European Telegraph Company 
informed me confidentially that his Company was trying to obtain an extension of tho 
yell of oir present Telegraph Concession from the Persian Government. Tis Concos~ 
sion rons up 101925. Tn the negotiations with the Persian Government the Company 
Treve been fold that if it could arrange for the British Government tocancel the clause 
ie the Convention under which te charge of the ‘Telran-Khanikin telegraph line 
Paula bo resumed, i would considerably facilitate the arriving at a favourable agreo- 
seont for the desired oxtension of the Concession. In reply, the Company pointed out 
that it would be against its own interests if this line came under ny ‘other control than. 
British, and that it was quite satisfied with the arrangement as it stood. 

Tu is highly inprobable that the Persian authorities would have raised the 
question of the coutiol of the Muhran-Khanikin Tine, as they have done, had they not 
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een asked to do so by some ageney that the present arrangement does not suit, The 
peer aes appeas to be that the Germans, having obtained their Black Sea eablo from 
ater ecsa to Constantinople, are contemplating extensions of telegraphs to the enst as 


far as Tehran. 
(Signed) ‘HL. A, KIRK, 
Director-General of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Departments 





June 7, 1906. 





(22136) No, 215. 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 30.) 


(Telegraphic.) D- Teliran, June 30, 1906. 
Ai yerd recently a Porsian boy was rude to Ziegler’s agent and was struck. 
him, In spite of my intervention, tho agent bas had to fly for bis life, and 
ine cor ie in great danger, tireatening notices being placarded all over the by 
Such situations frequently arise, and the Persian Govorament either cannot. or wi 
Sue thon, fa my. opinion, the timo has come when our Consular snarls 
throughout Persia should be increased, 
“Ford is a most fanatical place, nd there ary a number of 1 
Could you seo your way to address strong representations to the Persian 
a’Affaires on the subject ? 


(No. 171.) 





































